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Thf life of 


Isaac Nj£wton 

« 

isA^c newtonw^s 

JBT’^srTtf f dcfcended of an antient fanBy^ 
\ V S ^ y wEicib had 4iai origin at tfiew- 
*' C 5 J®"®* W l4»cip^ire; bm rmov- 

4 > iagthcacc, was afterwards fea|- 

*» udatW^bys in Uncolnihir^s 

and, ahoitt t jfcjo, bw»<ng poflcflcd 

ol th«t HmanOr pf in the fame 

conntj^' fixed Ua reil^eitee iijj^iuthat demefbf. 
Hem of jpetblW^al learning 

Mrn{.li{ionGhHfte8n»*day9 in 11642. 

Hi^ fathek' jdlTtngf hfopi (ord of that m/i- 
nor while he was >et a ebild ; and a few years 
niter, his mother engaaed ia a iecond knir- 
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riagc : however, being a womah of gCjod 
fenfr, and of an antient family herfdf of the 
Jname of Afeough, (he did not neglcd to take 
a becoming care of her fon's education ; and, 
at twelve ^ears of age, put him to the fiee- 
fchool, at Grantham, in the fame county. It 
was her dcfign not to breed him a fcholar ; 
therefoie,after he had been at fchool fome yeart, 
he wa^ taken heme, that (being deprived, as 
he was, of his father) he might betimes get an 
infight into his own affairs, and be able the 
fooner to manage them himfelf. But, upon 
trfal, the )outh fhewed fo little dirpofition to 
turn his thoughts that way, and at the fame 
time (luck fo clofe to his book, that his mother 
eoncluded it bed to let him purfue the bent of 
his own inclinations. For that purpofe (he fent 
him back to Grantham ; whence, at eighteen 
years of age, he removed to Cambridge, where 
he was admitted into Trinity college, in the 
year i66o. 

The fludy of the mathematics had been 
introducj?d into the univcrfity in the beginning 
of this century. From that period, the ele* 
ments of geometry and algebr^ became gene* 
rally one branch of a tutor’s icAures to his 
pujpils ; but particularly Mr. Newton, at his 
admiffion, found Mr (afterwards Dr.) Bar* 
row, the mod eminent mathematician of the 
time, fellow of his college, Mr. Lucas alio 
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ture; which was fettled in i663> and Mr. 
Barrow chofen the iiril profeiTor. 

Our author, therefore, thus turning his 
^ thoughts to the mathematics, feems to nave 
done no more than fail in, ns well with his 
own particular fituation, as wit^ the general 
tafle of that tinne;^but ther^t is univerfally 
conftflbd, he did it with a genius that was fa« 
perior to all that ever went Before him in any 
time, Achiinedes only excepted. 

For a beginning, he toofc up Euclid^s Ele- 
ments, he run his eye over the booh, and at 
fight was mailer or cvcry^propofitien in it* 
1 his done, the youthful vigour of his under- 
ilanding would not fufFcr him to fiay and fit 
down, in order to contemplatib the fingular 
excellence in that author*8 elegant manner of 
dcmonllrating, whereby the whole ferics and 
conneflion ot the truths advanced is continu- 
ally kept in view up to their firll principles. 
This neglc6l, however, he was fenftble of 
in his riper age ; but his ingenuity in confefT. 
ing an error, which otberwife no body could 
have furmiibd, and that top afttr he 
grown equally full of years and honour, by 
Jetting out in another way, was, in him, only 
(lender inHance of a mod amiable fimplicttv 
of difpofition, ^ 

It was not till the latter part of his life, tlwt 
Dr. Pemberton Jiiccame known to him, ancL 
then, ^ 

“ He fpoke, even with regret, of thii mif. 
take at the beginning of his mathematical 
B 2 ^ ftudies, 
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fiadies^ in applying kin^lf to tke iv6rks 
BesCi^tes andt^tier^ge^ic^l ^riter$rb<^F<’^ 
he hiid coiiffdered the 'Eluents cff Euclid with 
that altctStion which fo excelfem a wrikr de« 
6rvtB^** 

After all, if this was a fault ih him, it was 
a fault that aftually gdv^ birth to all thdfe vail 
improvements which he afterwards made in 
tteie fciehces. 

The truth is, when he came to the college, 
Des Cartes was all the vogue. That eminent 
sjiatfaematician and pMlofopher had greatly 
extended the bounds of algebra, in the why * 
of eXbreffing gcoUietrical lines by algebraicu 
hiyjiatk>ns, thereby introduced a new me- 
thod of treating geometry. 

pur author ftiuck into this new analytical 
'way, and prefently faw to the end of the tar- 
tlieft advances made by Des Cartes ; but hav- 
ing fotiuded the depth of that auihor^s under- 
'ftanding, without ieeling the extenfive power 
cf his own, he proceeded to read thofe pieces 
;of Dr. Wallis which were then printed, and 
;perti^ilaf% his Arithmedca Infinitorum.Here 
Vur eisthdr ^ found that matter which fet his 
boundlefs invention tb¥6rk. 

. In this ingenSotts perfoVmaoce, the 
%rated author had carried the meniunitiOn erf 
bufve lined figures to a pitch Wh^^'had n^t as 
l|iyet beef| exceeded. Amongft others, had 
l^ua^/or given the areas i>f a fern of 

dEurves 
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Olives expretesd ij) way of Oes Cartest 
by algebraic equations, ^ 

taingeometriMJ progrcffioo; wbc^yiteafiljr 
apppoaredi a» he thatf if. ^tMuraen 

each of thefc areiu another could be found, fo 
that the terms of the aggregate feriet. aiccr fuoli 
interpolation, fhoufd be to each other.. CDoti? 
nually in the^ame jfcale of proportion ; tbeo 
the fird of the iotec^bd areas would give the 
quadrature of the circle. But. how tp per^ 
form this interpolation, was. to him. an bfe* 
pprable difficulty ; here, therefore, he wae 
forced to put a &qp.tO hU refearches at thU 
period. ^ 

In the winter, between the yeaif and 
166^. Mr. Newton took up thp fub}eS» and. 
tho’ fcarcely twenty-two years old. pfe/endy 
pafled the bounds that natprp bad fist tq his 
great praecurfor ; and. frem this beginning, 
by an amazing fagacity. jmned to the mpll 
intenfe application, carried the doftriae of ibr 
finite fcries, in lels than tWQ yqars tiioe> aimoft 
to perfe^lion. But this coM 4 be completed 
only by the help pf the meihp^ of fiayi^s. 
which was invented 1^^ htnif in die fipeiog pf . 
the year 166; ; and to<^ Me ri& mm a cir* 
caxnllance not itnuch^nnlike that .wbicAt ^ 
birth to the/ermer. ' ' . ' 

Mr. Feidsat had, about the year 1(^0. 
upon a way of disfermining the Maxtiea mid' 
Minima, by a method of the fame kind with 
that of fluxions ; he bad likewife drawn tan- 
gents to curves, In fotne of the lefs difficvdt 
«C 3 * cafes. 
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c«iet« Ao inilanee of thi& method is given }jf 
Atodrw a Schooteoy in his Commentary on 
De* CArtts\, Geoinetiy> printed in ^649. 

Mr. Newton reading that author, in ^663, 
took^ Ootice of this method, and remarked, 
(hat it was confined to fimple rational quanti- 
ties only'. Therefore, having now, by pur- 
fuinjg the method of interpolatii^n, found out 
his tamoos binomial theorem, and made it 
general, by the happy thought of ufiog^j^nde- 
hnile indices, or exponents of powers ; he ob* 
femd, the rule for drawing tangents, whi(^' 
he had feen in Schdoten, thereby became uni- 
verfal, and might b« extended, by this means, 
to quantities involved either in fradlions or 
(urds, and with the fame cafe too, as to ra- 
tional powers or roois^ 

by this means, the operations of multipti* 
cation, divifion, and extra£tion of roots, were 
reduced to one common way of confidering 
them j whence the bounds of anal)rts werU 
much extended; and a Ibundatiou laid for its 
booming tifi^iverfai^ 

After this, he prefcntly perceived the way 
of applying the fame rule to find the degree of 
curvature ni curves at any giyen point j and, 
iMuag now fenfihle, chat^tbts rule, by the help 

hiyMeftnite indices, would ferve for find- ' 
iog iM proportion of indeterminate quanti- 
ties of any kind, he thought of laying a 
foundiltiofi fuiuble to the large extent oE>it. 
'1^2 chUs end, he confidered, chat mathematical 
quantity might, very agreeably to nature, and 
•W even 
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€v<p daily experience^ be conceived as genc-^ 
raced by local fnotion> either uniform or con*" 
tinually accelerated ; and that either if) un- 

varying proportion, dr changing in any ^vea 
rule of variation* 

To reduce To general a principle into a pro- 
per form for calculation, he obferves^ fird of 
all, Thar, as hereby quanuea became greater 
or Icfs, according ter the greater or Icflcr vtio* 
cities of the motion tirith which they were ge- 
nerated, hence the whole bafinefs confifled in 
determining the proportion of thefe velocities. 
But the co.ifideration bf different degrees of 
velocity nece(!arilv involved that of time, and' 
abfolutely depencled upon" it. Therefore he 
compared the motions &f all other quafttitiei 
with that of time ; and, f**om the flowing of 
time, and the moments thereof, he gave the 
name of flowing Quantities to all quantities 
which encreafeintime ; and that of fluxions to 
the velocities of their iocreafe ; and chat of 
moments to their parts generated in momenu 
of time. ' ^ 

Oblerving then, that ciine flowed uni- 
formly, he reprefented it by ibme other quan^ 
tity, which was u<^niit!ered flowing unU 
formly (foi inflance, in determining the areas 
of curved llnfd figures, he reprefented it 'ge^ 
DC ally by equal parts ot the ahfciflra,. aind its 
fliixton by an unit), and confidcriirg ,the fn<^ 
me:ils oj time, oi' of its exponent, at equal to 
one <uch moments he commonly rCiF 

prefented by the IcUsr • drawn inlo an unitv.' 

8*4 tru’ 
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The othef flotvtng qaatitltidsTie reprefenicd 
t/y the ordinaret iri cemputittg the qoadrature 
Df cti)T(^, or^ generally^ by the final letters al 
the ilphaber, n %i tberr fluxidns by the 
tame letters in a dififerent form*, or elfe oillin* 
,£ailhed by points over them, i, *" and 
their moments he expteffed by their fluxions, 
drawn into a moment of time ^ ; hbt did not 
confine his method to ih^ofe ot thele, or any 
particular fymbols Of 'flexions. 

Every thing being thns prepared, he ro- 
duced the whole inquiry to tnis general prob- 
lem . From a given equation, involving arty 
number whatever of fluents, to find the fluxions, 
and vice verfii.”' 7 * ^ 

' This problem he itimiedtatefly applied to all 
the fubjefts which the snethematicl^ns of that 
iimc were bufled iti ftanSiing into ; and puih- 
ihg through every difficulty as Jt.arofe, hepre- 
feotly brought it to that perfedion, cfpcci^ly 
in the quadrature of turves, the fubje^l which 
'flrfl fet him to work, that, in any propofcd 
equation Matever. exprefling the nature of a 
turve, he cooFd tell, whether fuch curve were 
pjoflibJc to be fquaied or no j and then, if ptf- 
flble, could adbiatly give the fquare, either tn 
Unite terms, (thafis, accvrately, if that tojjjd 
iie done) or eKe, by continoal^prbximatic^A 
In atr infinite (cries ; and this in left thati a 


Quarter of an hour. 

In all thele' enqtnries he knew not what it 
%as t» brfepulled, hh fagacity always tarty- 
him through every oppofing difficulty '^op 
» to 
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to t)ie end ^hkh he aij^ed at, reded within 
thoTe limits only, which |ie hintijbl^ tt^ou^ht 
proper to put to Tuch kind of Ipecuhtioii's* 
£ut be h)^d now Ifiid in a fu|{icient Ajklc 
theie mate, Hals, which he knew how t;6 wlar^ 
too if* there ihould be ^ca^dh lor it ; and he 
could not think of throwi^ aw^ hU time 
upon meer abdraAed ^cutjillpns, hov^ ehtier*> 
taming fotver they n^ght t;^e. Ai;cording1y, he 
now turned his thoughts (o a Cu,bje^ pf mqrp 
immediate ufe, 

Des Cartes, in his Dioptnes, the bed of his 
performances in philoR>phy, taking pp 
the commonly received opmii(m»,that Hght w^ 
homogeneous ; had, upon this jpHnjc^e, 
.difeovered the laws of j^raQiop, Andrd^qti** 
drated, that the perfeajhg of 
pended on finding out Hio of l^ajlung the 
ilaffes in elliptic, .par^hblic/ 
figures, * ' ? ^ 

The bed mj^thcmetical wi^s yi^ie ,npw at 
work upon this fuble^ J , pafticpj^rly pdr. (af- 
terwards Sir Chridopherjr .about 

.this time, madq' c6nhd^{^e^|SMnce,s tc^ 
yards cpmplfai,ipg,thi3 (pifoljil^an'w^qtiqu, 
as it wasthcnjtbdp^t^fo]^. ' 

Mr. NewJtQa, tKcreftrc, jaci (pawr fiPt,hp^ 
to the college, "jhgn he apphed hjmfclT, in 
year j666, to the gnpdiijgif jpptic gl^ttcs pf 
..other figures than*5>herical/ bja^ingnp dyh^ud 
as yet of the homogenepus nature 
' but not hitting prefentfy Uptfii any thine: ip tUs 
jtttempt which fucceeded to Us infn<J,'Tc 

^ S cured 
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cured a g^6 prifin^. in order tb try the cele- 
^ brated pnsenome&aof' cblbursi not long before 
‘ ^fcovered by Griinaldi. 

He wa« innch pkafed at firft with %dewing 
tlie vivid brigblpefs of the colours produced 
by this experiinent ; but. after a while> ap- 
plying hinifeirtoxonfiderthem in a philofbphi- 
cal way» 'with that circumlpeAion which was 
natural to hinii he became immediately fur- 
prized to fee them in an oblong form ; whichf 
according to the received rule of refrkAions- 
ought to jiave been cwular : yet» at fir(l| he 
/l^liaght the irregularity^ight poiTibly be no 
inorC than accidental ^ but this was a queflion, 
]|e cpold not leave without further iatisfaAion : 
he therefolc prefently invented an infallihle 
mefllid of deciding it ; and this produced his 
New Theory of Light and Colours. 

However, the theory alone, nnexpeAed and 
furpri(ing as the diicovery was, did notfatisfy 
him ; he rather copfidered the proper ufe that 
might be made for improving telefcopess 
which wae^his firft defign. . 

To this end, Heaving now difcovered light 
jiot to be homogeneal, but an heterogeneous 
mixture of differemly refrangible rays, he 
computed the errors arifing from this difesent 
relFrangibility, and finding' them to exceed 
fcHoe hundreds of timea tbofe ofcafioned by 
rhe circular figure of the glafles, he laid afide 
his glafs wom^i and took teflcAions into 
coQwradoa,. 
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He novv; anderftood* that optical inflrume^te 
might be brought to any degree Ipf pcrfcdlion 
imaginable, provided a reflefltdg fabdance 
cduld be found, which would polifli as finehr 
as glafs, and reflefi as much light as gli^s 
tianfmits, and the art of it a paial^pKc 
£gure be aMb obtained, ^fiutthefefeemed'to 
him very great difficulties^ nay^ he alaibft 
thought them infuperable, when be faither 
confidered, that every irregularity in a reSefI* 
ing fuperficiesi makes the rays dray five or iGx 
times more from their due courfe, than the 
like irregularities in a rcfradling one. 

A mid ft thefe thoughts, he was forced froni 
Cambridge by the ^ague^ and it was moi^ 
than two years before heiAadef ahy farth^ pro- 
gre^^therein. Howcvcr3cwasfaf£mmpa|^^ 
aw^^ the hours in a uegTigence jjf t^dghc 
ill (he country ; on the contrary, vt was here« 
at this time^ that he firft ftarted the hint that 
gave rife to the fyftem of the world s which U 
the main fob)^ of his Principfa. 

The confideration of acceterac^ motxbo In 
tlie method of flusdons above^ snentihntd, 
which he was ftill improving, imavoidabiy led 
his thoughts to the fub|eft of Wavity, the ef- 
fect, of which » aulofbnce bfthat znodon fn 
nature. And now, he &t in a garden a^e 
in the country, he very naturally fell injto fdme 
reflexions -on the power of this principle ; 
That, as this power is dot found fenfihiy di- 
minilhed at the remoteft diftancefrpiit thlt Ctn- 
Ue of the earth to which we can nfe, Veidier 
B £ * at 
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-lit the tcii>s oT the l^feft baiWiogi; tibr 6n\he 
fttmmiti of iko kiglwfft Ihbtiiitairfs, It uppeffreA 
.to hfm rea^naWto ^oOclude»^ ^ax tkii pow£t 
)nftt extend i^ch Vainer than tvas 
Aoag^. Why jnhths lii^ai tho ttidOfi ? faid 
"he to’hhoreTT; and, if So, h^t tti^tidn mull be 
jtiflaenced by it : perhaps Ih^ wS*etaiiied iti 
.her orbit thofel^: however, thd^ the po^er 
of gravity 5s not iehfibly weakened in 'the lit- 
tle change oT diHance at which we can place 
cwifetves from the centre ofthc earth ; yet it 
is* very poffible, that, as high as the moon, 
thif power may di&er much in ftrength from 
whht it is here. 

‘^<0 lOake an cSiipitle what might be the 
^mee oT this diniti^tion, he eorifidered with 
that, Tf thehtiobnbe retained ih ’‘her 
otoit'by'^hc force of gravity, no douE^'iffie 
piiro:^ planets are earned round the fon 
ibe^ like ^'ower ; and, by comparing the 
periods Of the levcral planeta .with their di- 
flanees from the fun, ne fbufl^, that,. if any 
TCWei^like gmity'held them in their cotsrfes, 
tWftres^h xnifft deereafe in the duplicate pro* 
'^portioft ofthc hfefeaieht d:i^dnce. " 

This cdncluded, by fiippoilng them to 
move in perfcifl circles coiicentrical to the fun, 
from which 'ihfi orbits of fhe greateft part of 
hem do hot much di0er, SuppQdng therefore 
thc^power of |ravi^, ^li^hrneexmnmjd to the 
ibobfl to dedreafeiin the (ame manner, hetotn- 
,tt|ked wlitther BiAtTorce ^uW‘be fisffficieftt io 
Keep the moon in kScoibit. 

In 
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^ ^ Tfi iVn tdiA^tasidni being sbfest from 
i>60k», he took the eomtinm iti ^ 

among geographers wd Oer .ftameii before 
Norwood had meafiircd Ibe eavtk, $bat lixty 
Eoglifli miles complete one degree of latitude^ 
but, as this is a very &ult/?^pe^ion, each 
dcgreo containing about fiirt^^nine 
miles and an half, hit computation^ upon itidid 
nof make the powerof gravity, decrealing 4 n^ 
duplicate pro^rtihn to the oilbnce* ani^ycra*. 
ble to the power whkh retained the. ihoon in 
jier Orbit ; whence he concluded that iomb 
other caufe muftat lead join with the ,a^ron 
of the jpower of gravity on tlie«iiioon. 'Foe* 
^this reafon, he knd «aiide» for that ihne^ any 
farther thooghtsttpon the matter, ^ ' 

An edfinefs fo Mgned, as to give np a ft- 
voufite opmton, founded upon the heft mlrcmd- 
mical obfervadona of the whole ^planetary fyf- 
tern, is an illadrioas proof of a temper 
fitted for philofophical enquiries, ^ ^ 

Mr, Voltaire relates it, as an anecdqie df 
particttlar nfe in the hiftoiy of ihe hmnsm 
mtnd ; as it (hews, at dnee, «both how greit 
an exaftnefs is neqeffaij in^fe ftieilces, and 
Iftcewife howdiiinraiefted Mr* MewtOtt'#ai4b 
his fearch after truth; ^ ‘ ^ 

It is indeed a little ftiprifing; tbatbeflidold 
.not then be acqnaintedivith^r.Notwood’s 
Menfqradoif, wnsch^was ma^in } and 

‘^eems'to be morefOftHl, that he^did no^in- 
fextn bhD(elf,< when- be returned to Ciia^i^idge, 
^ ^ whidi 
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which he did ihonjy sSux ; andy in the follow* 
ing year, 4667, was chofen fellow of his coL 
]ege» and. took the degree of maft^r of arts 
the faaie year, haviag proceeded, bachelor of 
arts three yean before. But at this time he 
apparently thought it not poffible, that the ol d 
aicikoiring could be fo grolUy wide of the truth 
aa it really is^ and he was remarkably clear af 
that vanity, which in other eminer^t inventors 
is idefuU io making them forward to pu(h the 
caercife of their inventive faculty. In reality^ 
his thoughts were now engaged upon his new 
ly*proje§ed telefcope by refie^lion $ whichi 
being a veryLofeful invention, he was mod de- 
firous to complete: and, in i^66S, having con* 
fidered what Mr. James Gregory propofedin his 
(^tica Promota, concerning fuch a telefcope, 
with a hole in the midd of the objeh metal to 
tranfinit the light to an eye^^glais placed be* 
biiid it, be thought the difadvantages would be 
ib great, that he refolved, before be put any 
Amg into praAice, to alter Mr. Gregory’s de» 
fign, and place the eye-glafs at the fide of the 
lube, rather than in the middle ; he then 
made a fmall inftrujnent, .with an obje£i*metal 
Spherically concave but this wasv^only a rude 
cfihy, the chief defed lay in wanting a good 
|>dt(h for the metal. This therefore he let 
himfeif to find^ut, when Dr. Barrow lefigning 
the mathematical chair at Cambridge to him, 
on the eighth of November, in the year 
ififip, ihe bufinefsof that profeifQrflbip inter- 
rupted 
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rupted his fitcenrion to the lelldcone for # 
while. ^ 

In the tneafi time, a« unexpeAed oecafion 
drew from aathor a dtfiovery of the vaft 
improvements he had made in geometry hy the 
help of bis new analyfis. 

Lord vifcount Brouacker, the year belbrii 
had poblBhed a quadrature of the hyperbole 
in an infinite feries; which» by the help of Df. 
Wallis’s divifion, was foon afcir detnonftrated 
by Mr. Nicholas Mercator^ in his Logarithm 
motechnica, in 1668. 

This being the firft appearance of a feries of 
this forty drawn from the particular nature jof 
the curve expreflhd in an abftraApdi algabraicat 
equationy and tbatm a menner very newy the 
book prefently came into the hands of Dr. 
Barrowy then at Trinity»col|ege ; who haw* 
ingy upon another occafiooy been informed 
fbme time before by Mr. Newioti, that he had 
a general method of drawing tatigentSy cem« 
municated this invention of Morcator’s to that 
fellow collegian : upon fight t^ whichy Ofir 
author brought him tbofe papera of his own^ 
that contained his Analyfis per squationts nu« 
mero Wminorum infinitas. ^ , 

The doAor perufing it^ ftood ahiazed at the 
prodigioua performancey and s mmedtately acr 
quainted his friend Mr. Collins with it ; at 
whole reqdefi he afterwards obtained kaya of 
Mr. NewtOn to fend him the papers, 
Collins taking n copy before he returned ^the 

irttToxf. 
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ireafure* tbe^ce got the means of dirperfing 
other tranfcnpts to all the moll eminent of'hia 
matbrmaucil Iicq4ijiini4npe. But** notwilb- 
ftaadlng tbis> It wat not till many years after* 
wards, that the fall extent to whieh our au- 
thor had carried the invention came to be well 
IHidenflood. 

Mr. Fontenelle obferves, that it was natural 
to expe6^, that Mr* Newton, upon feeing 
JMercator's bodk, would have been forwaid to 
«pen his treafure, and thereby iecure to him- 
felf the glory of being the fir ft difeoverer. 
But this was not his ivay of thinking ; on the 
contraryt we know, from his own words, that 
he thought Meicator had entirely difeovered 
'his fecret; or that others would, before he was 
of a 4 )roper age for writing to the public. The 
empty name of t)arely doing what no body elie 
could do, he' looked njpon as a child’s bauble; 
his views were much higher, aad more noble ; 
he thought to build his &me upon a more Aibt- 
.ftantial foondation. 

^hefe «fpeculauve iaventiona, therefore, 
however io^eaipus^ vreit kept by him, as 
aecciTary tQQls.aiV(\ knplements in hisreiearcbes 
into the works of numi there ebe knew they 
would be of ufe jtq hb&> and he knew too 
how to ufe them there ,to ^advantage ; and in 
thefe views only jt Avas, that he fet any parti* 
culv value upon them* Nay, he was now 
tually making this ufe of them, in difeovering 
Che propertiesand J^lsavel^lIg At fubtle actions 
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* mA% 1 \U thoQghts had been tor fonto ttolte 
tbiefly^ employed apbo opUcs,*^ he made hn 
difeoveriee in that feienee the fttMeA of hh 
le^ares, for the three firft year» after be 
appointed mathematical profeiSbr. . 

He had not finiibed tbefe leflnreii, when be 
was chofen fellow of the i^al fbeie^, is (e- 
nuaty^ 1671-2; -and, havii^ now bronghl nis 
I'haory of Light ebd Coloiin to a great de- 
gree of Perfedlionf^ he commoiiicated it 
that fociety» 6rft to have their ju^ment4ipon 
it, and it was afterwards poblimd in their 
TraQfa^liojns of February nineteen •1672. . 

The reafon of this condud » folly oedaaea> 
in the following letter of hss to'' Mr. Olden- 
burg. 


Trinity-college. Fdbi lOi l67X*2« 

« S I R, 

I T was an efleem of the royal fecietv far 
mod candid and able judges ki philofopnical 
matters, encooraged nUe to preient them with 
that Difeoorfe of Light and Cidoors, which 
fince they have (b favcMM’hbly accepted of^ 1 do 
earneilJy deiire you to return them my cordial 
thanks. I before thought it*a great favour to be 
made a member of that honourable body ; but 
1 am now more feniible of the ad vantage- ^or, 
believe me, Sir, I do not only elleem it a onty 
to concur with them in the promotion of real 
knowledge, but a great priviledge, that, 16- 
* Head 
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Read of expofing difeour&s to a prejudiced |pd 
cenforious mtdtitude {by which means manv 
truths have been baflied and loft) I, may witn 
freedom apply nnyfelf to fo judicious and im- 
^rtial an auembly. 

As to the printing of that letter^ I am iatif- 
fied with their judgment, orelfe 1 Ihouid have 
thought it too ftrait and narrrow for public 
view. 1 deOgn^ it only to thofe who know 
Jtow to improve upon hints of things; and 
therefore to fiiun tediournefs* omitted many 
fuck remarits and experiments as might be col- 
lected by confidering the afligned laws of re- 
fraCUons ; fotne of which, 1 oelieve, with the 
generality 6f men* would yet be almoft as 
caking as any I defcrlbed. But yet, fince the 
royal fociety have thought it fit to appear pub- 
licly, 1 leave it to their pleafure : and, per- 
haps, to fupply thef afotefaid deieds, 1 may 
fend you fome more of the experiments to fe* 
cond it, if it be fo thought fit, in the enfuing 
Tranfaclions. 

f have no more but to offer my acknow- 
ledgments of your kindnefies in parucular, ani 
my thanks for the pains you are pltalcd to un- 
dertake in prinuifg that letter, 

•‘SIR, 

** 1 am 

Your faithful fervant,i^ 


•• I. Newton 
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But, notwitfaftanding all^ this precaudon’^ 
wMch was taken io pitparing it tor public 
view» yet k was (p abftin^ely new and unTaf^ 
pefled, nnd totally fubveriive of all inens fettled 
opinions in this matter i fuch a nice degree of 
accuracy and exa^nefs was nccrflary in mak- 
ing the experiments upon which it wai 
founded ; and the reafoning^fo upon thofe 
experiments was fo very fubtm and penetrat-^ 
ing« that it no fooner went abroad into the" 
world, than it found oppofers in all quarters 
where ever it appeared* 

Our author was thus unexpeAcdly drawn 
into various difpotes about it ; which being, 
for the mod part, occafioned, either by to6 
much haftineis iiv tryttfg his expenmenUt or 
clfe by reafoning wrong upon them* were very 
grievous to him. 

He had fpenc eight years in repeating -the 
e^peiiments which afccitained the truth of the 
and now thought to obbgc the world, 
by difLlofing one of the mod tuddcn fccrets of 
narure; and there was room to exped the be** 
ntfa£lion would be received with all imagina- 
ble gratitude : but, deeped as they wjere in, 
error* the difeovery feems to have been con- 
ilrued into a reproach of their ignorance ; and 
they fufTesyd for it* 

By this fpecimen, the great inventor cIcSi ly 
faw what would be the ccnfequcnce of giv- 
ing the of hib Theory, where he knew 
theie mull appear fo many yet more amazingly 
feve:c truth:. 


For 
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i For idki* rea;&n» )(6 laid vp M> optical lac** 
tares, ajFWr fie hft4 tfiem for the pvefs 

sHHi a to DflibBik as he 

had referied, Tor Ae demonAraeioes of fome 
things therein, to Me Anal^fis per as^uationes 
ouipero 'terminomoi inAoitai; his intention 
was; the teftures Aould be aceoespanted with 
it : for which pnrpofe he had enlarged and re- 
vised it, and caA it into a better form. He 
bad likewift iUnftratcd it With a great variety 
fif mmpies, and .let Ae^ whole method of 
fluxions entirely in a new' light However, he 
had not completed bii whole defign, before 
the decree agaioft pnblication was paiTed ; for 
)he had thonght of adding Ac manner of re* 
folving filch oroblentl as oauld not be re- 
duced to guadratnresF which he never com^* 
pletcd. 

^ la this condiiCl, our author evidently aQcd 
agamfl bis own fame ; bat that motive had lit- 
weight with him, when thrown in the bal- 
lance againfl the fweet eidoyment of unruf- 
flled foretiity of thought ; a blefflag which he 
Wdoed above all ;he glory that maAematics or 
jASofopI^ coaM he^ upon him. . 

In tlm^ccoiiat which he gave biutfelf, fome 
jyears after, of thofe proceedings, he fays, 

1 blamed my own imprudence, Ifor paning 
with fo fnbftantial a bleffing as my quiet, to 
eun after a fliadow.’’ 
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Ytt clieft dif^tfcSy yextfillMis ftt they were# 
4 id hifider mHn goiilE oi| to finiih hU 
refleaii)g-ldtefe<^» the lifi(|ft&metfuitely ttfe* 
fttl part of iatk .cpAi^ t 
there was no ad^hite >eeeffity fbr the parabo^k 
lie figare of the glaiTesi |f niet&b could 

be ground truly fphtt^/thnv U/OttUbear Ofe 
great apertures as^ntui #Ottld^ able fo^ giee 
o polifh tOf he pdliiple^ antniher ittfthnAent 
of this kind ; which aerTwering (die ^purpofe ft 
well» as, thongh it was only fix indbes 
yet he hadfeen with it JopitCr d^ftinfAiy roouo* 
as alib his four fttellitcs, luid Venus horned^ 
he fent it to the royal fociety at ^thei|^ requeii^ 
together with a drfeription of iff which was 
afterwards publtAied in the ' Fhilofophics^ 
Tranfadious for the twenty eighth of March» 
1672* Number cighty«one, ^ 

There aie like^^fe, in the fWp immediately 
fubfequent numbers, feteral further Obfenra^ 
tiona and particulars relating to this new in- 
vention, communicated by him jo the view of 
feconding the deiig^ of the fociety, to recom- 
mend it to fome ikilfui artiHs, ibr further in^ 
provement, with refpiefi tothotwe partkums 
which were {till wanting, a proper 'coinpofitiClb 
of metaU and a good poliib. ' 

The fame year, 1672, he publifted, it 
Cambrid^ in Bcrnardi Varenn Ged- 
pra^ia Generalis, in qua A^eftioaet Genera- 
Jes Tclluris explicantur anfia k iUuftrata ab If, 
Newton. * ^ 

About 
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< About thill tint^ ;be )m 4 likewife'^lnne 
lhoi|gh>i 9 oif publiJttuig Algebra^ 

but WffWArds'dro&p^tbat ^efignf 

In npobe laying ctelm to (bme 

of kis iitvetitioA& in hts New/Theory of Light 
and Colours^ he averted his right thereunto 
xritb 'a becoming fpiric; and, the following 
year, at the requeft of Mr, Leibnitz, he wrote 
jtwo lettersi to be communicated to him, 
.wherein he explained his invention of infinite 
■ feries, and took notice how far he had im- 
proved it by his method of fluxions ; which, 
bowever, he iUll concealed, by a trafifpoii- 
,tion of ^ letters into an alphabetical order, 
.that made up the two fundamental problems of 
it. This was done, that he might be at li- 
,berty to alter bis method in fome things, in 
cafe any body elfe flioold find it out. 

In the winter between 1676 and 1677, he 
JTouod the grand pjropofition, that, by a centii- 
petal force rcciprccally as the ^uare of the 
dillaqce. a planet muil revolve in an ellipfis 
about the erntre of force placed in the lower 
.foQUs of the eilipAs, and with a radius drawn 
,to thajt ccfvtie defer ibe areas proportionable to 
,ihe time. 

In 16 Bo, he made feveral aflronomical ob* 
ibrvations'upoa the comet that then appeared ; 
^which, for ibme confiderable timd» he took 
toot to be one and the fame, but two difiFe sent 
, comets, againft the fofpicion of Mr. Flam* 
Ikpd. 

, However, 
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^ Howev&ry thecmireatteom of «he theory of 
centfipetal and ctomfogBl f6xi^% being At 
Ibbjeftof i&ttch eiHjiiiry abotir tUs tiiiMs» he 
received a letter iecm Mr* Hookey explaieinir 
what ttaft be the line delcribcd by n failing 
body^ fuppoTed to be noved tircoh^ by the 
diurnal motion of the earth» and perpendicn^ 
larly by the power of gravity ; whereia he 
ihewed, that it would not be a fpiralvlitie, but 
an eccentrical elJiptoid, fuppofing nOireSibince 
in the medium ; but, in cafe oT refidance, it 
would be an eccentric ellipd^fpirab wbidi» 
after many revolutionsp would reA in the cen* 
tre at la(l ; and that the fall of the body would 
not be dircflly eaft, but to the ibuth-ead| and 
more to the (both than the eaft.^ * 

This letter put Mr* Newton upon enquiriag 
what was the real figure in which fuch a body 
moved; and this enquiry gave occafion to his 
refumiog his forqier thoughts eoaceroing the 
moon : and Ficart having, not long' before, 
vi2, in 1679, mcafured a degree of uta earth, 
by uiing his mealures, the moon appeared to 
be retained in herorbit^purely by the power of 

f ravicy; and, ^confeqaenjJy, that this power 
ecfeafes in the duplicate proportion of the 
didance, hs he had formerly conjeflured* 
Upon this principle, he found the UnO de^ 
fcribed hy a filing body to be an elHpfis, the 
centre of the earth being one fotas ; and dicing 
by this means, that the primary planets reaby 
* moved in-fuch orbits as Kepler had gneffid, 
be hadihe fetisiaOion to fee, that this enquiry^ 

whi^ 
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whidb lie had undertake ae feft out 4>f ^sSeer 
cttriofity* coaid be jetted to tl^ grooeft par« 
polei. HcttaJiQQ ife drew up near ^ dosca, 
piopofittiMs,fdidu]^ii>^ modem the pm 
maty planets about the fun; whidhi were com^ 
mumcated to tift royal fiiciety ia* the latter end 
of theyttvr 168 j. 

The beft mammafiical idts were engaged 
npOn this fubjedl ; and, among others* Mr. 
HaHby* in 1683-4* having proved2the..dupli»> 
cate proportion in general mm Kepler’s {efqaU 
altccate ratio* foand hxmfelf, as wml as the reft, • 
not able to carry the demon^ation through all 
the pardculars. 

I'htts baffled, he applied, flrlt* to Sir 
Chriftoplier Wren and Mr. Hook ; bat<4neet- 
ing ndth no &ttsfa£iion from them* refUefs as 
he was to pidh* if poiTible* this purfuit* as 
well as all others, in which he heartily en- 
gaged* to a degree of per^dion* he took a 
journey in Auguil to Cambridge* in orde;- to 
confaU Mr. Newton, 

Our author prefcntly informed him* that he 
had abfolutely completed the much defired 
demondration ; ai^ Mr. Halley receiving it 
from him in November* made him a fecond 
viiit at Cambridge | where he got hie confent, 
with fome difficolty* to have it enterqd^in the 
regiAcr-books of the royal roctecy. After 
which* bjr Mr. Halley’s importunity* and the 
feejueft of that fbeiety* our author was pie- 
f vailfid with to hnifh the work. 

a The 
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The third book, behig only a corollary of ' 
Tome propoiitions in firll, was thm drawn 
up by him in the popular Way, with a 
to pttbliih it in that form with the other two : 
bat the manufcript being prcfei^ed with a de« ^ 
dication to theVoyd^ociety, in April, i 6 S 6 ^ 
Mr. Hooke, very injurioully, infill^ Upon 
his having demon ilrated Kepler's probletn be^- 
fore our author ; whereupon, rather than be 
involved again in controveHy, he deterpiined 
to Tupprefs the third book, till his fiiend^ra- 
vatjed upon him to alter Aat refolution. flow- 
ever, he was now ton%unccd, that i| would be 
beft not to let it go abioad without ftrid dc- 
jnonftration. 

Thertook was put to the prefs by the foci- 
cty foon after Midfummer, 1686, under the 
care of Mr. -Halley, then afTiftant-fccretary^ 
and it came out about Midruirnner, 1^87, un- 
der the title of Phibfophise Naiuralis rrinci- 
pia Mathematica. 

From hence it appears, rtiat this treatife, 
full of fuch a variety of profound inventions, 
was compofed from fcarce any other matcriai.; 
than the few propbfitions bc£bre- mentioned, in 
tiiefpaceof eighteen months. 

'I'he fccond edicion, with great stddixiona 
and improvements by th^ author, w^as printed' 
in 1713, 410, under the dircdllon of JMr. Ro- 
ger Cotes, profefibr of a ftronomy and experi- 
mental philofophy in that oniveffity; who pre- 
fixed a preface, giving an account of the phi- 
lofophy contained in the book, cfpccial]/ with 

VoL. XL C regaid 
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re|^ to die famed rortices of Des Cartes ; 
wEicbv diough' irrefragably refuted bereio* 
mn had their abettors. 

l%e laft edition* with dill farther improve- 
ments by the author* was publiihcd at Lo&«- 
don* in 4to, under the care of Henry Pernber* 
ton* M. D. 

This book* in which our author hhd built 
anewfydemof natural philofophy, upon^he 
xaoft/ublime geometry* did not meet at 
wit|i alhtheapplaufe itdeierved* and was one 
day to receive. Two reafons concurred in 
producing this cfFed: Des Cartes had then got 
full podeflion of the wivorld ; his philofophy* 
was, indeed, the creature of a fine imagiha* 
tion, gaily dielTed in a tempting metaphorical 
iUie ; he had given her* likewife* fon\c of na- 
ture’s tine features, and paihted the rcA to a 
ieeming "of nature’s likenefs, with a fmiling 
countenance | befides, whatever fhe faid was 
eafily underftood ; and thus fhe yielded heiielf 
up* without any great difBculcy, to tier vota- 
jies. Upon thefe accounts* people in general 
even took unkindly an attempt to awake thefh 
out of fo pleafing a dream, ' 

On the other hand* Mr. Newton had* with 
an unparalleiled penetration* purfued nature 
up to her mod fecret abodes, and was intent 
to demoaftrate her reitdence to others* rather 
than ankious to point out the way by wUch he 
ariived at it him (elf. He finifhed his piece in 
that elegant concifenefs* which had juffly 
arained the antients an univerfal efteem. In- 
deed* 
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Aeedy tii« consequences flcuv .wkh.Aich rapidity 
from tbc principles, tliai tbe reader is oj^jP 
leA to fuppiy a ioW chain to cosine<ft them ; 
tlieiiefore it r^uired.mme time isefbre the world 
QflUd underfiand it; tbc beft mathematicians 
were obliged to Andy it with care betore they 
could be maAera of it ; and thofe of a loiter 
cUfs dm A not uen^ upon st, dll epconraged 
by the teAimonies nr ^ moAleatned : but, at 
JaA, when its wmtli camp xo be fuftdenrly 
known, the approbation which had bcfo^ Sp 
Aowly gained, became uiriveHal $ aii^olhins 
was to be heard ftpim iH quarters bii^ 
nerai Aiont of adiiui|Cion* * ^ 

Does Mr. Newton egt^ or d^rink, or 
'Aeep, like other 4iieo I” Taya, tbe mar^ui^i 
Tdopital, one of the greateA mathematicians 
of* the age, to the Englidi who viAted him i 
** I reprefent him to mySelf as a cele||ial go- 
nius, entirely difengaged from matter/^ 

The general fubje^ of tlie Principia is the 
dodrine of motion, which is dm moA confi- 
dcrable of all others for eAabliAiiag the nrA 
principles pf philoTophy by geometrical de« 
snooAnuioo. The underufcing was bpgqn by 
JOes Cartes ; but, taking up with erots txpo* 
riments, without examination, he derived bis 
concluA^ns too haAily. Mr* Npwton both 
faw tbe imAake, and, at the lame how 
jextrexaely difficult it would be tp avoid it ; 
but be h^d the refplndon to ouk^ the attempt, 
* C 2 and 
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and he alone badilrength to complete the exe- 
cution. 

To this end, by e:trperiments made with the 
rood accurate exadneis, and obferved with the 
niceft circumfpedlion and fagacity, he firll dif- 
covers what are the real phaenomena of motion 
arifmg from the natural powers of gravity, 
elallicity, the refiftance of fluids, and the 
lil^e ; whence he rifes, by the help of his own 
fublime geometry, to inveftigate the true 
forces of,t]iefe powers of nature; and then, 
from tht>fe forces, demonflrates the other pha:- 
noniena ''^particularly, in jettling the fyAem 
of the heavens, he d^onilrates mathetnati- 
cally, in the firfl book, \\hat are the genuine 
of central forces, in all hypotheies 
whatfoevei that can he framed concerniog the 
laws of attfa4flion ; then, from Kepler’s rules, 
and other aftronomical and geographical obfer* 
vations, he (hews, what the particular laws of 
attradion are in nature ; and proves, that this 
attra£tioD is every where the fame as the ter- 
reftrial gravity ; by the foice of which, all bo- 
dies tend to the fun, and to the feveral pla- 
nets. • 

Then, from other demonftrations, which 
are alfo mathematical, be deduces the motion 
of the planets, the comets, the moon, and the 
fea. 

In the height of all thefe profound, philo- 
fophical refeaiches, juft before his Priucipia 
went to the prefs, the privileges of the univer- 
fity being attacked by king James 11, our au- 

thop 
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^thor appeared among the moll hearty defend- 
ers ; and was, accordingly, one of the dele- 
gates to the high commiflion court ; where the* 
fteady defence they made was fo unexpefled 
by the court, that the king thought proper' to 
drop the affair. 

After this, he was chofen one of the uni- 
verfity reprefentatives in the convention parJi- 
' ament in 168S, where he attended till its dif- 
•folutien. 

Mr. Montague, afterwards earl of Flalli- 
^ fax, iat likewife, for the firll time, in that 
parliament ; and, being bred at the fame col 
ifcge, was well acquainted with our autiior’-» 
abilities ; and undertaking the gicat work of 
recoining the money >vhen he became chancel- 
lor of the Rxchequer, he obtained of thekmg, 
for Mr, Newton, in 1696, the office of war- 
den of the Mint, 

• This poll put him in a capacity of doing 
fignal fervice in that affair, which was of fo 
great importance to the nation: and, three 
years after, he was promoted to be matter of 
the Mint: a place, commnunibus annis, worth 
twelve or fifteen hundred pounds a year ; 
which he held till his death. 

Upon this promotion, he appointed Mr. 
William Whifton, then mofter of arts atCIai^- 
hal), his deputy in the mathematical profe/Tor^ 
Ihip at Cambridge ; giifjng him the full profits 
of the place:, and, not wng after, procured 
him to be his fuccefTor in that pott. * 

C 3 The 
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- The roya! afeademy of fciei^ces at Parj3, hav- 
in|r» this yeari made a new re|;ttlation for ad- 
*IDitring ford|;iier« into'" their ^(beiety, Mr: 
Newton was immediately ele£hed a membet 
of that academy. 

in 1703, he was choien prefident of the 
royal- fockty ; in which chair he fat for twen^ 
ty £ve years, without interruption, till the day 
of his death. * 

^ In 1704, he publiihed, at London, in 4 to, 
his Optics : or, a Treatife of the Refieflions, ' 
Refra^ions. JnAedions, and Coloura of Light. ^ 
He had now at times einployed thirty years in 
bringing the experiments to that degree of ceN 
tainu and exadn^fs, which alone could fatisfy 
himielf. In reality, thi| feems to have been 
his moil favourite invention. » 

In the fpcculations of infinite (eries^and flex- 
ions, as alfo in his dtinonArafions of the 
power of gtavity in prcferVing the fyftem of 
the world, there had been jfbme, tbo' diftant; 
hints ^iven by others before him; whereas, 
1A the diflefting a ray of light into its firfl con*- 
diluent parikies, which then admitted of no 
farther ieparatton ; in the difcovery of the dif* 
ferent refrangibility of thefe particles thus fc^ 
'paratedi and that thefe conflituent rays had 
ca^ ib. own peculiar colour inherent in it j 
th^ rays falling in the fame angle of incidence 
have alternate fits of fhflrfiioD hod refrafltod; 
lhai bodies are rendered tranfparcnt by the 
tninuteaefs of their potes, and btcoxne opaque 

by 
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by having thrm fai^ ; and* that the moft 
trafifpar«nt bodv» by having a grelt thiimeC?. 
will becoitie leu peg^fous lo the : in alL 
thei'c* which #made up hia Thewy of 
Light and Colours, he was abfolutely and en« 
tirely the firft darter ; and, as the is of 

the mod fttbtle and delicate nature, he thooght 
k neceilkry to be himfelf the laft hnifher of ir. 

The art of making experiments to a certain 
degree of accuracy is far from being a com« 
mon attainment. The tnod trIdog fad that 
^ falls under our notice, is complicated with fo 
> many othfrs which compofe or modify it, that 
it icqaires the utinoddkgacity even to gnefs at 
the particular ingredients of fuch n comjpoii- 
tion, and the niceil dexterity to dilHngufdi 
them from each otHtit The fafts to be exa- 
mined muft be refolved into others, which are 
kiemfetves compounded ; and fomettees, if 
we happen to miftake our way, we ire ted insd 
endlefs and inextricable labyrinths. The truth 
is, the adair that chkBy empfoyed his re- 
ftarches for fo many years, was far from being 
confined to the fuhfed of light altvie ; on the 
contrary, alf that we know of natural bodies 
feemed to be compr^hefided in it ; he had 
found out, that there was a mutual adion at 
a dida'nce between light and other bodies ; 
by which both the* fefledions and' tefradions, 
as well as inilediona, qf the former were con-* 
ftantly produced. ^ 

To afeertain the force Jnd extent of this 
principle of kfiion, was what had all along 
* C 4 ^ engaged 
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engaged his thoughts ; and what, after all, 
its extltme fubtlety, tfcaped even his moft 
cehetratipg fpirit. ‘ However, though he has 
not made lo Full a difeovery of this principle^ 
which directs the courfc of light, as he ha^ in 
relation to the power by which the planets are 
kepi in their courfes ; yet he gave the beft 
directions poflible for fuch as'mightbe inclined 
to carry on the work; and furnifticd maittr 
abundantly enough to animate them to the ' 
purfuit. He has, indeed, heicby opened a 
w.My of paffing from optics to an entire fyftem 
oi phyfics; and, if we look upon his querits, * 
as containing the hiftory ol a great man’s full 
thoughts, even in that view they mull be cn- 
teitaming and curious. 

He was very anxious that his true meaning 
>» them Ihould be rightly underHood ; which 
^as» tq furnifh (uflicient motives for making 
farther enq^uiries ; but, in the mean time, not 
10 determine any thing : and, when Dr. 
Friend publiilied his Lectures in Chym'iil'ry, a 
few years after, in explaining the phacnomena 
of chymic<d expeiiments, «^umcd the attrac- 
tion for a principle, which in the queries was 
only darted as a conjcClure, our author com- 
plained of it as an injury done to him. Upon 
the fame account it was, that in the advertife- 
inent prefived to the Optics, he expicifed ade* 
lire that his t>ook migl^t not be tranflated into^ 
Latin without hir confent; and, when Dr. 
Claike, who, to jfrevent others, immediately 
undeitook it, with his approbation, prefented 
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the manufcript to him, finding herein his fenfc 
accurately exprefTed in elegant language*/ he 
fb.much pieafed with it, that he gave him 
5<>o], or tooL for each of his children* ^ 
Dr. Clarke’s tranflation was printed at Lon- 
don, ill 1706, 4to, and oar author printing a 
fecond edition of this book, with improve-* 
ments, there, in 1718, 8vo, the fecond edi- 
tion of Dr. Clarke’s tranflation was likewife- 
piibJiflied in 17 19, 410. Mr, Peter Code tranf- 
liared it into French from thefecond edition. 

The firll edition of the Optics was accom- 
panied with his Qnadratore of Curves by his 
new analyfis; to which he fubjoined. An Enu- 
meration of the Lines of the Third Order ; 
both contained under the following title; 
'I'ladlatus duo de Speciebus k M^^nitudine 
Figuraruni Curvilinearum. This w« the firft 
appearance in print of his Method ofFluxiom^ 
It was apparently done upon tlie plan of bis 
original in ten tion in 1671, as has beea men- 
tioned. He declined to publifh it then on ac- 
count of a controverfy, and it unluckily proved 
the occafion of drawing him into another now. 

In 1705. queen Anne, in confideration of 
his extraordina’’y merit, conferred the htmour 
of knighthood upon him. t * 

. Jn 1707, Mr. Whifton, by our audioHs 
permifiion, publilhed his Algebraical Le&ixes 
under this title : Arithmetica Uhivei^falis, five 
de Compofitione k Refolouoiie ArithmetiGSe 
Liber ; and it was put injto Englifii by Mr# 
Kalphfon from this edition. 

C s -Sir 
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Sir Ifaac printed aiecond edition, with 
prt^remejtu, under the care oi Mr. Machrin 
proftiflckr of aSronomy at Greaiam< college, and 
ftcretary to the royaKfcciety. « 

This work was another fpeeimen of the vaft 
depth of oaraathor’i genius. Dr. Pediberton 
tells us, that he called thii trcatife by the name 
of Univerfal Arithmetic, in oppofition to the 
injudicious title of Geometry, which 'Des 
Cartes had gmn to the treatife ; wherein be 
ihews how^the geometi^' may affiH hb inven« 
tmn by fuch fciM of computations. 

Mr. s^Gnivefande obferves, that the ableft 
mathematicians of the laft age did not difdain 
to write notes on ihe^Geometry of Des Cartes ; 
** and furely,*’ cootiniiea be, ** Sir Ifaac New- 
ton’s A^hiretic no lefs deferves that honour: 
and, to tacite fome ikilfal hands to undertake 
that work, as well as to Chew the neceifity of 
it, be gave a fpedmen in the explkatioa of 
two pa^ges, which, however, are not the 
moft difficult in that book. Accordingly, 
Mr. Maclaurin dying in the year 1745, ^ 

treatise which was deSgned for a commentary 
npm it. * 

Jn lyii, fwr author’s Aaalyfis per Quanti- 
letum Series, Fluxiones dc Difierentias cum 
Bnttmeradone Linearnm^ Tertii Ordinb, was 
sidffiibed at London, in 4to, by Witliaoi 
jonia, c(i|. F. R. S, who met with a copy of 
the firft of theft pieces among the papers of 
Mr. John Collinf, to whoa, at already men- 
tioned 
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it had been communicated by Dr. Bar<» 
r^w^in i66^. But the invention of approxi^ 
patmg per differentiast or the method of draw- 
inj^ a geomecHcal cnrve of the parabotiV kind 
through any number of points, though Toond 
out by our author long before, and reckoned 
by himielf to be one of his rareft difcoveries,' 
yet iiad not been communicated by him till 
this time. ' 

The publication of this book^was occafioned 
by th^ dilputc about the inycntion of the" me* 
thod of fluxions, \vhjch likeV^fe gave birth 
to the following work, that was undenaken 
by the confent of Sir Ifaac, and printed |he 
next year at London, in 4 to, conmning a coL 
]c6lion ofitvcral letters by Sir Ifaac and othe/Si 
in relation* to that cOncroverA^ under this tide: 
Commcrcium Epiflolkum D. Johannia Col« 
Uiis 6c aliorum, de Analyfi promoti, ju^u So- 
clctatis kbgiae in lucent edituni. ^ . 

In 1714 .. Mr Humphrey Pitton and Mr. 
William Whifton, havine propoled and pab> 
JilheJ, a new method of difeovenng the longir 
tude at fea by fignais, it was laW before Aft 
hDu£c of commons to procure their encowi^- 
ment : upon which a committee wasappatuMi 
to take the matter into confi'deration; wbos 
fending to Sir Ifaac Newton for hre opitWWt 
he immediately drew up the ^Howiqg 
which was delivered to the comiiittM on ^ 
fiicond of Jane. ^ 
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** For determining the Longitade at^ fea 
there have been feveral projefts, true in theory 
but diflictrlt to execute* * 

I. One is by a watch to keep time exa£l- 
Jy , but, by reafon of the motion of a fhip, 
the variation of heat and cold, wet or dry; 
and the difference of gravity in different lati- 
tudes, fuch a watch hath not yet been made. 

“ II. Another is by the cclipfesof Jupiter's 
latellites ; but, by reafon of the length of tc- 
lefooper neceffnry to obferve them, and the mo- 
tion of a (hip at fea, thofe eclipfes cannot yet 
be there obferved. 

IJI, A third is, by the place of the moon ; 
but her theory is not yet exa6t enough for that 
purpofe ; it is exa6t enough to determine the 
longitude within two or three degrees, but not 
within a degree. 

JV. A fourth is Mr. Ditton's projefl ; 
and this is rather for keeping an account of the 
Longitude at foa, than for finding it if at any 
time it fhonld be loft, as it may eafily be in 
cloudy weather. How far this is pradicable, 
and with what charge, they that are ikillad in 
fea-affairs are beft able to judge. In failing 
by this method, when ever they are to pafs 
over very deep feas, they muft fail due eaft or 
weft ; they muft firft fail into the latitude of 
the next place to which they are going beyond 
it, and then keep due eaft or weft (ill they come 
at that place. 


In 
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*<*In the three firft ways there muft be » 
watch regulated by a fpring, and re^ihed 
ever/ vifible fun rife and fun-iet, to tell the 
hour of the day or .night. In the fourth way» 
fuch a watch is not iiece^ry. Jn* the iivfk way 
there mull be two watches, this and the other 
above-mentioned. In any of the three hiH 
ways it may be of fervice to find the Longi- 
tude within a degree, and of much more ser- 
vice to find it within forty minutes, or half a 
degree if it may ; and thcfuccefs may deferve 
rewards accordingly. . 

** In the fourth wav, it is eafier to .enable 
feamen to know their difiance andbearing/rom 
the (bore, forty, fixty, or eighty miles oflT, 
than to crofs the Teas ; and fome part of the. 
reward may be given, when the fiTO; is per- 
formed on the coaft of Great-Britain, for the 
fafety of (hips coming home; and the reft when 
feamen ihall be enabled to fail to an afligned 
remote harbour without lofing their LongU 
tnde, if it may be.’’ 

Upon this opinion the heufe of commons 
threw afide the petition. 

In 17 1 g, Mr. Leibnitz intending to bring 
the world more eafily into a belief, that. Sir 
Ifaac had taken the method of fluxions from 
his differential method ; thought to foil his 
mathematical (kill by the famous problem of 
the trajedories, which he therefore propofed 
to the EngUih by way of challenge. But the 
^foltttioir of this, though it was the mofl diffi- 
cult 
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cult propofition his aotagouft could think of, 
after a great dealof ftttd)r, and» indeed, might 
pais for a confiderabiq.performance in another^ 
yet was k hardly any more than an amufement 
to Sir Ifaac. He received the problem at four 
o’clock in the evening, as he was reuirning 
from the Mint ; and, mough he was extremely 
fatlgced with bufinefs, yet he finiUkcd the fu- 
lotion of it before lie went to bed. 

As Mr. Leibnitz was pi ivy counfeUor of 
juftice to the elejior of Hanover, when that 
prince was raifed to the Bntiih throne, Sir 
tfaac came to be taken particular notice of at 
court ; and it was for the immediate faii^fac* 
tionof king George 1. that he was pievailed 
with to put the la(l hand to the djfputs about 
the invention of fluxions. 

In this court, the princefs of Wales, after- 
wards tjuecn^confort to h;s majiily, king 
George IL happened to iuve a curiofliy, 
which led her particoUrl) to look into philofo- 
phical enquiries. No footer, thercioic, uas 
fhe informed of our autlii t ririiincfs to the 
houfe of Hanover^ Uian ilie engaged his 
verfation, which prcu^oily endeared him to 
her. t»^re ibc fruiid, in every diflicalty, that 
full fati'»faiilipn which flie had pi vain fought 
for ellewhere} and bu highnefs was omn 
heard to declare in p ublic, that (be thought 
herfolf happy in cooiing into the world at a 
jan^ure of time which put U in her power (o 
conveifo vyith faun, 

Amoii^ 
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Amon^frother Sir Ifitac one day ac« 

S aioted Jier highiMrfi with his tboaghu upon 
na points of t^roooiogyi and, communicated 
CO her what he bad formerly wrote purely for 
his own amu/ement upon that fubjed. Bite tho 
plan appeared to be fo unexpectedly^ new and 
ingenious, that foe could not be fatisfied till be 
promifed her to compleat a work foe found fo 
happily begun. 

Not long after, about the year 1718, the 
prtneefs begged foe might have a copy of ihefo 
papers. Sir Ifaac reptefented to her higbneft 
that they lay very cpnfufed ; and, beudes/ 
what he had written therein was tniperfeCi C 
but, in a lew days, he could draw op an ab^ 
ftraCt thereof, if it might be kept <ecrec»> 
Some time after he had done this ahd pre.\ 
feated it, foe delired that bignior Conti, g ' 
Venetian nobleman, then in England,. mi||[bt^ 
have 4 copy of it. This was a reipieft which v 
could not be denied, eipecially as tbeconditiofl^' 
of fecrefy was readily promifed. 

Notwithilanding this promifo, the abbe^ 
who, during his Hay in England, bad always 
affodted to foew apactkolar liriendfoip for, Sir 
liaac*, no {boner got crofs the water into France 
bat he difperfed Cemiet of it $ got an antiquarjf^ 
cocranilatetcintoFieiicb; aad, moreover, id 
write a confatttton of it. This wca printed at 
Paris in 172$ ; after which, a copy of tte 
tranflarioa oaiy, without the somarkis aeder 
this title, Abrege dc Chfoiudogm da hd. k 

Chevalier 
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Chevalier Newton, fait par lui iTiefme Sc tra- 
duit fur le manufcript Anglois was delivered, 
as a prefent, from the bookkller that printed 
it to our author, in order to obtain his cohfeut 
to the publication ; ' which, though expa^Hy 
denied by him, yet the whole was publiflied 
not long after in the lame year. 

Upon thi^, Sir Ifaac published, in thePht- 
lofdphical Tianfattioni., No. vol. xxxiv. 
p. 315, Remarks upon the Obfervations made 
upon a Chrono]o!nral Ind^'^x ol Sir ifaac New- 
ton, tranflrred into French by the obfcrvator, 
Und pablifhed at Paris. , 

-5 Some few years heroic this, in ihe eightieth 
'^ear of his age, our author was f ized with an 
jincontinence of urine, thought to' p.occei 
ffrom the (lone in the* bladder, and judgpd to 
be incurable : howevei, by tht hcflp of a Urift 
regimen, and other precautions, which till then 
^he never had occafion fer, he procured great 
intervals of cafe dunng the five remaining 
tj'ears of his life ; yet he was not free from 
ibme fevere paroxyfms, which even occafioned 
large drops of fweac to run down his face. 

In thefe circumifances, he never was feen to 
utter the IcaR complaint, nor exprefs the lead 
^.impatience ; and, as foon as he had a moment’s 
eafe, he would fmite and talk with his ufual 
chtarfulnefs. Till this time he had always 
read and writ feveral hours in a day, but he 
was ndw obliged to rely upon Mr. Conduit for 
the difeharge cf his ofB^ in the JVlint. 

On 
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On Satui day morning, March*i8, 1726-7# 
he^-ead the news* papers, and diiconrfed a long 
time with Dr* Mead, Kis phyfician, having 
then the perfed ufe of all his fenfes and his un« 
derlUnding ; but that night he entirely loft 
them all ; and not recovering them after, he 
died on the Monday following, which was the 
twentieth of March, in the eighty-fifth year of 
his age. 

His body lay in ilate in the Jerufalem-cham- 
ber; and,* on tlie twenty- eighth of March, 
\v;is conveyed into Wellminfter-abbey, the 
lord chancellor, the dulces of Montrofe and 
Roxhwgh, and the earls of Pembroke, Suflex, 
and Macclesfield holding up the pall. The 
corpfc was interred juft at the entrance into the 
choirt on the left hand, where a rich mona- 
ment is eredted to his memory, with a fuitable 
infeription upon it, whiclv well deferves m 
place here, and is as follows : , 

11 . S. E. 

Ifaacus Newton, Eques Auratus, 

Qoi aninii vi prope divina 
P^anetarum oious, figuras, 
Cometarum femitas, Oceanique iEftas, 
hua mathefi faccm pricferente, ~ 
Primus demon ilravit. 

Radiorum lucis difiimilitudines, 
Colorumque indenafeentiutn propriefates, 
Quas nemoantea vcl fuipkatus erafi» preveftigv 
vit. 


Natqrae 
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Naturse/Afitiqiiitatis^ S. Scripturae, 

* Sedulus, ikgaxi fidiis inta*pre$, 

Dei Opt. Max majeftatein philorophiaaiTeroiti 

Evaiigelii finplkicatem moribus exprefiU. 

Sabi giatolcAtur jnoriale&i tale tantumqac exi* 

HUMAN! GENERIS DECUS. 

Natus XXV. Decemb. MDCXLII- Ob,nt. xx. 

Marchv MDCCXXVI. 

As to his perfon, he was of a middling 
ture, and fomewhat inclincfi to be fat in the 
latter part of his life. PIls countenance was 
pleafing and venerable at the fame time, efpe^ 
qially when he took oiFhis peruke, and fliewed 
hl5 white hair, which was pretty thick * He 
lofi but one tooth, ^anif never made ufe offpec.* 
tacles during bisi, whole lih? ; which, perhaps, 
Mght be the ground fo»Mr. FQnteoelle’&fay* 
ing, in a kind of panegyric, that he had a very 
lively and piercing eye. For bidiop Aucr< 
bury, who feems to haveobferved it more cri- 
tically, aiTures us, that, 

** This did not belong to him, at leaft not 
for twenty years paft, about which time,.” fays 
the biOiop, J ^came acquainted with*him. 
Indeed, in the whole air of his face and make, 
there visas nothing of that penetrating^ fagacity 
which appears in his compoiitions ; he had 
ibmething rather languid in hU jook and man- 

ner» 
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fter, whicb-'did not rub any ^eai expefiation 
in thofe wbo did not know him.’* 

In thd charaftar of ht$ genios* v e 

muRtorn ^ the nature of his inventions, and 
the inaiiner in wKkh he opened^ Mu ^ay td 
them. Of thefe we have given an accoone at 
the ieveral ftages of his life when the difeo- 
veries were made by him. The mark that 
feems mod of all todiftinguilh his thh, Thai 
he (iimfelt was the trueft Judge, and made the 
jnfded eiHmation of it. 

One day, when one of his friends had feid 
ibme handfome things of his extraordinary ta« 
lents, Sir Ifaac, in an eafy and onadTe^ed way 
aiTured him, that, for his own part, he.waa 
feufible, that, whatever he had done wofth 
notice, was owing to a patience of thought* 
rather thart^'any exttaordinajiy iagacity wrack 
he was endowed witlf above other men. I 
keep the fubjefi conilantly before, and wait till 
tfhe frft dawnings open flowly, by little and 
little, into a full and char light.*’ And 
hence we are able to give a very natural ac- 
count of thdt unufual kind of horror which he 
had for all dtfputea upon theie pointy ; a * 
fieady, unbroken attentioa waa hit peculiar 
felicky 1 be knew it# and he knew the vialtto 
of it.. 

In fttdh a ftCuatioA of 4i»»nd, coneroverliy 
xnn^ needs be looked upon as his^bane. H0Wm 
ever, he was at^a great didance from being 
Seeped in philofophy ; on the contrary* 1^ 

could 
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could lay afide his thoughts, though engaged 
in tlie moll intricate refearches, when bis other 
affairs required his attendance ; and, as foon 
as he had ictfuie, refume the fubje^ ar the 
point where he left off This he feetns to 
have done, hot fo much by any extraordinary 
ilrength of memory, as by ({le force of his in- 
ventive faculty, to which every thing opened 
itfelf again with eafe, if nothing intervened to 
rufHe him. 

The reddinefs of his invention made him 
not think of putting his memory much to the 
trial 5 but this was the offspring of a vigorous 
intenfehefs of thought, out of which he was 
bttt a common man. He fpent, tlierefore, the 
priine of his age in thefe ahli^rufe refearchesi 
when his fituation^ in a college |;ave him lei« 
lure, and even while fludy was his proper pro« 
feflion ; but, as* foon as he was*removcd to 
the Mint, he applied himfelf chiefly to the 
bufinefs of that oflice ; and fo far quitted ma- 
thematics and philofophy, as not to engage ih 
any new purfuits of either kind afterwards. 

Dr. Pemberton tells us, that he found Sir 
Ifaac had read fewer of the moderft mathema- 
ticians than one could haye expefted ; but bis 
own prodigious invention readily fupplied him 
with what he might have occafion for in any 
fubje^ he undertook. He often cenfured the 
handliltg geometrical fubjedts by algebraic cal- 
culations ; and frequently praifed Sluiius, Bar- 
row, and Huygens, for not being influenced 
by the bad tafte which then began to prevail. 

He- 
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He ufed to coirvmend the laudable attempt of 
Hugo de Omerique^ toredorethe autientana- 
lyfis^ and very much edcemed Apollonius’s 
book De Scftione Rationis, for giving us a 
clearer notion of that analyCs than we had be- 
fore. lie particularly recommended Huy- 
gens’s (lile and manner, as being, he thought, 
die mod elegant of any mathematical writer of 
.modern times, and the mod jud imitator of the 
antieiits $ of whoCe tadeaod form of demonftra- 
tion Sir Ifaac always profelTed himf<«lf n great 
admirer. 

Dr. Pemberton likewifc obfcrves, that his 
memory, indeed, was much decayed in the 
lad years of bis life ; yet the common did. 
courfc, that he did not then underdand his 
own work^, was entirely ground led. This 
opinion migh^ perhaps arilc from his not be^ 
ing always ready to fpeak on thefe fubjeds 
when ii might be expeded he Ihould. But this 
the do^Ior imputes to an abfence commonly 
feen’ in great geniufes. 

M Inventors*” fays he, “feemto treafureup 
.M(l,tbcir minds what .they found out, after ^ 
^another fpann^l^an th^e do the fame things* 
wbct 'havjs not this inventive faculty. The 
Iprmer, when they have occafion to produce 
Aelf knowledge, are obliged, in fome mear 
fure, immediately to inveltigate part of w^bat 
they want ; for this, as they arc not equally 
fit at all times; fo it has often happened, that 
fuch as^retain things chiefly by means of a 

very 
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very ftrong meiteiry* ))ave af^ared oW hand 
more even ihe difeoverert thm* 

felyes.” ' 

Add to this, what, ia regard to ftri£% troth,* 
muft not be fufrpreiTed, that the behaviour of 
Mr. Leibnitz farticuTarly,' as well as of thb 
Abbe Conti, not to mention foiAe others, 
bad given that caution which was innate to 
him fuch a reserve, as (eemed to bordefupon 
the furplcious. Howevei:, this refer vc, no 
doubt, was at fome of rbe(b times the genuine 
efteft tif his native modefiy ; which, in padiivg 
to contemplate the charadier of his mindt* 
pears to Aand foremoft in hiscompoiition, and 
was, in truth, greater than can euffily be 
l^ined, or will be readily believed ; yet it aL 
ways continued fo, without any aheratiotrj the* 
the whole world, IhysMr. dc Fonteatelle, con* 
fpired againA it. 

In his difpute with Mr. Leibnitz, he even 
Ihewed a great tneeknCis of dirpofuion ; how- 
ever, he very far fhom being infenfible, 
both of the injurious prefumption and mean 
chicanery of his envious competitor; and un- 
doubtedly took thebeft method of foiling him, 
by^refufing to feed hie vanity with a verM 
conteA, but fubduing his iniblenc^ with in- 
flexible fafls. 

When he was twenty-levenyears of age,'be 
wrote >a letter to a young gentleman who was 
entering upon his travels ; where, giving 
^rulps for his friend’s condu^, he has in fome 

meafure 



ISAAC KE WTON.* 4^ 

fnearmre ddg;ry>^ hu own. TMa young gtu^ 
'tlcniAii^was Fmiim Afton/ 'aiid die lenc^: 
he feutliu&^AigB follows. 


** Tmtty^eollege» Cambiidget 
‘ May 18, i 

« S I R 

<*<SiNCE in your letter you give me ib much 
liberty of fending my judgment about what 
maybe to your advantage in travelling, I fliall 
do it more fieely than haps oiberwiievtou Id 
hatfe been deeeut. Firft, then, I wjil li^ 
down feme general rules ; moft of whichi ,1 
believe, you have coofidered already ; but, af 
any of them be nevy to you, tha^ may eacu^ 
iheeeS ; none at all, yet is u>y punidiment 
more in writing than yours in reding. 

*■ 

** When you come into any freih company^ 
•* I. Obfeivc their humou.s, ^ 

** II. Secondly,^ fuit ywr own carriage 
thereto ; by which infinuation you^wiU jRoafee 
their coqverfe more free and .ppea. 

** in l^tyodrdifeoiirfe.bernoreiD«quariee* 
and ddubcings, than peremptory ajferiiotia or 
difputings; it being much the de%n of ,tr#- 
i^ellers to learn, not to teach. ‘Befides, it 
will perfuade your acquaintance that yqu have 
the gri^ater elieem of them, and fo m^e |thcm 
mote ready to communicate what they know 
to yovL^ whereas, nothing fooner l^caficms 
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dirrefpe£l and quarrels than peremptorinefs. 
You will find little or no advantage in feem- 
ing wifer, or much more ignorant, than your 
company. 

** IV. Seldom difcommcnd any thing, 
though never ib bad ; or doe it but mode- 
rately, lead you bee uncxpeQedly forced to an 
unhandfom retrad^ion. It is laier to commend 
any thing more than it defervcf. than to dif- 
commend a thing fo much as it deferves * for 
commendations meet not foe often with oppo- 
fitions, or at lead are not ufually fo ill refented 
by men that think othei wife, as difcommenda- 
tions , aiid you will indnuate into mens fayour 
by nothing fooner than feeming to approve 
and commend what they like ^ but beware of 
doing It by a comparifon. 

V. If you bee affionted, it is better, in 
a forraine country, to pafs it by in dience, and 
with ajeft, tho’ with tome dilhonour, dian to 
endeavour revenge ; for, in tjie firdcafe, your 
^CJ edit’s ne’er the vvorle, when )Ou return into 
England, or come into other company, that 
have, not heard of the quarrel!, ^ut, in the 
fecond cafe, you may beare jhe marks of the 
'quarreU whilc you live, if you outHye it at all. 
But, if you nnd yourielf unavoidibly en- 
gaged, ’tisbed, I think, if you can command 
your paflion and language, to keep them 
pretty, cavenly, at feme certain moderate 
pitch, not much hightnins them to exalperate 
your adverfary, or prov<3te his friends, nor 
letting Ihcm grow over- much dejeited, to 

make 
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mak^kim la a if you con keep 

renfon above paiGdUs tbat^kfid ^atehibloeffif 
iviil bee your defS^fkStOts. To which pur* 
pofe you*may coflfider> that> tho’ fucb excufes 
as tbiiy * He |)rovokt ifiee foe much, T could 
not forbear/ may pafs amoAg friends, yet 
emongti Grangers they ate inhefnificant, and 
only argue a traveller’s weakae£. 

** To thefe I may add foitte general heads 
fbr inquirys or obfervatiot)s, fuch as Ut pre* 
fbnt 1 can think on. As, 

*‘•1. To obferve the policys, wealtlr, and 
(late-aifairs of nations, fo far as a Ibhiary tra* 
vellcr may convenienciy doc. * 

** 11, Their impbfitlons upon atlrforts of 

S le, trade^or commodir^s, that are ie« 
able. 

** III. Their laws wd dtfloms, hOw far 
they differ from oUrs. 

«* IV, Their trades and afls, wherein fhey 
excelli Orcome diott of us in England. 

** V. Such fortifications as you meet withy 
their fafliion, flrength, and advantage, or de-,, 
fenoe ; 4ttd hther miliury affairs as are 

conGderable. t 

VI. Thejpower and ref^beloiigingto 
their degrees of nobility. Or nifmtftraey. 

VII. it will not hi time miipept tci%mke 
a catalogne of the names abd mteeUenays 
rbofe men that are moft^wife» learned, or 
effeemed in any nation. 

VoL. XI. D yiii. 
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VIII. Ohftrvt the mechjutiTme and man* 
ner of Riding flitpIL 

«’iH>rerv« thefmdttd^s o{ natnjce in leveral 
places^ efpecially in mlnea^ with the*circum» 
dances df mining, and of extraAitig^ metals, 
or minerals, out of their care, and of refining 
them ; and, if you meet with any tranfmuta- 
tions out of their own fpecies into anojther 
(as out of iton into copper, out of any me- 
tall into qutckfilver, out of one fait into ano. 
ther, or into an infipid body, &c.) thofe, 
above all, will be worth your noting, being 
the mofl iuciferous, and many times luciferous 
experiments too in philofophy. 

** X. The prices of diet and other diings. 
And, 

- Xr« The ftaplc commodity of places, 

Thefe gcnfirals, fuch at^prefent as I 
could think of, if they will ferve for nothing 
elfe, yet they may afiift you. in drawing up a 
siodell to r^ulate your travells by. As ibr 
particulars, theie that follow arc ail that £ 
uow oati tliink of : viz, 

L Whedier, at Semnitium, hi Hua|ary, 
(where there are.'uiines of gold, copper, iron, 
vitrio],antimcMlfiEC«) they ckan^ iron kito 
copper by difibiving it in a vitriolate water, 
whiek they find in cavitys of rocks in *the 
the mines, and then the fiimy folu^. 

'lion in a ftrong fire, which in the cooUng 
proves copper. The like is faid to be done in 

other 
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places^ 1 cacmot now remember > 
periiapd too it may be done, Italy f for* 
about twenty or dkirtjr years agone*/thei«» was 
a certain vitrioli came from thence, called 
Roman vitrioli, but of a nobler virtue than 
that which is now called by that name; which 
vitrioli is not now to be gotten, becaufe, pcr^ 
hap9, they make a greater gain by fome loch 
trick as turning iron into copper with it, than 
by felling it. 

II. Whether, in Hungary, Sclavonta, 
Bohemia, near the town of Flia. or at the 
mountains of Bohemia, near Sileixa, there bee 
rivers vvhofe waters are impregnated with gold; 
perhaps, the gold being diiTolved by fome cor* 
roHve waters, like aqua regis. and the folu- 
t ion carried along IVith the Hreame that runs 
through the mines. And, Whether the prac- 
tife of laying mercury {n the rivers till it be 
tinged with gold, and then llraining the iner« 
cury through leather that the gold may Ray 
behind, be a fecretyet, or openly prafitm* ^ 

III. There is newly contrltiAi in fJoIp 

land, a mill to grind glares |daiie’^^h^hiiy{ji^ add 
1 think polilhing them too; peribtaps it will be 
worth while to Iciest, . 

“ I V. There is in Holland, one Bori^, ' 
who fome years Unjce was tmpiri(hee4%'^ 
pope, in order to have extorted from 
crets, as I am told. *of great worth, boch'as 
to medicine and profk; but he efcapedjfuo 
Htdland, where they uhtally granted him V 
guard, 1 think he ofuailygoes cloatbed te 
D 2 ^ ' gtten. 
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gre^n* Pray ^uire what you can of hiniy 
and whether Us Iqgensity be any to the 
Dutch. yoarfdfy whether 

the Dutch have an^ tricks to keep their Ihips 
frojii being all worm-eaten in their voyaged to 
the Indies. Whether pendulum clocks do any 
icrvice in finding out the longitude. Sec* 

I am weary, and 1 (hall not fiay to part 
with a Long compliment, only 1 wiOi you a 
good journey, and God be with you. 

If. Newton* 


** Pray let qs hear from you in your travells^ 
I have given your two books to Or* Ar- 
lowfmith*” 


He never talked either of himfelf or others^ 
nor ever behaved in fuch a manner, as to give 
the mod malicious cenAirers the lead occafion 
^eo to fufpe^I hsm «f vanity. He was can- 
did anda^ble, and always put himlelf upon 
a Icvej, with his company. He never thought 
cither his merit or reputauon fufficient to;ex-« 
cafe him from any of the 0mmon offices of 
"ibcial lift* No fingolarhies, either natural 
didinjguiflied Bzm from other 


Though he was firnfly attached to the ' 
€ho|^ of England* he was avevft^ to tho 
'^pcfftctiuon of the nonconfbnnifts* He judged 
of men by their manners; and the truefehif* 

.snatics. 
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inalics, ift his optmdn» the vtcious and 
the wioked. Not thet he eonfiiicd prinet^ 
*plef to^natoraditligfoiit foe he waafilhorottshlf 
perfuaded of the ttath of revel«ion; andi 
amidft the great variety of books whkh he 
had cohflantly before hun» ^it wbidi hO 
iladied with greateft applicatioa was tbO 
Bible. 

He did not negled the opportunities of do- 
ing goodi which the revenort of his patrimo-- 
«y, and a profitable cmpteyineiit, improved 
by a prudent eecoiiomy, put into Ms powers 
When decency upon any occafion reqmtod eK* 
pence and (hew, he was maguHkcnt without 
grudging it| and wiw a vory good grace. ' At^ 
other times, that pompr which ieeaaa great to 
low minds only, was utterly retrenched, and 
tiie QKpenee reserved for bettor idow 

He never married, ond^ peibaps, ho nev^ 
had leifftre to tidnk of it. Bring m 

profound fiiidies^dniinff At priepe of Ms agOr 
and afteitvafdsongaged in an cmptoyawent of 
great iMpfiranee, and even tjfim trisen hp 
with the company which Ms merit dretv so 
him, he was not fewfible of ati^ vacaitey in IMr# 
nor of Hhc want of a oompanioti at home.-^ 
*He left two oo^tMrlf Ah0fhud.po«fi4pftc^it 
death, but made no will ; which Foitte^ 
Sidle tells tis was, becaufe he thought adegoqr 
was no gift. 

After Sir'ffalc’s death, there sfere found 
osttong pat^s fevcrai difooai|cs upon the 
* D } ^ fob*. 
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fubjcfift of Anclquity* Htftorj^ Ditinity, Chy« 
JoiAryi iAcf li4amliiatIei-«»^Sofi»e of theft 
have been fa" Befider ihoft at-* 

fcady meudoned, is }l^7% there appeared a 
table of the afiaya of foreign coins, drawn of 
by him, and pabitibed at the end of Dr- Ar- 
buchnot*! book on that fubjcA^ And the next 
year caihe abroad Lis Chronology, under this 
title : The Chronology of Antient Kingdoms 
amended : to WMch is prefixed a Short Chro^ 
fiicle,' from the htft Memory of Things in Eu« 
rope» to the Conqoeft of Perfia by Alexmrder 
the Great. By Str ifaac Newton- Dedkated 
to the Quetn by Mr. Conduit. 

, In the Advertifement to this work^ wO mre 
•told. That, 

» ■ 

Though the Chronology of Antient 
Kingdodis amended was writ by the author 
many years fince, yet he lately revifed it, and 
Wis aAually preparing it fof the prefi at the 
dine of his death. But die Short Chronicle 
whs never intended to be tndde poUic, and 
ihcreft^re was not fo tatoly bOrreAed by him. 
To this the reader muA impute it, if be fiiall 
find auy places where the Short^Chrotikle does ^ 
not ac^ducely agree ^ith the^ dates affigned in* 
thejarler piece. * # • 

. «« The fixth chapter was not copied out 
^ with the other five, which m^kes it doabtrol 
wh(^thor he intended to print h ; 'bat being* 
found among his papers^ and evidently appear* 
^ ' ; iffg 
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?ng to l>e A cootinOatiG^ of tbe fime work» and 
afe fach abridged itr the ^rt it 

*war thought proper to M 

4 Sir Ifiiac> fpeaking of thuarork« in 272 g, 
fays, when he Ufcd at Ca{nbjidge« he ufed 
ibinetimes to refr^ his memory with Hiftory 
and Chronol^y for a while* when he was 
weary of other dudtes. Neaertheleftt there is 
difplayed in thk work* the fiime creative ge« 
Bias, if we mpy be allowed the expreffion, 
which inform^ his other refearcbes* Ac* 
euAraied to unravel chao&s, ha has thrown 
light into the dark and fabaloos aeqi^of antU 
quity, and fixed aif uncertain chronology ; 
uiewiag himfelf herein no lefs a maiilpr'iti cak 
colacing the comparativo degrees of moral evi* 
dence, than he was in appfytn^ the ablblote 
force of* mathematical demoitfintionv Th« 
chain of his argument is onivotdabJy fomethnes 
fo long, that eyen tolerable good cap^dties* 
in attempting to fellow it, have, by dropping 
feme of the Unks, loft the connexion* and 
thence erroneoufty concluded him miftaken. 

In the piece, 'as we have it'onfinifibdi there 
are, perhaps, a very few fmall errors of Uitle 
cemfeqaenee, which, however, prolttblyVould 
net have efcaped his laft reviftl. But he em« 

E loyed his care upon the principal part; and 
is two main arguments, from aArcmom^^aiid 
the cQurfe of nature, will always remain uq« 
feaken mdmiments his Aipreme abiUma 
amOiig the beft judges. All torts of readers 

D 4 fouft 
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jmuR fiod a venr^reeable eatertaiiuAfint /FOf|t 
accost orUu^eiuhefi chp 

bri'giii afld^^pgfw Sf iwir4^Eu:es» 

and a variety of curious obfefvaiions of fe- 
verai kinds, which ht has interfpcrfed througi}* 
,out the whole worla. The generous and good- 
natured mind, in particular, muR needs be 
pleafed to find him lofmg nCf opporlonity of 
infilling thoie njrincjples c» viftue a^d hnma- 
.nity, w}udK» W his cpndn^ and writings, 
appear u> lUve &en alw^ays t^permo^i in his 
heart. 

« He feverely condemns jkind ^ oppre^ion 

and evfrp hindpjf cruelty even to jbrute hea^s ; 
he incuicates mercy, cHarityj and the indi- 
/pei^hle d«ty doing good, wi^ <he great^e^l 

w^mth) mnd ilm.t ^ ahhoreaucie 

.idolatry and pei;(^aiHipp w^ pap of the ,earli^ 
Jawe of 't}^ ^hat in thefe 

^ags ice^fied the mora^ty pf the fir, ft agps^ 
th,e primitive religion both of Jews and Clirit 
^tians ; and that thefe oug^i tw be the ftanding 
^ligion of nadons, they beipg both for 
the honour of God and the good gl ibciety. 

< This Ueatlft mjuft li^wife^ of confideiable 
life to the dllvine^r as it the connediog of 
iacredr and proj^^ane hiflory in a new and 
dearer light tfipp petpre^ and farnilbes him 
many illuftrations of feveral texts of ferip- 
cure not to be foimd ia the moft celebrated 
^omWntators. 

^ After ttufi, ahere ,^me out his Obfecviitioea 
m thg Prophecies of Daniel and the Apocav 
' lypfe 
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lypfe of St. John. Londoa, i^lh q^iarto* 
Tho«igh this appears tq be a very anjnifhed ' 
piece, yet there, are ften feme drokes in it 
which difcover the hand of Us great xnaRerl 
Among other things, he has fhewn the exaj£% 
duration of oar Saviour’s laiDillty upon earth, 
by a iliid demonilration -A di 0 iculty which 
had mocked the efforts of the beli wits ^efoic 
him. 

In 1 734, 'Dr. Berkley, bilhop of Cloync, 
in Ireland, in a piece mtitled The Analylt, 
attacked Jiis method of Fluxions, as being Qb<* 
fcure and unintelligible } fiuce the doftrine qf 
moments, upon which it was founded, iiecef« 
farily involved a* notion of infinity, whereof "wet 
can foim no comprehenfible or adequate idea; 
and therefore ought to* tjc excluded from ail 
geometrical difquifitiona. This ,gaye rife^ to 
a controvcrfy , which occafioned tl^e pnhiicatioo 
of our author’s Method of Fluxions and Aiuk 
lyfis by Infinite Series: 

The treatiie being wmteii in Latin wat 
Iranflated into Englim, and printed in 
4to. with a perpetual commentary by Mr, 
John Colfon, ilnGe profej&i efniathemadcftai; 
Cambridge •, wherein, amone other thjin|^, he 
iniertrd A Deience of the Method agsdiift.the 
Objedions of Dr. Berkley.. The taikj^ ioii^d* 
was not difficult ; Sir liaac was tooi' cjinai^ 
fighjted not to perceive fiicb objef^ei^ and 
accordingly h&d fully obviated them before, 
(via. iulchol. tqi^.|. of bis P/incipia, and 
lemma z. 1^. 1 1.} fo jnuch to the ^tfaf^on 
t) s of 
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of every intelligent and unprejudiced reader* 
that the great dull which had been raifed about 
the whole of his db^lrtne* mull be owing, as 
has been obferved, either to weaknel? or fome 
%\orfe principle. 

In 1737, there^ was printed an Englilh 
tranflation of A Latin DilTertation upon the Sa« 
tred Cubit of the Jews ; written by Sir Jfaac, 
It was found fubjoincd to a work of his not 
£ni(hed, intituled Lexicon rropheticum. 

_ Lallly, in 1756, there was publiihcd, in 
8 VO, Four Letters from Sir Ifaac Newton to 
Dr, Bentley ; containing feme Arguments in 
Pioof of a Deity. 1 hefe lexers were wrote 
in the year 1692^* 

Dr. Bentley had been appointed to preach 
the firll courie of femons of Mr. Boyle’s lec- 
ture; and being intent to make the bell 
figure he could on that occafion, he applied to 
our author for the folution of a difficulty 
which he had met vyith, in an argument urged 
by Lucretius, to prove the eternity of the 
world from an hypotheiis of deriving the frame 
of it, by mechanical principles, from matter 
endued with an innate principle of gravity 
evenly fpread through the heavens. 

The hypothefis being inconfillent with Sir 
Ifaac’s fyftem of the world, as laid down and 
and demonflrated in the Principia, bad been 
very little confidered by him in this applica* 
tiofi. However, he eaiily fatisfied all the doc- 
tor's queries upon the fobjefl with great clear- 
nefs; and it may be obferved, that, as Dr, 

Bentley 
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Bentley eilabUihed his fame by thefe fermons at 
Boyle’s tenure, fo that happinefs was entirely 
owing to the alfiflancey public and private, 
which he^received from Sir Ifaac Newton. 
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THi ij^IFE 


Georoe^yng, 


G eorg R|t aRerwards loriL^vii;- 

coant waa deicaadftt mm 

an antient fami^ jo the County of HC 

was born in thi 9 ''|N!af 16631 aOd* m 
of Mt^n, ^cn|i a voUmCeetr lajgi thr ^ 
vy, in the fervic|t of Charm U^Mfmg had 
the king's lettor givisn him at m i«^oien> 
dation of t^ du|c| if York. ’ n 

la 1681, tha invitation tit genani 
Ltrk, govitmor«rTjAa|iei, bequitted aieRai^ 
and foved as aCadelRl ihe granadiers of that 
gariilbnf till, ^ *. VaeattCy, which ^^^kly 
happened, the who Was alm/s hts 

warm pation, jmIb htni |fi emgo uhumo 
company, artT MM tiifof k IfemhnaiHt . 

In witi araif«a damtdition of Tangier, 
the aarltw g^and of the iha and 

land forCim, appointed^ bitt lieutenant of the 
Orferd; iPha whivh tigte Jie kept conflantly 
to ua fta-ftrtiMi boh w not throw op hts 
coflHiffion as an dolca^ (hy fcveral years 
ptt^r. 

la 
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Tn ^Heyear 1685., he went lieutenant of bis 
majedy’s (James 11 *} ihip Phceidx to the Baft 
Inoies ; where engaging and boarding a ^t- 
ganian pirate, who maintained a deijperate 
%ht, moll of thofe who entered with him 
ivcre flaln, himfclf dangerouHy wounded, and 
the pirate finking, he was uken upwithfcarce 
ar»y 'emai’-s of !' 

fn the /(.Tr i6J58, being firft lieutenant to 
? A‘Lly, in the fleet commanded by 

' tarl (..r Dartmouth, ana fitted to op* 
pou the defigns of rhe pr,jicc of C .»ge» he 
was in a particular manir*’- ehwrullcd and cm* 
ployed in the iatri^ uc taei .rryrng on among ^ 
;oe mod confidci*.blc officers of the fleet, io 
Mvour of that prim- ; and " 15 thr Owifon en- 
uufted by them to carry fee ret affurances 
r'‘» obcd'cnce to nis \ .vi who.n he 

was pri’ ateiy 1 " icca at Sberbou, by ad- 
miral RulTel, urd earl of O fjrd. At 

hi# rctmn tc fh^ acet, '•arl of Dartmouth 
fdht him with capux and captain 

Hailings, to canv a meflage of fubrniiiiofi to 
the prince at Windfor, ,-iade him captain 

of the Conflant Warwicki^ a fourth rate man of 
war. . 

In 1690, he commanded the Hope» 9 third 
rate ; and was fecond to Sir Gieorge i^oke, 
in the battle off Beachy. 

In the years 1691, and 1692^ he wat 
tain of the Royal Oak» and urved under ad- 
miral Rttflel, commt^er in chief of the Sm* 
tm snerii^ concqded from that £reac 

omcel', 
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6^ccr, for he dilHnguiflied him in a very re* 
markable manner^ ov promoting him to the 
rank of his iirll captain. 

In 1702, a war breaking out, he accepted 
• the command of the NalTau ; and was at the 
taking and burning the fleet at Vigo. 

In the year 1703, he was made rear-admi- 
ral of the red by queen Anne ; and fervcd in 
the Mediterranean fleet commanded by Sir 
Cloudefly Shovel; who detached him with a 
fquadron of five men of t^ar to Algiers, where 
he renewed the peace with that government. 
In his return home, he w»as in great di‘nger of 
being loll in the great iiorxn which overtook 
himTn the channel. 

In 1704, he ferved in the grand fleet fent 
into the Mediterranean, under the comnand 
of Sir Cloudefly Shovel, in fearch of the 
French fleet ; and it was he who commanded 
the fqaadron that attacked and cannonaded 
Gibrmtar; and, by landing thefeamen, whofe 
valour was on this occafion remarkably diflih- 
guiihed, the place capitulated the third day. 
He was in the battle of* Malaga, which fol- 
lowed foon after ; and, for his behaviour in 
that adion^ her majefly conferred on him the 
t»rder of knighthood. 

Towards the latter end of this year, the 
French having two firong fquadrons in the 
Soundings, belidea great numbers of priva- 
teOrs* which greatly annoyed our trade. Sir 
Geoi^ Byng failed the latter end of jamiary 
irom rlymouth, vath t Iquadron of twelve 

men 
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meivof war, and a large fleet of merchantmen r 
and, after feeing the latter fafely out of the 
Channel, he dinded his. fquadfon to fach ad* 
vantage, that he took twelve of their larged 
privateers, in about two months, together with 
the Thetis, a French man of war of forty 
guns, and {even merchant (hips, gtoll of them 
richly laden from the Weft-Indies. This re« 
markable fucccfs gave fiich a blow fb thq 
French privateers, that they rarely ventured 
into the Channel daring the remainder of the 
year. 

In the year 1705, he was made vice-admiral 
of the blue ; and, upon the eleflion of a new 
parliament, was returned one of the burgefles 
for Plymouth ; which place he conftantly after 
reprefented in parliament till he was created a 
peer- . 

Jn the beginning of the yAr 1797, Sir 
George was ordered with a fquadron to Ali* 
cant, with necelTaries for the army in Spain ; 
and accordingly failed on the twentieth of 
March : but, on his arrival off Cape St. Vin« 
cent, he heard the melancholy news of the de- 
feat of our army at the battle of Almanaa, un- 
der the command of the earl of Galway, who. 
ient to the admiral to acquaint him with the 
diftrefs he was in ; and defxred, that whatever 
he had brought for the ufe of Ae armjr night 
be carried to Tortofain Catalonia; to* which 
place his lordihip intended to retreat; atid, 
;hat, if poflible, he would fave the fiek and 
wounded men at .Dcma, Gandia» and Vabn^ 
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cia ; where it was intended to embark every 
thing that could be got together. 

'riiis the admiral performed ; and, having 
fent the iick and wounded to Tortofa, and 
being ibon after joined by Sir Cloudelly Sho- 
vel, from Lifbon. proceeded together to the 
‘ipoall of Italv, with a fleet of forty-three men 
of war, and fifty tranfports, to fccond prince 
Eugene and the duke of Savoy, in the ficge of 
Toulon ; in which Sir*George ferved in the 
fccond poR under Sir Cloudefly, and narrowly 
cfcaped (hipwreck in his return home, when 
that great ofEcer was loll; for the Royal Arnie, 
in which Sir George carried his flag, was 
within a fliip’s length of the rocks on which Sir 
Clouddly ftruck ; yet was providentially faved 
by his own and his ofiicer’s prefence of mind, 
who, in a minute’s timefet the Ihip’s topfails, 
etxii when oUe of the rocks was under her 
main chains. 

In the year 1701, he was made admiral of 
the blue, and commanded the fquadron fitted 
out to oppofe cbeinvaflon intended to be made 
in Scotland by the pretej^der, andr a French 
army from Dunkirkt. This^fi^uadron confifled 
jof twenty-four men of war, with which Sir 
George, and lord Purfley, failed from the 
pown^for the French {coafl, on the twenty- 
feventh pf February ; and, having anchored 

Gravelio-pits, Sit George went on board a 
.fVRiljl' brigaus, (ailed within two mile^ of 
ith« Fleanih Road, and theie le;arned the mtin- 
Wand flrcngch of 4le enemy’s (hips. 
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On tiie admiral’^ ancIioringHbeforfi Gra^liny 
ilie Frei^qh laid ari<W p^tekatipa ; Ixpl* 
upon cxprpJTs, Qrdcr> from lihpk' cpoiit^ 
obliged ,to refime it t aitds on the 4?tth ff 
Marchi aflualiy bailed out of the port of Dun* 
ilirk; but, being taken ihort by contraiy 
inds, came to anchor on the eighth, nod theja 
continued their voyage. 

Sir George had bpe^ obliged, .at the Usie 
the Pjcntch fleet iailed^ to come to an anchor 
under Bun^enefs ; and, in his return to Dun* 
J<irk, was informed that the French fiept was 
faildd, but whither could not be known ; tho* 
he was perfuf^d they wore deigned Ibr Scot- 
land : whereupon it was lefolved, in a coup* 
cil of war, to purfue the epqny to the road j^£ 
Eiimburgh ; ahd| accordingly# havi^ iirft do- 
tadied Kar -admiral Barker, with a (ms^liqua- 
dron to^convoy the troops to Oifiend, the ad^ 
miral profecuted his expedition with the reft oC 
.the iket. 

. On the thirtieth of Marche* the Fiendi 
were difeovered in the Firth of Edinboish^ 
where they made fignals, but to no f^urpoft 
and then fteered a liorth-eaft eouH!^ as if 
had intended to have gone to ,$t. Andrews.!*--^ 
Sir George purfued tl^ps, and to^ the SaH& 
bury, an Engliih prize, then in their 
with fever al perfonsof great "quality on boai^; 
many land and Tea officers in thcFrendi Jervice 
of very great difUndion; five com^huies of Ap 
xegimrai of Bern, and all the fiiip’s oqmpaiqf^ 
confifling of three hundred men* 

Aftea 
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i After this, Sir Geoi^ge froding it impoflSble 
tp c6me up with thelAempj retetned 4 o Leith, 
wlfftrehe continued, till advice wae received of 
ti)e French being returned to Dunkirk*' 

Before rhe admiral left Leith Road, * the 
)ord-provcfl and magiftrates of Edinburgh, to 
• ihevv (heir grateful fenfe of the important fer- 
vice he bad done them, by thus drawing oiT 
the French.befbre they had time to land their 
forces ; and thereby prefefviog, not only the 
‘City of fidinbargh, hot even the whole king« 
dom, from the ratal efRiAs of a rebellion and 
invafion, refolved to prefent Um with* the 
freedom of their city, ^ fenmng, in, their 
name. Sir Patrick Johafon, their late repre- 
fentative in parliament, with, an infli ament 
called a boig^efi-ticket, inclqled in a gold box, 
^'having tbearmsof the city on the fide, and 
^ theic words engraven on the cover : 

** The lord*pr0voft, baiKffs, and town* 
council of Edinbuigb, did prefent thdfe lei- 
teri to buraeoife Sir C^tge Byng, admiial of 
(he blue, to gratitude to him for delivering 
thU iflami fiem a foreign thvafion, and defeat- 
dug the deSgns of the French fleet at the mouth 
OMhe Fifth of Edinbttrgh, the 1 3th of March, 
i7Q%.^ - • - 

. j f " ' ^ 

f One w^Id have imagined, that this re* 
ioarkable mi^cefs muft have fattsfied every bo- 
.eiid> that, after defeafing (b excraordi* 

nary 
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Aary % feheniey As.thts^ras th^ aUowed to be’ 
and teftomig {mblic credR» as it were* lA an 
iaAaiKr^theire itoald be an miverfat tnbnteof 
applauie paid to" the admired by atb ranks and 
de^re^s of people : ‘but fa far was this from 
King the ca^t that Sir George^ Byng had 
fcarce fet his foot in London^ that it was whit 
pcred, that the' pailiament would enquire into 
nis condufi ; which notion had its rife from a 
fooltfh per&afiODt that, having once had 
fight of (he enemy^s fleet, he might, if he 
pleafed, have taken every fliip of thenii as 
well as the Saliibury. 

1 he tmth^ was that the French, having 
art'uied the Jacobites in Scotland with a pro* 
p(/al of befieging Edinburgh - caftle, Sir 
George Byng was particularly inflrodted, by 
all means, to prevent that undertaking, by 
hindering the French from landing in* the 
neighbourhood. This he c£Fe^ually did, tflid, 
by doing k, aiffwered the purpofe of his ex« 
pcdition. » 

But te fame malicious people, who firft pr^« 
pagated this floiy, invented alfe another j 
n. mely, that Sir George was affe hindered 
from taking the French fleet by his ihipe being 
foul ; which equally produced an enquiry iii 
the hottfe ofeotnmoos ; and an addreu to th^ 
queen, to dire^, that an account might be 
laid bdbre them of the number^ fliipl tbdt 
went on the expedition with Sir<SeorgeByiij|^; 
and when the (hips were cleaned : which at 
lafl, however, ended in this refolution : 

« That 
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Tbat the thankt of the boufe be given to 
the prince, for hit greet cere in b expediti- 
pufly ietungforth^ro great a itumber of ihips ; 
whereby the fleet under Sir George Byng wae 
enabled fo happily to prevent the intended in- 
yafioa.” 

, This was a very wife and well concerted 
meafur^t flnee it ^lly fatisiied the world of 
the fal^tyof thofe reports, and at the fapie 
,ti»e gave great fatisfadicn to the queen and 
her royal confbrt the prince of Denmark, who 
.both conceived that his royal highnefe’s cha- 
racter was affeCbcdi as lord^high-admiral. 

^ About the iniddie of the fummer, a refolu- 
,tion was tahrsn to make a defeent on. or. at 
leafis to alarm# the coafl of France, by way 
4E)f retaliation for the aflront fo lately c^ered 
nsy and Sir George Byng, as admiral ; and 
.lord Durifey. as vke-adniiral of the blue ; 
were appointed to ^arry the fcheme into cxe- 
purion« 

^ Accordingly, Sir George failed from Spit- 
ifaead on the ewenty-feventh of July, with the 
Aeet and tranfporiSf having the troof^s on 
(i^rdt ioteodeo^ a deicenc. commanded by 
Jieutenaat-general £arle ; and the next day 
came to m anchor off Dead. The twenty- 
cioth they flood over to the coafl of Picardy, 
as wejl tp aferm' as to amufe the enemy, and 
at the Wie rime no be ready for further or- 
ders. The firflof Augufl the fleet failed again. 
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fti^d anchored the nex day in the ^bay of Boa- 
logne, where they made a £eint of Jaodingf 
their troops. On the third they flood in, 
pretty ^near the (bore, to obierve the condition 
of the enemy : and on the fourth they weighed 
again, but came to an anchor about noon in 
the bay of Eflaples. Here a detachment {of 
troops were landed ; bat the projefl on fhore, 
which this defccht was to have feconded, being 
laid afide, an exprefs arrived from England | 
on which the troops v^re re-embarked. 

*In this manner they continued feveral days 
on the coaH of France, creating the enemy in- 
expreflible trouble ; and indeed the true defign 
of was only to diflurb the naval armaments 
on their coafts, and oblige the French court 
to march large bodies of men to procefl their 
maritime towns ; which necelTarily occafioned 
a diminution of their army in Flanders. 

The fame year, Sir George had the honour 
of coiidufling the queen of Portugal toLifbon; 
where a comipifTton was fent him, appointing 
him admiral of the white; and her Portu^ 

E ueie majefly prefented'faim with her piflurO 
with diamonds to a very great value, 
fn the year 1 709, he was commander in 
chief of the fleet Aadoned in the Mediterra*^ 
nean ; during which he attempted the relief 
of the city and caftle of Alicant ; and at tbe 
fame time meditated a defign upon- Cadiz * 
sor was it his fault chat both did not fucceed ; 
for he did every thing (hat could be e^fjpedtod 

from 
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from him, in order to render tfaefe importaiC 
defifns facce&fut. 

After his •return from this expedition, in 
1710* he was appointed one of the com mi f- 
iioners for executing the office of lord high- 
admual ; in which poft he continued till fome 
time before the queen’s death ; when, not fall- 
ing in with the meafuresof thefe times, he was 
removed ; but, on the acceffion of George I. 
he was left red to that employment ; and, in 
the year 47151 on the bj'eaking out of the re- 
bellion, appointed to command a fquadron in 
the Downs ; with which he keptfuch a watch- 
ful eye on the French coaft, and feized fuch a 
gteat quantity of arms and ammunition (hip- 
ped there for the pretender’s fervicc, that his 
majefty, to reward his fervices, created him a 
baronet, prefented him with a ring of great 
value, and gave him other marks of his royal 
fivpur. • 

In the year 1717,^ he was (ent with a fqua- 
dron into the Baltic, on difeovering that 
Chailes XII. had fornaed a deiign of making 
a defeent upon England ; the particulars of 
which we think onncceiTary to be here men- 
tioned. 

We are now to enter upon the, mofi remark- 
able feene of aflion our admiral was ever con- 
cerned in, and which he conduced with equal 
honour and reputation to himfelf and the Bri- 
tifh flag. 1 his was the famous expedition of 
the Biidfii fleet to Sicily in the year lyiS^ for 
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Ae prou^UoQ of ihe nciitiality of Italy^ and 
the defence of the empemr^s polTeffions agai 
the invafion of the Spamarcls v/bo had the 
year before furprized Sardinia^ and had this 
year la'^ded an army in Sicily. 

He failed from Bpithead a^ut the middle of 
June, 47189 with twenty' (hips of the hne of 
battle, two fire-fhips, two bomb-veifels, an 
ho(j>ital-ibip, and a ilore ^hip. This fquadron 
arrived, on the hrlf of in the bay of 

Naples 9 into which the fleet (landing with a 
gentle gale9 drawn up ft a line of battle, moft 
of them capital (hips, and three of them carry- 
ing flags, afforded Aich a fpedacle as had never 
been feen in thofe parts before. The whoft 
city was in a tumult of joy and exultation ; 
the (hore was crowded with multmtudes of 
fpedators, and fueh an infinite number of 
boats came off, fome with ]>rovifion5 and re« 
frefhments, others out of curiofity and admira«» 
ration, that the bay was covered with them. 

The viceroy, count Da^n, be’ng ill with* 
the gout, and having (ent his Gompliments tnk 
the admiral, he went fin Aoroi attended bji 
the flag^fficera and captains in tbetr bbmit 
and was ialuted at his landing by all 
non round thc.ciiy and caftles | and was con,# 
du^ed to the coart through an infinite thmng 
of people, with the greateft acclamations of 
joy, and all the honoais and ceremonies ofu^ 
ally paid to a viceroy vOf that kingdom. 

Ifere the admiral entered into a confeience 
with eoont Dauo ; from whom he learyit^d, 

that 
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that the Spaoiih eonfiftieg of thirty 

thoQ&od mefi) eomittao4edt))r the metqtns tie] 
Ledcr had landcd-ooilM (e^ J of Jvlly iH SK 
cily, aad had foon mafde tbaitiftlyes nafters of 
the city and caftles of Ralermo, and of gi^at 
part of the inland ; that they had taken the 
town of a^id carrying oxr the 

fiege of the citadel^ &c. 

After the conference, the admiral \¥as Q>Ien- 
Adly entertained at dinaet, and then lodged* 
at the palace df the du^c de Matalona,^ Which 
had been magnificently fitted up for hts recep- 
tion. 

The next momiivg they bad anc^her confer- 
eifce» on the meafuresto be taken in that con* 
jun^nre of affairs ; when it Wa"s agreed, that 
the viceroy iboald fend^ two thou/knd German 
foot, in tertantY to Mefiina, to i^elieve the n- 
tadel and fort SCtSalviador, under the prottflion 
of the Enrgliflifieee which *aeeOrdittg}y laited 
on tha fixui of Abgafi from Naples, and 
lived On the mnth jn the Peroof Mef- 

fiha. 

, l&rt the admital, Ssfhow of trying every 
method of negocihtiob, before ho proceeded ro 
the extremity of bi^ orders, difpatched hiS firft* 
capnun with ordeta 1o Moffiua, #kh a Ihtter to 
the marqai s de Ledt ; Whdr eifii aftef ac^isalnr*^' 
iog him upon what account he w«« fem there, 
he propoled^ cefiation of arms for' two months, 
that their refpe^ive cotifts^might have dme to* 
conclude fuch refolutkiiis as mighi refidfe a 
Inlying peace i but added> that^ if he was abf 

to 
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fc as to fixcceed in tUsistS^fsf U$ fer^ 
vice, be Ihoiild {ken toobliged to tife all ht» 
iSbrce, to prevent fartb^ attempts to diftarb 
the dbtninioafs his mtfter Aood eng^edto de«' 
fend. 

The general returned far anfwert That he 
had no powers to treat ; and^ cocdeqaentl/y 
could not agree to a rufpenfion of arms* but 
mnii follow his orders, which directed him to 
feize upon Sicily for his mailer the king of 
Spain. ‘ 

According to the bell a&ounts^e admi* 
ral could receive, he was led to conpme, that 
the SpanHh fleet was failed from Malm, iit or*- 
der to avoid him ; and therefore, upon reosiv*? 
ing the marquis’s aitfwer, he imntediately 
weighed, with an ifit||ddn to come with hie 
iquadron befbit Melton to encourage 

and Aipport tbcgatnibn in the citadel : but,^ 
as he flood about the pidnt of the Faro ef Mef^ 
ffna, he faw two' Spanifl) Tenets jn the Pare; 
and being informed at the fame titne» by a fe- 
lucca, which came from the Qibbrian ftore^ 
that they faw from the hills the Spanilh fleet 
Jying by $ tb^i admiral altered\bis defign,' and, 
reading away the German troops to 
under the convey of tWo men of War, 
through the ParoVilh his feuadfon fviebt tdl 
the fail he'eouldf after their Kouts, imag^ing 
they would leadtnm totheir’s $ wbebaqoerd«« 
itigly they did'^ fbr, be&re noon; he had a 
(m iheb whMo fle^ lyin^to^^wnd 

- VoL.Xf. E 
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drAwrn into a lilnc of battio ; which the adnK 
ral followed, and (boa after came up wicb* 

The confeqoetice waf • that he eit^aj^^d and 
entirely roin^ them, while captain Watfon 
did the fame by the other part of the fleets 
which ilood in for the Sicilian Aiore. 

In 1719, Sir Gftrge,*a8 foon as the whole 
fleet was joined, difpatched his eldeft Ton to 
England; who ai riving at Hampton court in 
fiftetu cays, broaghc thither the agreeable 
coiihimation of what public fame had before 
reported; namely, the entire defeat of the Spa- 
ni(h fleet; and upon which the king had 
written a letter to the admiral with his own 
hind. 

In the mean time, the admiral pi ofecu ted 
his affairs with great diligence ; piocured the 
emperor’s troops free accefs into the fortrefles 
that were flill held oat in Sicily ; brought their 
Sicilian gallies from Malta ; and foon after re- 
ceived a letter from the emperor, written with 
his own hand, accompanied with a picture of 
his imperial majelly, fet round with large dia« 
^inonds, as a mark of the ferviccs which had 
been rendered by his excellency to the houfe of 
Auftria^. 

• Eatly in the fpring, the admiral returned to 
Naples ; where he adjufled every thing with 
Ihe viceroy and the German general for the re* 
duClion of Sicily; in which he afied with fuch 
steal and fuccefs, that the Imperial army was 
tranfported into the ifland, ana fo well Af^Und 
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>i^k.aU,ne€e(&rifi fr^tn the fleets that it my 
fap 'truly faiclt the focccfs that 
waarat much^wiu| to ^c^Ei^lUh edmteef ai 
tb^ Ghmuau |^eral.s tiid,,l^at the EnjffiA 
fWat,i4i4 iiot'’lerfl fervice than the^Ioipeml^ 
army. " . . 

^ It was ef\tirely owing p^^the ^admiral's ad* 
vice, and to hisTaffiftan^e and fupplies of C4n« 
non, powder, and byll, from'* his own fhipsi, 
that tne Germans retoofc the city of Meffina, 
in the fummer of the year 1719 ; after which 
the admiral landed a body of £nglI 0 i grena** 
4iers, who icon made l^l^mfelves mafiers of 
tho tower of Faro $ by which having opened 
a free pafTiige for their ihips, he came to an 
anchor in Paradife-road# ^This wis a ftep of 
great confequencei for the^ofiicera of the Spa- 
mih men of war, which w^e in the mole, per* 
ceiving this, began to delbair of getting out to 
fea, and unbent their tails, unrigged their 
thips, and refolved to wait their fate with that 
of the citadel. This gave the admiral great 
fatisfadion, whasiow fougd himfelf af libeity 
to employ his Oiips in other fenrice, which had 
for a long while^been employed iu blocking 
up that port. 

while things were in this profper£us 
fitoation, a difpote* arofe among the allies 
aboisit the difpofitioa of the Spanifli lblps« 
when, after the citadel was taken, they Jj^ouid 
fall of courfe into their hands. Tl^is ^^putc* 
was happily ended by the 8dtiiiral*s pippofing * 
* E z 'to 
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ta a battery^ and deftroy tbeiii, 8$ 
lay l| t&e bafim; whidi wu daae. accordingly^ 
aad.thereby^ the ruin of Spabt completed, ^ 
Tfaie admiraL in ^Mrder to fitcceed in the it« 
d8£lfoncf.btcily> and* at the fame tiine« to 
procare artillery for carrying on the fiege of 
the citadel of 'Mc^af went over to Naples in 
AaguR ; and finding that the government was 
uA^le to furoidf the mililary ftores that were 
wanting, he generoufly granted die cannon 
out of uii Britiflk prises | and procured, upon 
his own credit, and at his own riiqne, pont^er 
and other ammonittyh from Genoa^ and fpon 
after went thither ldfn(e!f» in Order to haAen 
the embarkation of tire troops intended for Si- 
cily ; which was mgde fooner chan could have 
b^en expefted, Bier|!y by his incredthle labour 
and diligence, and in of the delays af- 
feded by the count (amrwardsbalhaw) Bon* 
nevaly who was appointed to command them. 

Our admiral was received with great honour 
and refged at Genoa, ^ At his arrival, the 
town faluted hh flag with twenty one guns* 
smd bis perfon, with ten guns and twenty cham* 
bers; and the republic ient off fix deputies, 
three of the old and three*of the new no^lity^ 
to com^^fj^Aent him upon Ms errivd. « * * 
After SL &^ of about ibiee weeks, he failed 
with a|Ll' the trantports to Sicily, and arrived 
befote* WiCna* oii the eighth of Odober; 

fo elevated the fpirits of th^ army, then 
befi(^gth€chiadel, that, upon the fiiiff fights 
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#f,the 9 eet, they m^e a vkorotis aittaqk nptm 
a H«lf*9Q0R» and ar 4 ed it* The 
repaiiing lAbre to the geom^i^^oaiteiit 
embraced by him, aod ml the geoeral offiejere, 
s^ith the moft tender mkrk^ m afibftion and 
gratulation,* the whole army bein^ omtoved 
to fee a man who broQgfat them relief and iS;- 
cefs, and every good tnat attended them«^ 

In ten days aMr the admital^s arrjyal at 
Melfina, the citadel forrendered to the Ger- 
mans :*’after which Sir George reimbaiited a 
great part of the ariny,«nnd landed them upon 
another part of the ifland ; by which means 
they diftrefied the enemy to fneh a dteretp 
that the marqms 4e JLede, commander of the 
Sdanilb forces, propofiM to evncqite ike 
siiand ; which the GermaAs were ▼erydOfiroas 
of agreeing to, and lent to Vienna ibr inflnic* 
tions : hut^he admiral prdtefted againft k, 
and declared, that the ;S^am& tmOps §Mi* 
never be permitted to .Sicily and letdm 
home, till 4u general peace wmt ^conelnded t. 
amf ibnt his eldift im) to Vnmtta withinftrawr 
tions, if the Imperial co&tliAanad tp the pet* 

r o{al.of the Spanilh general, to declare, that 
is ^ber coFisld never fuder any part of 
Spanilh army to depart out of the tfland, thi 
the king of Spain bad acceded to the 
pie alliance, or t9I be received po^ive^Aruc* 
Ldns from England for that purpose. Sn^chk, 
'Sir Ghorge certainly aiCUsd s^s be^me a BfitiiB 
admiral ; who, after having done/o many (el*- . 

E 5 vices 
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^vicesfor the Iinperb1ill4jn9ighcYu(lfljiirfi*an 
their doing wlucWa^j^'iA uff and 

holding th(t4pan|fiini(^s ijh the* ilbeadV fitoa- 
rion they now were, tiU iSt^g^vp aro|^Iec{htk*- 
fttflton loathe conrt of Loxidodi ell ab to that 

of VieiUia* ^ 

After ibi#; the Spanilh general laid a (bare 
to jftparate the admital from 'the German?", by 
pro|yfing an agreefiicnt*wiih him fot a tp^- 
raic ceflation ot hodiiities# but withojat -t ffeA. 
But fbon after, when the Gewwan^s v<ith«the 
afiiflance of thendmiidl, bad beg cy) the fiege 
of Palermo, before which the Spaniards Uy 
incdiTipcJ j and juft as the two «tnici» 'ucie 
iipup the ^oint of engaging^ a couikr arrived 
3 n that lucky inftdnt from. Spain, with full 
powers for tnc Spanilh gentral to tieat and 
agree about the evacuation of Skfly and^ Saidi- - 
nia» in confcqU^nce of the king 4f Spain’s ac- 
ceding to the quadruple alliaace: upon which^ 
the two armies were drawn off ; a fufpenfion 
of ai m# agreed on ; the Germans pu^ into 
Mpoffefficn of Palermp | and the Spaniards em- 
baiked for Batcelona. 

The admiralf after be had fettled all affairs 
in Sicily, failed in Anguft, lyao, toC^liari, 
in Sardinia ; where be afliftea at the confer- 
ences of the miniflers and generals of the fe- * 
verai* powers concerned; wherein was regulated 
the manner of furrendering the ifland oy "^tbe 
Spanifh viceroy to the emperor, and the ceffion 
w the fame to the duke of Savoy ; and, at 

the 
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jjie tbk.prbic<r» the admifat ' diU 

tijthe-had Itert the whole 'ftlfy 
•exebii^e^^^ toded £it Spain ^ 

and tte diikh ctSavoy into i^uiet poiTefBmi 
of his nevv' ^kingdom et^aittnia, \p exchnogO 
-for Sicily, ticcofding to the^paiit'aple alliance; 
in dl which '^ay’s the adtnirhl ^ arbitrated' fo 
equally- between them, that evp the king of 
Spain exprefrcQ his entire farisfa^tion in his 
-'condufl^to the firitifli dourt ; and his bthavi. 
our was fo acceptable to the duke of Savoy* 
that his fincere acknowledgments to him were 
^acconrtpdikd* with bis pidure fet in dia- 
*mendii. ^ ' 

Ihus ended the war of Sicily, ^wherein the 
Brkitb fleet borl fcfilloArioos a pait,^ that the 
fate "of the iiland was wholly |;oy<^rned byits 
operations ^ both agreeing, that the one Oould 
not have conquered, nor other have been 
fubdued, without Never was Wy^rviee 

condudted, in all its parts, with greater ted, 
activity, and judgment ; nor was ever the Bri-^ 
tjih flag in fo htgh reputation and refpe^ sa' 
thofe diHant parts 6f Europe*.^^ •• 

His majcAy, king Geotge L who 
named the admiral that expedition, afed 
to fay his minifters, whea they>appKed for 
inilradions to be fent him fbr bis dtiti^ioo on 
certain irifportant ocpfions. That bi$ would 
fend him none, for he knew hdW to i& with- 
out any ; and, indeed, ali die meafures that 
fat took abroad were ib afid juft, as ao 
E 4 fqaare 
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iqiKirej*m(h the couiicSi eed fltta -of polkyM 
h^e. < , . . ' 

Thus heve we gimmeo eecoeqt of Ithiy f»r 
mous expeduion ; eM» by », bve re^tel' ef 
iads. wicboa.t forthei enquiries, ihewn jhow 
well Sir Georgy Byng executed hU jnftru£lions ; 
for in this confifts the merit an admirali and 
for which alone he is anfwerable. and not at 
all for the reAitude of thefelnftruQions. If 
this he not granted* we mud never expefl to 
be well ferved at fea-t Coce the admirtd, who 
tabes upon him to interpret his inftruAiohs, 
will never want excufes for his conduct* be it 
what it will ; and, if this beonc^ granted».Sjr 
George Byng muft be allowed to have done 
his duty as well as any admfral ever did • for 
to his condudl it was entiiely owing, that Sicily 
was fi^ued, and Ida cathtdic awjefty foKcn 
to accept the.ttrms, pre^bedldm by' the 
quadruple aliiance. He at was, jhat-fitft yo- 
gqgedthe Germans, to fot foot in .that Uhtlt^ 
even after the tak^ of Meffina. The cattle 
of.the empeaovdwiflg become the caufe of Ids 
mailer, he forbgd the inicreft of that pdoce 
wjch'^uch zeal and fidt^iy as exhibited a Pat* 
tern to bis own febjelb. lived in Inch 
harmony wttfa the Imperial vic«r<q!t and jcae* 
rals, as has been feldom feen OBumg ^low* 
fobjeOs united in command) ^ want pf 
which has proved the ihin of many wmatupt > 
expeditions. He was incapable of performing 
duty in a cold or neg%eniiiiaBn^}.aiuI«.wJMen 
' any 
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Miiy fer^kt was tMimIttid to hit maviag^eM, 
kerdeyi^ his whote apJiKdltion tq 
coaid any fatigue^ or fiidi^fiaon of body, 
ever divert or interiiipt his afti^ptfea ftoln ^aiiy 
point that r^afred prefent difpatdi. To thi's 
It might be in a grrat meafurc that he 

wa*^ never anfortuoate in ahy ondefiaking,^ nor 
mi^oarnH Jn any ferViee intruded to his direc- 
tvm ; ^0', -vV'oever ivill trace poblic or private 
cyc>:fs to their fource, will tind, except Kfrhere 
t»'o i'rmecfijte finger* of Providence is vlfiblc, 
th t what j!* afcribcd tb chance, is- generally tlid 
tirc^t nf negligence oriniprudettcc. He always 
pj receded upon folid principfes, and left no- 
to fortune that cottM be accomplifhed by 
fo^ci/ght and application. His frmneTs and 
plain-dealing to thoft fereigrrexa who matW 
with him upon bolhieft, was ftieh, that it cob- 
■tributed gready to ^ difpaiKth and fttccefe of 
his tranlaftions with them 5 ^for they botdd 
depend upon whathefaid: and/as they ftW 
he ufed no arts or chicanes ^na'had 

too difeerning an eye tofbfRr thmto.paft trti* 
obler/cd in others, they ofteo feiiod k their 
beft policy to leave thdir idterdfs^s fih hbnfis 
and to his managetneht; being' cCi^id of a 
moft impartial and punltuafl'peifi^ai^ 
whatever he er^ged in. His n^l^^ddn^was 
fo thoroughly eftablifhed in ilis p^ltdlhr, 
that, in the ^aent difpotes and aHefcatipns, 
that arofe between the Savoyard^"ttxi8' 6<er^ 
aums, daring the ooor& -ivf tBe%ar> and be* 
E 5 tween 
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twce^ the letter and the Spaniards at the cdfu 
ctufion^ he the comtnbn be- 
tween fhcm'i alweya Ihenning and opybftng 
any exir^yagant or tmjnft demands^ and r&r. 
coneilingt as^much as pofBble> the violences 
cf war with the ^les of honour and juflice« 
AiiQT the performing fo many iignat fervices 
the admiral departed ‘^om Italy to attend his 
xnajeHy to Hanover; and the king, among 
many other gracious <xpreffions of -uvoar and 
facisxaflion, told him» That he had found out 
'the fecret of obliging his enemies as well as 
his* friends ; and, that the court of Spain bad 
mentioned, with grept acknowledgments, his 
&ir a^d friendly beb^yiour in the nrovifioifof 
tr&orports, and other necej^ries, u>r the cm* 
barkation <^^th;^i|f 'i;rot^a, and in protefUng 
, tfeiA from mtby vejeatioas OpprelTions tbavbad 
\ be^ attempt^’. Wb wonder that a man en* 

; doWel with fuch t^nts, and fuch a difpofitioxi, 

> left behind him k Jtaly, and other foreign 

E rts, cii« ^ foldier, an able 

Ufman^ stnd hn lioneb man. 

Duriijg hfimyefty’s flay at Hanover, he be- 
to reward the, vices of Sir George 

Byng, by making him treafurcr of the navy, 
aod rear admiral of Great- Britain ; and, on 
his return to England, one of his moft honour* 
able privy- ^ouncii. ^ 

In the i|ear 1721, he was created l^peer of 
Great- Bmain, ’by the title of vifeouot Tpr- 
rington, and baron Byng, of Southill, ‘ 
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¥0iillur€:-4Bi^ hc.was mactepne of 

thoknl«hw^|Bith. 

At bu late majeftf to the thrpn;, 

he was c^e C(^ti|iiuSoD^ of the actinU 
ralty ; iin which high (lation he breath^ h|s 
lall, athishoufp in the Admiralty, of ah affh- 
Oia, in June, 17 33^ in thef feventieth year of 
his age, and was buried at Southill, in Bed* 
ford Ini re. 

His lorddiip was bnt of a tender conilicu* 
tion, though well fuppHed with fpirits, which 
were not fo coniplcuous in gaiety of converfa* 
tiun, as in activity in all the duties and func* 
life or bufinefs, in which he was indp- 
%igabb ; and I by a continual habit of in-^ 
duilry, had hardened and inttred a body, iu>t 
naturally Uron?, to j^aticace ai^ fatigue. 

He had made no great proficiency in fchool- 
Icarning, which the early ^e of going to 
fea rarely admits of; bur nis great dili- 
gence, joined with excellent natural parts, and 
a juft fenfe of honour, made him capable of 
conduflino difEcuk ff<f|ociatioiif and qpmmsf* 
fions, with proper dignity and adclrefs. 

Daring the time he prefidyd in tkoAdmi- 
salty, he laboured in improving the nairal 
power of this kingdom ; in procuring encoii- 
/agement for Teamen, .who in him loft a true 
fr^nd ; in promoting the feheme ior eftablifti- 
ing a corporation for the relief of wi^pwaand 
children of commiftion and warrant officers in 
the royal nayy | and in every other fervice to 
his country &ac he was capable of, 

£ 6 


He 
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' H« in 16931 Mnrgtret, d3aeht«r 

of Jfntttm Mailer, of Elft^Landen, i» ^ent, 
eiq.'bf' wbom he had aercn fens and fyar 
daoshten t bet only three of the ftmer, and 
one of the hute;^ farvired him. 
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He wa$ taoj^ht to reet^very early by aa 
aant» and he learned to ivrite vntbout any 
^aflidance, by oopyin; primed books j whjich 
he executed wito great neatnefs and exa^oeih 
He ^6 put, at eight years of age, under the 
dlreaion of one Tairerner, a prieft, who taught 
hiiii the rudiments of *che Latin and Greek 
tongues together. He imbibed thefe elements 
of ciaiTical learning with the greated facility, 
and, on fird feeing tho poets, difeovered at 
once, both the peculiar bent of his inclination, 
land the excellency his genius. 

time aceidemally meeting with 
Ogtlby’s tiarflation of Homer, be was fo 
much diuck with the force hf the dory, that, 
notwithilhnding the deadnefs and inffpidnefs 
of the miification, Ogflby became a tavoor- 
4t0 book« The Ovid of Sandys* fell next^ in 
his way i and, it k feid, that the raptures 
thefe trihilations gave him were fo drong, that 
he* fj^e^ of them with pleafure all hu life 
afer# 

From* his private tutor be was Tent to a po« 
|fHh femmary at Twyfbrd, near Wlncheder $ 
wheike htf wns removed to fehooi a| Hyde- 
jpark,«fa*r.' " 

He was 'now about ten yeafe of age, and, 
being cariihd femetifnes to the play^^houfe, the 
, fight of thofe theatrical reprefentationa pot 
" hun upon* turning the chief events of Homer 
into kind of made up of a oomber of 
^che9 fepm Ugilby’s troolbriofi^ emmedfed 

I . by 
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by v^res of hi® . owti. He 
per boys to aQ tm pi[eee i \.c^akfyf whidi 
one wobld hav^e blea |;!a^ toi bafo^ctn; Tbr 
maHer^s gardener repre{eme4 the charaAer of 
AjBXf and the a£lors were drdTed afni^ the " 
prints of his favourite OgUby ; which indeM 
make far the beift part of that b(^k» b^g4e- 
figned and^eograved by arttih of note. 

In the mean ttme, he was fo itnforbinaee as 
to lofe* under his twoiafl mafters/ whatjie had 
acquired by the £ril. In thU condl^^, at 
twelve years off age, he reused wit n his parents 
to Bidfield, in Windfor foreft, where>^nis fa- 
ther had provided a convenient Ihtlb box, not 
Ikr from Oakkghaoli in Berk£itre-j( aods at 
his firfixoming, *cis faad, was put under anq«' 
ther prieft for a few months, but with as little 
fuccefs as before ; fo that he refidyvi^io be» 
come his Own mafter. This eoanr^ietrear, 
hOw'ever» fuiced his meiancholy and jvuAfAive 
temper ; and it was about this he 

wrote his Ode on Solitude, whieb a.pjpttrs as 
the firllTruits of bis poetical genit^,,^ ' 

It was here too that he 
writing of Waller^ of i^^JOhy- 

den ; bur, on the drft.nght ot.ptfS^i ^ 
abandoned the reft, having a^ h|u> 

thor whofe caft Was extiemelv ccmgnniai wbh 
his own. ' Ater he met with thirT««oiurhe*S 
works, he was never eafy till be b^^fer^n^e 
ai^or 4 and| for that porpe^e, be^^rocured a 
to hro| ip % cb|ee^houIe u^h^e 
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Dry^eit only thzt hr atight be bifei&d 
with' the Ttgbt^of that grealb poet. 

Thu c6i^ not ‘have been long before Mr. 
Dryden’s jdeath) which happeim in tyoi ; 
ib that Mr. Pope was never known to hint : a 
mtsfortQne which he laments in the following 
pathetic words : 

«* Virgilinm tantnm vidi.** 

He never mentioned him afterwards without 
a kind of rapturons veneration. Th,us, for 
iiifl;afice» having ran over the names of his 
great friends ^d enconragers, he concludes 
widi the^perfoii whom he adeemed above all 
the reil^ in the following diftich : 

'And St. John*s felf» great *Dryden^s friend be- 
fore. 

With open arms received one poet more. 

His works therefore he ftudied with equal 
pleafure and attention ; he placed them before 
his eyes as a model : in fhort, be copied not 
only hisrfktrmotiioas vetMcation,*bnt the very 
turns' of his periods ; ^d hence it was that be 
^became enabled to give to rhyme all the har- 
mony of whkhitis c^ble. 

>Biniidd being near Eafthamdead, where Sir 
WHliam 'Tmnroall ^en relied, our young 
genies wasintrodnoed info the acquaintance of 
that gen^iiM i woo, bdog iimk with srI- 
^ s&iratioQ 
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miration it hit eaecrJ^inary paits. and plesfed 
with hil good fenfiJ •• well at tke decency 
and regularity of m maniiore» g«no him great 
encouiigoBieiitf, and preftndy aamilced bmto 
a (hare of his friendinip. 

In the mean time» mailer Pope was *not 
wanting to faimfelf in improving his taknts 
for poetry : atrfourteen years old he had cpm- 
^fed feveral elegant pieces that : at fif* 
teen, he had acquired a ready habit in the 
two learned languages; and to which kefoon 
after added Frenoh and Italian. 

It is a common obrervation,«that fome ^eda 
of vanity and fcif-eoBceit areneceffiiry 
ents in the ccunpofitionof a poet $ accordiogly 
our author was not without a*propor (hate of 
thefe qoalitks, and now ihonghthimfelf capa- 
ble of ondertekkig an epic ftkthm In mi 
fpirit, he fet about writing hit Alcander diis 
year ; and theperfermance, as might heedc^ 

E Sled, was a glaring proof of his ohildhh 
ly. However, he him eidicr ftnie or mo<« 
de% enough, or both, to keqp it sst fais^ftodt ; 
and in his niper years (poke of it wtth>li ftaam* 
ne(s and ingenai^ that dots moie than aeont 
for the forwardneis of )iis attempt. 

" I confefi,’’ fays he, there was »a time 
when X was in love with myietf ^ and my 
* preduftions were the ddldren of ielf lore upon 
Innocence, lhad made an qpic poem andfsa^ 
negynca upon all the prtaces> and 1 ^tbooght 

mpelf 



9t> ^ BRITISH PLJLfTARCH. 
inylelf gaii& thAt mr lyas. 

€8«i»0t h«t iiKgrtortb<iil|^ghtfid^^ ef 
my tliUdhdOi4 winch, liKem fine coloa)^ v/e 
fee when '^Our eyes <are ihoc» are Vanilhed ^or 
ever.** 

Irt the fbllowiiTf year, 1704, be dtotered 
uppn a taflc more fekable to liis age. 'I bis . 
< waa^his Paftorals, >»ht£h brought him into the 
xScqiiaintance of feme of ihe moft eminent \^]t3 
ofthai time, iie communicated thefe Grft to 
Mr. Wycherley, whb \yas highly pleafed with 
ihe)n^ and fent a copy to Mr. WaKh, gentle- 
man of the borfe to queen Anne, and author 
of feveral ingenious pieces^ both in profe and 
verfc.]^ > . 

This intfoduced him to the acquaintance of 
that gentleihan, who proved a very £ncere 
feiena to him ; and having immediately di- 
feerned that our poet’s chief talent lay not fd 
much in finking out new thoughts of bis own, 
as i& improving thofeisvhich he .borrowed from 
. the anuents, and an eafy verfificationt told 
him^ amcmg other things, that there was one 
wayleit Dpeia for him to excel hk piredecefifors, 
and that .was cqrr^Aucfs; 'ohferving, that, 
though we had fever^ g:eat poets, yet none 
of ttem .were ooncfjt: be thmr^re advifed 
j^im to make that his Andy. ' 

, The advice was not lofli Mr^ Pojpe i«- 
eeived it very fatefully, and obferved it<very 
d^igefitly, as appears by the fobfequejit let- 
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iHgt.4cMri» die 

» j^ickt'-ihedTr^ ^wfcg h 

* TPlO$*J'ear/ 1 704, fee w^dte ^idfo the firft 
/part V,Wy^™Br-Percft» though the wh^e 
' wk^s^nOt pulilifiitd till feveral years afterwatds, 
• iti^!i^K>i*^Ufcadedi’catbii tolorc^Lanfdo^^ne, 
Atottofis as one of his-eadieft .at- 
^aiiitance. - Mr. W)^cl*eriey ' wa« another. 
' To thefe, bcfidcs Bottogbrokc and Wafeh^hc 
adds Congreve, Garth, bvvift, 'Aiterbafy*vTal- 
bot/SotnetB, arAi ShelHiek),- aa perfoAs with 
whom he was not' ohly, ccnverfanti 
lovcd‘, at fixteeh orjevenetenyears of age j an 
eaHy bard .for fucK acouaintante : and tb^ch* 
talogue might be maoe yet m^re iU^tiGciB^ 
,bad he not confined it to the dfnei^en he 
wrote the Pafiorals and Windfor-Fofefi* 

The circumfiatice of our author’s writing fhe 
firft part of this poem (6 early as lyoA, fhr- 
niftes no bad apology for the general iaidt 
charged upqH it j few images, it is faid, ^Jite 
introduced^ Vhich aienot equally appIitaUe 
tp any place whatfoever.' it is C^oe, defetip^ 
tive poetry, W which kind is d»s piece# was 
manifcftijr none of thej&infng talents of Pope; 
but, t^hen it is remembered, that fee 4>itcted 
upon a defeription of WindfiNr-Foreft^ ‘ tfeqn 
the plac^of hts abode, at fixteen, anage^Jbr 
uhidi this kind of podtry has the greater 
charms, it may as truly be faid, that he could 
|iot then be^fenfible which vmy tbd chief ^sce 
of his genius lay; and this may more par. 

ticularly 
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ticoUrly be infifted^n ^ all who have tdMfb 
tiotioe of what our poet tmdi fiud of thu {Hk4> 
IQ an epillte to AtteiWy^ , 

While ^ure defiription held the plate of fenfr. 

^ It IS allowed that he breaki^OQt into h tree 
poetical enthufiafin more than^oace, and par^i 
tscakrly rn the conckiion ^ and there was ^Di- 
deed acireamftance wbicb» no doubt, ftrongly 
animated bis mufe in that part. The peace, 
afterwards concluded at Utieckt, wH this 
year, 1710, projeAedby his particular friends 
Harley and St. |ohn, who were now at the 
bsadrof the tniniftry. Accordingly, we find 
the ioflueocps and eSeAs of peace, and its 
^confthueacc, a diffiifive comiiterce, marked 
by fdcAloireainftances, fuch as are beft adapted 
to ftxike theSmaginatioD by lively pictures, the 
feledion of which confticates true poOtry. At 
the clofe of all,. there appears a grouoe of al- 
*l0garical pcrfon^ges, in the rear of wbidh 
Am 'tiie foliowiog ^res,^ painted h living 
coloers, with their proper infiMia and attii* 
hates. 

* 

£nvy her own fiuikes (hall feel, 
And perfecution moom her broken wheel ; 
lihere fadion roar, rebellion bite her chain. 
And gafping furies thirft for blood in fsth^ 

It if faid, that. 


Addiiim 
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was 

'tkis^ndble coftcbfioiKlof Wii^dilor-Fdfeft« l^th' 
‘ali> a polUician and as a poet, A& a paHtkkfif 
hecaufe it To hig^y^gelabvaaed that tre^y>of 
placet which he darned fo pernicious to the 
hberties of Europe ; and as a poet» because he 
was deeply confcious> that his own Cam* 
paigne» that Gazette in rhfvme, ^ contained no 
fircSies of fuch genuine and fuUinie poetry, a» 
the concli^eii befbre*** 

No part of our baid^l ltfe is more interell^^ 
ing than that of hia condn^ cuhivatfiig 
frmndlhip^ efpcetaUy witht his brother pOets* 
At the age of eighteen^ he was grown iohi^^ 
in the cfteem of Wycherley^^ that he thou^C; 
him capaple of corredGog his poeiitsr 'fu'bich 
had been damned) ib as they might appear 
again in; print. Pope complied with the 
^ueft^ and executed it with equal fteedom and^ 
judgment. Bat the faults proved too many 
for the author of them to be told of $ he was 
oldi became jealous^ andcofiftfued his young 
maker's ingetmity* and plain deaHng, into 
waoc of ipfpedl. Not only the defxgn of puh« 
lilbing.jivas dropped, , but alt correfpoiidetiee 
with .the corredlor fuipeiided. 

This ungenerous refentment was livety >10^ 
iented by rope Tandt though Wycherlev woo 
prevailed with afterwardsi by the mediatioti of 
a commofi^fTseAd, to refume tho oorre^^d-* 
enee^' yet this went no farlluAr than baro com* 

, plaifance. 
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blairatitierl However,^ fope time after Mr* 
Wycherie/s -mema beings 

l^edt by ibme merc^rypbaatf* in i^iS, o^tJ 
a1tt&6r» the fbnowiitg year, printed feveeri*’^ 
letters that had pa/Ted hetwj^ia them, in vjti- 
dication of Mr. Wycherley^ good name, 
againil foxne mifconllruftions prefixed CO chat 
edition. 

Our poet’s conduit, throughout this whole 
trying ai&ir, was greatly above his years ; 
but, young as he was, his talents were now 
beginning to ripen into full maturity. This 
appeared coofpicuoud^ in his Eflay on Criti- 
cifin ; which, though wrote fo early as 1708, 
yet placed him among thoft of the firft rank 
m bis art. k is indeed efieemed a mailef- 
^fece in it’s kind, aud fo diftovered the pecu^ 
liar tura of‘ his ‘ genidl. He w'as not yet 
twenty years old, fo that every body Aood 
amazed to find ftich.fa knowfedge of the world, 
fuch a maturity of judgment, and fuch a pe* 
netration into human nature, as are tliere dif- 
played ; infomuch that it. became a fubjedl for 
the criticsto difplay their profbundeR fkiil in 
accounting for it. The grOAtieft geniofes in 
painting, as well as poetry, were generally ob* 
ferved, not to have pr^ticed any* of their 
snafter^pieces before tie age of thirty* or 
tber^outs ; and ^Ihat Mr. Pope’s genius ri.. 
peneoearlier, was Owing, it is laid, to a hap^- 
py coiypndare of concurring circumftances.' 

ai^s happily fecored from failing into the 
debandhdiieal of women and wine (the too fre* 

quent 
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of bopefulf youth) by the we^ki^efi 
afi 4 of iiM ^niUtuttotiy ayd the bad 

Bate of ilia ^Ich. iflie ftafual vlcea^veso teo 
vWeat for (0 tender ;a Tranif^ he oerer tt|to 
in$e«nperaoee or <iiffipation« which 19 of the 
greateil confequerce iqjpre&rving each faculty 
m the mind in due vigour, b^ea hia mif* 
ihapen figure is aLedgea to have been of ufl to 
him as a writer. 

It is an obrervation of lord Bacon> that 
whoioever hath any thins fixed in hia perfbn 
that induces coStempti naih alfo a pemtual 
fpur within to refeue and debver himfelf from 
It. Hence it has been thought not improba* 
Lie that our poet might be animated by this 
circoinfiance to doutue his diligence, to make 
himlUf diftingulflied by the rectitude of hi! 
underfianding, and beautiful turn of mind, as 
much as be was by the deformity of his body. 
This remark is thought to receive (bme coun- 
tenance from our author himfelf in the follow- 
ing lines : 

What crops of wit and bonefty appear, 
hrom fpieen^ from obBinacy, hate, or fear: 
See anger, zeal, and for^tod^ fuf ply ik 
£r ’a avarice, prudence; philofophy; 

Nor viftuc, male or female, can we name. 

But what wiU grow on pride, or grow on 
lhame, 

ll is obtain that he ftri^ly jfqlfiUedHbe pre^ 
cepe of Horace in each particular^ Malta tp- 
iit fccitque puer, fudavit $s alfit. 


It 
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It WSis atKAhcsr cirtromvance, equally 
ticm te*the ftudiea df P4pe» in this early part 
that he inherlteiia fortune that was a 
de^nt competmey, mod uiiBefent to fopply the 
Aoall osrpeocts whichi both by eoiiftituuon and 
reiie£iion, ho required. This he preferved 
from the two mofl deftruflive enemies to a 
young genius^ want and dependence. Nor 
was the circamdance of being placed l^heath 
opulence^ and an high Ration, -lels propitious; 
Rnce thele almoR unatbidabjy embarrafs and 
immerie the poiTedbr Inthd cares, th% plea- 
fores, the indolence, had the diflipation, that 
accompany abundance. Thus it is conccaved^ 
that theie external aids; asfo many auxiliaries, 
aifidtng the native inborn Rrength of our poet’s 
^iu8, had their (hare in this triumphant pro>* 
do£lion, * • 

But how triumphant foe^^er maybe the ttUNil 
of the ERay.on Criticifni, yet it was Rill fur- 
paiTed, in a poetical view, by the Rape of the 
j^ock. The former indeed excelled in the 
dida^ic way, for which he was peculiarly 
formed a clear head and Rrong ienie were bis 
charalteriftical qualities; his chief force lay 
in the underftanding/ rather th^n^in the ima-* 
ginatioA : but it is Sie caeative power of thd 
kftchatcoolUtutes proper chara£te?iAic of 
poetry ; and therefore it i^s in the Rape of tbd 
Lock that Pope priiicip^ly hppears a poet ; 
iince in this performance *he has difplayed 
mofe imaginadoA than in ail hh other works 
po^togethen 

The 
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Tiiee poem took its fiom m incidental 
quarrel that happened twa noJble 

milks, that of lord Vetre' Aad Ponnof^ 
both of our author*^acquamtaiie^^ mild ^ li# 
fame religion. His lordfidpi ^ 

pleafure^ carried it fb far as to cut off a^fai^oci^' 
rite lock of the lady’s hair* Thby tlko^ donb 
in the way of gallantry, waa leripyiy . rd- 
fented, as^eing indeed a real itijary^'* lienee 
there prefently grew mataalanimofeiea, whidi 
being feen.whh t:oncerii by a conimoo ftiend * 
to ?ll, that friend, requeued Pope toi^try the 
power of his mufe on the occafion ; intimating, 
th3t a proper piece of ridicule was the likplieft* , 
means to« exungoiih' the raiiif^ flame, 
readily complied with thia frttiidly propolat'; 
and, the janfbire reaniiring dffptich, h»s firft 
defign was compleateoio 1^ than a fortnight; 
which being fent^to the ladyt* had^mbre than 
the propoicS efie«^ Pleafed to thq higheft^de* 
gree with the delicacy of the com^bnent paid 
to her, ihe flrft communicated copiba to 

her acqimifttanjce, and then preraifed^withonr 
author to print it: as he did, though not 
without the caution of eoneealing his namd to 
(dlit^fly A (ketch^ Bht the univerfah appl^ie 
which the ike^h met with, pat him upon^enr^ 
it with the tnachincFy of the lylphs ; 
ad*d(tb cimt new drds, the t^Ocantoes extencktd 
:tdfive, came out ti^ foiloudng yeitr> 
ttdieited hy a letter to Mrs. Fermor, to raomt 
ho: afterwards addreflhd another, whids ^ 
efleetn^ fat'AiperiOr to any^of Voiturc. 

VoLtXi; F . .The. 
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^^Tbe inlerdoa of the machinery in pt^r 
pjacesf as it is dda^^adthout (be leaft aj^pear* 
HQce of beipg awbardlyiMtched in. To ia^nvas 
efteemed by Pope^hitnftlfr as an effort 
of his greateft ikiil and arc as a poet ; and { 
have always efteenrted the letter above-men. 
jtioned to Mrs* Fermor» as the mod engaging 
effort of his fkill and art as a letter- writer. 
Sot let«che reader judge. 

** To Mrs* Arabella Fermor, after her 
. " marriage. 

Madam, 

*’«YOU are fenfible, by this time, bow 
much the tcndernefs of one man of merit, is 
to he preferred to the addreffes of a thoufand ; 
and by this time the gentleman you have made 
choice of, is fenfible, how great is the joy of 
having all thofe jcharms and good qualities, 
which have pleafed fo many, now applied to 
pleafe one onlp It was but juft, that the" 
, lame virtues which gave you reputation, ihould 
give you happinefs ; and* I can wifh you no 
grea^ than, that you may reap it to as high 
adell^, as fo much good nature maft give it 
to your buiband. 

It may be expeded, perhaps, that 
who has the dtle of being; a wit, ihould fay 
ibmething more polite upon this occafion ; but 
1 am reaiiy more a wetl wifher to your felicity, 
than a celebrate? of your beauty. Befides, you 
«re now a married woman> and in a fine my 

to 
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i smt ipany better tiling) than 
lady ; iUcn aa> an e^eUent^ wi?e» a faithlni 
friend^ « tender p4efit» and* 4t Ijii, a $ Ihe 
c<nifeqneftce nf th^ all, a ftinr in Heai^n^ 
•You ought now to hear nothing, , but that 
which is all that you em deiired to hear, 
(whatever 6cher»liave fpoken to you)* I mean 
truth ; and it is with the otinoR that L aiFore 
yot], no friend you have, om inore fbjoiclein 
any good that befallr you, is mor^fenfiMy dp- 
lighted with the proipe^ of your iuture happi- 
ncfs, or more unfeignedly defires a longxonti- 
nuarceofit. 

I hope you wil> think it but jufi, .that^a* 
• man, who> will certainly be fpoken of aa ypur 
admirer after he i) dead, may have the t^ppi- 
nefs, while he is living, to beefieemed, 

« Your, 


Here Pope appears the man of gallantry, 
good*nature, and a thorofigh knowledge of 
the' world. This letter is fometimes annexed to 
the poem not injudicipufiy, as rendering the 
entertainment compleat in Ac hnppy marriage 
of the heroine* 

This year he alfo publilhed his Temple of 
.Fame ; having, accoiraing to his uibal cautions 
k^> it two years in hiii fiudy, Thar objeft 'of 
the univerfid pafiion was full 'upordhis thoU^EIlit 
at this time ; he had been, mm the 
tingout^ in full firctch after k, and faw it 
wimin his reach ;* accordingly,* w6 find 

Fa SR 
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in high fpints diverting hignfelf with tbe^ffe) 
dies, to one of whoii; h& fent a copy of hit 
Temp)e» «with an bnmirous gay ep%r9in^ 
which he introdnces in the»fbilowing words ;* 

> 

Now I talk of Fame, I fend you my 
Temple 'of Fame, which is juft borne out; 
but my fentiments about it you will fee much 
better by this epigram. 

♦ * < 

What’s fame with men, by cuftom of the na-« 
don, 

Is call’d, in women t only reputation : ^ 

About them both why keep we fuch a pother. 
Part you with one» and I’ll renounce the 
other.” 

A couplet in the fame tafte had flipped into 
the Rape of the Lock. 

Oh ! hadft thou, cruel, been content to feize 
Hairs lefs in fight^ or any hairs but tfaefe. 

Some of the fair-fex taking ofience, as it is 
f|id, to the(e lines, occafioned the two fol- 
lowing ; wherein that delicacy is handled ve^ 
roughly, as being no better than a mere af- 
ftfked piece of prudery. 

Who cenfure moil, more preckms hairs would 
lofe, • 

To have the Rape recorded by his mole; * 


In 
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In d pa^e of the letter which accompanied 
this cp^rag^ it'' appears, that he had now be- 
gujato tratnOfitp lion^r^s Jliad, and made a 
good progrefs in it; and» in I7t3» he gave 
out propofdls •for publitbing that tranilation by 
fi^bicription. 

Ifb had been preffcd to this undertaking 
foriie y^ars b< fore by fome of hh friends, and 
. was now greatiy encouraged in the defign by 
others. lli& religious principles dif^uamficd 
him from receiving any folid tciiimony of his 
merit, ^ in the ufual way, of a place at^court. 
Comnion prudence theieforc prompted him to 
make the bed advantage he could of the repu- 
tation lie had obtained in his trade, artd try to 
raife an independent fortune by it. And thck* 
fuccefs was luoh, as mull needs aitfwer, if not 
exceedi his mod fanguine expectations; he 
acquired a confidcrable fortune, by ti^.ubfcup- 
fion fo lajge, that it does honour to the ki 
dom. lie fdw a'l parties and denominations 
join in it, notwithHanding the undethand prac- 
tices of fome pretended friends, who in vaia 
oppofed the dream. At the head of^thefe was 
foiSud Mr. Addifon. * 

Our author had long paid awful venera.. 
lion CO thac»rival ; the confcioufirefs of which, 
*fejvicd to fet a keener edge upon his lefcnt-. * 
menc now. Hut. though the fen^e^of fo much 
treachery and falfhoo^ tiugled fti every vem, 
yet he managed it wiut the niceft prudence, 
and at lad revenged it with a (atire which does 
honour to hin^feif. 

F 3 THe- 
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Thefevcral Reps of his xoiidadiog tills 
critical a^tr may be leen^o bh letters onikrs 
occafion, to which the reader who has iioc^e* 
rufed them, wHl thank us for rcfeiring him. 
We ihall only ol^ferve, ki general, that, among 
ocher comemptibty meftn artifices made ufe of 
by Addifon, ro iuppictJ the riling 'merit* and 
fame of his rival j it appears from thcfe let* 
ters, that he difcoaraged Pope from inferting* 
the machinery in the Rape of the Lock that; 
to hurt him with the Whigs, he'induilrioufly 
gave u out, that Pope was a Tory and^ Jaco#- 
bite ; and laid that he had a hand jn writing 
the Examihers. That Addifon hiinfelf 
laied the hrR book of Homer’s Iliad, pub* 
Jjlhcd under lickell’s uair.e; which he de- 
clared, alter Pope’s was printed, was Hill the 
beil that had ever been done in any language. 
And, lall of all, he privately encourag^Gil- 
don to abufe Pope in a virulent pamphlet^ and 
gave him ten guineas for the performance. In 
Ihort, this was the moH dangerous attacl^ that 
Pope ever experienced. How much then does 
it raife ^ charadier of his parts and prudence, 
that he was able abfolutely to defeat it, and 
even to break ihefe darts, which envy and ma*' 
ligoity had forged agalnfi him, upon the head 
oftheforggr. 

Thus, admirable temper and fpirit, he 
preferved his ; ^d, keeping his mind 

attentive to means that might render his 
tranilation mo/e ^rfe£t, he took a journey, a 
Utcle before the death of queen Anne, to Ox*- 

foidi 
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fon) t to confalt feffie boakariQ the Boidkian 
mid Other libraries ^ tha^jiiuverfity ; and the 
firftjiart of bis eraoiatioiv tvas^'j^obliihed' tk^ 
folioWiflg year. . ^ . 

This, gave -great ^rfa^liop, fo that hh 
finances were now pe^fi fach a flouriKhitig 
fiate^ that he fieiblvedj^place himfelf nearei^ 
his friends in the ca];wl. • in that view, the 
fniall affair atBinfierd being fold, hff urcKafrd 
*a honfe at Twickenhaoi, whither he removed 
with his father and mother before the expira- 
tion of this yeari 1715. He*calh this ohe of 
the grand «xas of his days ; and the taltc he 
diPpHiycd in improving the feat, became the 
general vogue. 

While he was employed in t!m delightful 
work, he cbul 3 not forbear doubling the piesC* 
fure he took in it by communicating it to his 
friends. 

' «• The young ladtes^’^ fays he, in a* letter to 
Mr. Blount, map be affared/^tbat I make 
^iTothlbg' new in d|ty gardens, without v^ifiiing 
to fee them print their fairy fteps in eyeiiy.cbr* 
ner of ^hem. I have put the lad hat^^ to my 
' works'^ this kind,^ in happily finiflitng the 
fuhterianeous way’’ (from his hoafe tCf (lia 
garden, under the high-^road which feparat^ 
them) and grotto. I there fouiiA a luring 
of the cleareit*water, which falls ih a{ perp€«< 
tual rilt, that echoes 0ro’ the edvern day and 
night. From the river Thames you fte 
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my.arch, vp a walk bf the wiMernefs, to a 
kind of open temple, wholly compoi^d of 
ftdh, ip the roAic marmer; and from chat 
diAance,/ under the temple you look <fown 
thro* a Soping^trcade of trecs,.and fee-iails on 
the river fuddenly apj^ring and vaniihing as 
through a perfp^ivc^laft. When 'yon (hut 
the door of this grotto/it becomes, on the in- 
fant, froth'%^ luminous room, a camera ob- 
fcura : on thia wall of whi^h all the objeds of 
the, rivert hili»| woods, and beats, are form- 
ing a moving p|flure in their vifible radiations; 
ar.d when you^ave a mind to light ir up, it 
affords you a very diiTerent feene. It is hnifived 
with ihells, jji ter fperfed. with pieces of look* 
ing-glafs in *apgular forms ; and in thexiehng 
a Aar of the fame^ materials ; at which, 
vshen a lamp of an >orbi€u1ar .figure, of thin 
alabafter, is liuiig in the middle, a thou fund 
pointed^ rays glitter and aie refleded over the 
place. Thcr(} are tOitpeiled to this grotto, 
by a narrower pafiage^ilwo porches, one to-» 
yvards^fae river, of miboih flones, full oflight 
and epei^ the ocher'^o^rds the garden, (ha- 
dowed wtlftpees, and .rOagk with (hells, dints, 
and iron ores, is paved with fisi- 

pic pebble, as is alfo the. adjoining wal^k up 
the wildernefs to the tepiple, in the natur^ 
tafte, agreeing not ill wkh the lidle dripping 
murmut the aquatic idea* of the wnole 
places It wants nothing to complete it but a 
good ftatue, with aftinfcriptionlik^ diat beau- 
teous 
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teous pidorefque one, which you ktionc 1 im 
fo fond of. 

H uj us nympbw* loci, I facri cuftodia Ibntls, * 
Doixnio. dum bUndas fentio • 

Parce ineum, qniiquis lllogiS cfhA |p§r^rar, 

romnum h * 

Rumpere ; feu bibas, fivelavere, tace. 

<♦ 

Nymph of the grott, thefe iacred fpriogs 1 
keep. 

And to the murmur of thefe waters fleep. 

Ah ! fpare my (lumbers, gently tread the cave. 
And drink iu fdcnce, or in (ilence lave. 

you’ll think I have ];)een vejy poeticaji in 
this defcriptiqp, but ^tis pretty* nearly the 
•ruth.” 

This letter was wrote in 1725: he after- 
wards wrote a poem upon it in a peculiar call 
and kind : and Mr. Warburtop informs us, 
that the improving this^rotto was the favou- 
rite atnufement of his declinitig yeats $ ^ 
that, not long before his death, b^y |hlllfgiog 
and incrufting it about with a vaft*nnnber of 
•ores and minerals of the riqheft and rareil 
kinds, he bad made it one of the moft'elegaet 
and romantic retirements that is any where to 
be feen. * 

^ And,” adds that writer, ** thy heaety of 
his poetis genius, in the ocfit^ 

F 5 pienta 
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aqsent9>of tliofe* romantic materials, appeared to 
as much 'adv^tage as in any of hie bcft con- 
tiived poems.” 

His fathef ^fnrvive^ this removal only two 
years, dyio|f fnddenly, after a very healthy 
life, 4ft the sSge of Icvcnty-^ c He was bii- 
Ticd by his fon at Twickenham, who erefled 
a handfome monument to his intmory, with 
an inscription celebrating nis 'n-ocerr-e, pro* 
bity, and piety. As hev "aoiii, necouK 
not porchafe, nor put hi. i.orcv to .r‘erCi 
on real fecurit , ana, he rdh^r'd to tl ^ 
intcreA of king Jam**", n a»a^c i . point » 
confcience, »'nt to itrd ro liic .ew ^^overn- 
ment ; fo that, ' o .4w v '>rth near 
,/wenty thousand ^.ounds, \;he!* ' w left off bu- 
iinefs, fiom the fame principles, t the revo* 
lution ; ytt atte*-ward living pon the flock, 
he left our pocr to the mai'ager* .r r f fo nar- 
row a fortune*, that any one '’‘‘k ep would 
have been fata!. 

, This rigid oe/s f the old gentleman’s Jaco- 
bite principles betrays an uncommon degree of 
brgdtGed weaknefs, which it was the Ton’s care, 
as much aspoffible, to keep out of light. This 
was a paK of prudence, at well as piety, and 
we find him tbrowieg a veil over it more than 
onccv if ♦ 

For right hereditary tax’d and fin’d. 

Ho jittck 10 poverty with peace of mind. 


What 
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-What fortune, prayi?v TEw ; 
Andfbecter got thantBeHia^^ fr<o^>^e throne. 
Born to no pride, iilheriting no 
Nor marrying difcord in a noble urife : 
Stranger to civil and religious rage, , * r 
'i'he alk^d innocuoi^#abR>’ hi« 

\o ('* 'Tis !.e faw, “»o fuiH tt'0^}dr;^ver try; 
Ni.r*..' * I : h. nor ha^a/ ted* a* lye. 
Jn.*.;in. '*< »* no fchool-man’s fubtlo 


^ t 

’• * c largu e'of the heart: 
.y I v-nencewife; 

Heaif**' ^ »w*i.^n’^dby 'vercifc. 

His ' Ic, “ 1 -o ; *^n fs pall unknown; 

Uis death V iad..nt, ana %* 'totfuc agnMiawiit .9 
\ 


The a ' .'‘cnipn ’ ic* * 'mei.ines reeom* 
jnendt^' or. in ^'is n.rli '' years, tht 

lludy 0 " , c , the ^'cit means of repaiiii^ 
that \vali:c li Jubilance \/hich from his 
own principles was letidere i unavoidable.' But 
this mu ft have gone uo farther than a 
propofal, fince we are aiTured by the'foif that 
he broke no duty, nor difobeyed either parent, 
in following the trade of a poet ; and his fa* 
ther bad the facisfa6lion of living long endogh 
to fee him in a fure way of making %Beiiicd’ 
fortune by it. ” • 

in verity, want of a doe, aitentioo to this 
neceftary point was nonthof our jpoet’s wealicii* 
Aeft; on the contrary, we find bijoiiaking aH 
F 6 oppor- 
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opportunities ^to pufh it to the utmoft. In 
this Ypirit, not^fatisfied with the golden^ tide 
that was fontinuajly Dowijrig in from his tranf- 
lation, he |)fttb!tihed*f in lyiy* acolledlion of 
nH the poetical pieces he had wrote before; in 
whjch the regard to his fortune had undeniably 
a coaMtrable fhare. He proceeded in the 
fam^lpirit to give a new edition of Shake- 
‘'fpelri which n#hig publifhcd in *1721, dif- 
covered that te'^d confulted his fortune in 
the tindertakm|^ore than his fame. 

The Iliad mng dniihed^ he engaged upon 
the like fodnng to; undertake the Odyflby ; 
and that work beihj^ compleated in 1725:, the 
following year was employed, in concert with 
his aflbciates, lYeap Swift and £)r. Arbtithnot» 
sy federal volumes of Mifcrlfanies. 

About this time, he narrow! ^fcaped lofing 
life as he was returning lioirti? in a friend's 
•parlor's which, on paffing a bridge, happened 
overturned, and thrown v^ich the horfea 
mo the river. The glaifes were up, an^ lie 
aiot able to break them; fo that Kei^s in 
immediate danger of drowning, when -the 
poftllfion, who had juft ;3ecover«d himfelf^ 
came to his relief; broke the glafs which was 
oppormod, took him Out, ^d ^rried him to 
liU bjahk ; but a fragment oY the broken glafs 
cot imC of liis bands fo defperately, that he 
ioft the ufe of two of hk fingers, 

^ Be bad now made fuch a fence about his 
ibrtone, aiit put it Ordt of danger; and riie Hke 
Jjfjrnct, ^bkh he had been long hbouring to 

kt 
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6t about Us fame^ being finilhed in the Dun- 
ciacL that &tiee came out» in the year 17^7# 
in jfto. 

He fomewhere fbTer^t That the life of 
an author is a flate of warfare ; and he has^ 
in this attack, or, rather, feries of attacks^ 
file wed himielf a complete general in the art 
of this kind of war. Fabius cunAando, *&c. 
Our poet bore the infuhs of his enemies full 
ten years before he hazarded a general battle; 
he was all that while climbing the hills of 
ParnaiTus^ during which, be coold not forbear 
fome flight {kirmrflies ; and the fuccefs of theft 
was of ufis in ftewing him his fuperior 
ilrength, and theiel^ admng confidence to hia 
courage , but he whs now &ted ftfe}y on the 
fttmmtt: befidev^ he had;>d|2thi8iB^^ 
his own opinion, is the happieft of lifi^ 
the love of valuable men ; and ti&t nw ftfi-* 
city, he declares, was to get rid of fooltvmid 
fcoundrels : to which end, afer having, bf* 
feveral aSe^ed inarches and €onnter»jnarches», 
brought the. whole army of intp hu" 
fC/WtTy he ftddenly fell upon them with a pei^ 
as irrefifbble as the fword of Micbad the 
arch^angel; and made an abfcdomly univer- 
ftl flaoghter of them, ftfiftring iftt « .Angle 
ftul to eftape his farv. * 

The poem cautioofly made its fiift appear*- 
ance, as a mafked-battery, in Ireland ; nor, 
indeed, was the triumph^ comjpleted adthout 
the aihilance of our^uthor^s undoubted ftcond, 
Ileen Swift, who, having furotfted it sgth 

fome 
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Ibme e)rqiiifitdy wroaght artillery, in that 
pompour figure It mace a new appearancei 
printed at London in 9 

This edition was piaienlted to the king and 
queen, by Sir Robert Walpole ; who|Plobably 
at this t*me ofifercd to procure Mr. Pope a 
penfion ; which he refufed with the fame fpi- 
rit'as he had formerly done to an oiFer of the 
fame kind made him by the lord HalHfax ; 
which fpirit of dur author in *deciining this 
o^r of Sir Robert’s Teems to be exprelTed in 
a letter of his, about this time, to his friend 
Dean Swift. 

I waa once before,” lays he, ** difpleafed 
at you for complaining to Mr. — of my 
hot ; I am fo^^gain, at your 

naimng it to a certain lord. 1 have given 
|rroof, * in the courfe ef my life, from the time 
when. J wat'in the frkndfhip of lord Boling- 
l^roke and Mr. Craggs, even to this time 
when I am civily treated by Sir Robert WaL 
pole, that I never thought myfelf fo warm in 
any party’s caufe, as to deferve their moneyv 
and therefore woold never have accepted it. 1 
defire you to take olF any imprefiions which 
that dialogue' may have left upon his lord- 
Blip’s mind, as if I ever had any thoughts of 
^ing beholden to^him, or. any other, in that 
way.” 

One of the proofs belt intimated, was the 
refofal he had given, many years before, to 

aa- 
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•A ofler*^f the fame kind by lord Haliifax t 
as srnpem b/aktterto that lord as earl v as 
fihe|year 1714; where he writes ia thelk 
terms: 

» • 

** My Lord, 

** 1 A M obliged to you, both for the &• 
\EOurs you have done me, and for thofe you in- 
tend me. I didruft neither your will, ^ncr 
your memory, when it is to do good ; ^d, 
if ever 1 become troublefbme or follicitous, it 
muil not be out of expeflation, but out of gra- 
titude. It is> indeed, a high (train of genero- 
(icy in you, to think of making me eafy all 
my life, only becauie I have been fo happy 
as to divert yojti a few hours 
have leave to add, it is becauie you tnlrnnii^ 
no enemy Jo my native country, there will dp* 
pear a better reafon ; for I muft of conlt^ 
quence be very muoh, as l (incerely am. 

Yours, Ac.” ’ 


« It is aifb wefl known, that 

so, gave him a fubfcription for one hum* 
dred pounds in the South-Sea, of which he 
made no manner of uTe. ^ ' 

As thefe oiFm muft be under^Sood to be, 
made in the view of taking him off from his 
attachments to his friends, his refufal of them 
•^ore lb many illudrioos prot^fs of hioftendihefs 
in^ that point. Yet he decboes, inn letter to 

Dr, 
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Sr« Swift* that he had perfonal ob/f^ations* 
which he would ever pnpierve* to men of jiif* 
fitrent fides. ^ ^ ' 

In 17291 our poet, in (he view of fetting 
yet another fence about hisTortune, purchafcd 
an annuity of one hundred pounds for his 
own life, that of his mother being Jikewife 
included* , 

The fame year, by the advice of lord Bq« 
lingbroke, he turned his ^n to fubjefls of mo^ 
rality ; and accordingly we find him, with the 
afliflance of that friend, at work this year upon 
his EfTay on Man. The following extrad of 
a letter to Dean Swift, difcovers the reafoo of 
his lordflkip’s advice. 

Bid him fPope] talk to you of the work 
’ke^is'hlSouC^ libpe in ^d earneft; it is a 
fine one, ai^ will be in his hands an original. 
His folc cofhplaiitt is, that he finds it too eaiy 
in the execution. 1 his Batters his lazinefs. 
it Batters my judgment ; who always thought, 
tSat, univerfal as his talents are, this is emi- 
oenUy^ and peculiarly, his, above all the 
iWng or dead ; I do not ex- 

Hosace,^* 

jfope tells the dean, infh^na^leftet* «rb«t 
this wqfk want 

'the work, he [Bo1i()|fbroke]>&eak. of 
whh fuck abondent j^tiality, is « iyfteRi of 
Lthici, in (be Uoratian way.” 

liv 
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111 another letter, Written probably in the 
eiHilnce of tjic following year, we ftc'thc>^ 
ncrai aim which. aOleaR, he wiflicd might oe 
attributed to this wm k. * 

T am juft^ow writing, or rather planning 
a book to bring mankind tolopk upon this 
with comfort and pleafare $ and put mcfaluy 
in good humour.” 

This fubje^i was exadily fuSted to his genius; 
he found the peiformanceeafy to a degree that 
furprized himfclf, and he thereupon employed 
^hi& feifure hours in purAiing the fame defigh in 
his Ethic Epiftles, which came dut feparately 
in the Coui^fe of the twO followd pj?L^!^rs^ Bu t 
a great clamour was raifcd a^ntl the FduriiT 
ofthefe Epililes, addre^d to lord Bolingbrbke, 
upon Talie ; and the charafter o/ Timon in 
it gave great ofi'enee. The defcripttOn, it is 
fa id, was too plain not to be known who was 
|K)itued at ; aifd the late dulce of Chanddb ft 
IS laid wrote to our author in fuch a manner as 
made him fenfible, that he ought to havecoxva- 
fined himfolf to a made character. 

Mr.^Pope, we are told, began to wi(h he, 
had not carried the matter fo far, bat there nyas 
no reeedine ; all he could do wi»*tc»*pallfate 
the bofinefs ; and this was done in a lettei by 
Mr, Cleland to Mr Gay, iti December, 1731. 
But this letter was not fatisfaflory, ndr yet one 
he wrote to the duke profeffing his^ioiioeefiOe. 

' AU 
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All this while, he had the pleafare to fee 
the EpiiUe fell lib, that it went threugn the 

t rcri a third djne very foen. Theieupon, in 
igh fpirits, he publifted'a letter to l 9 rd Bur- 
lington, the Mi.ich following; therein hav- 
ing taken notice of the clamour which, he 
thiough malice and miflake ilill conti- 
he opre/Ttb his refeninien| of this - 
ailagc, di/avo\ts any dt*fgn apairA the duke, 
mrkes liim fcveial higli com| liincnts, ai.d 
then pioceeds thus : 

*• Certainly the writer deferved more can- 
dour, even in thofc who know him not, than^ 
tS promote a leport, which, in regard to that 
noble^rfon ^ as impertinent; in rtgard to me 
“TKillfiTOns, 

1 have taken,*' continues he, an oppor- 
tunit) of the third edition, to declare his be* 
lief not only of my innocence, but of theinma- 
lignity; of the former of which my heart is 
as confeious, as 4 Tear fome,of dieirs muft bl 
of the latter ; bis humanity feeh a concern for 
the injury done to me, wiiile his greatnefs of 
mind can bear with indiXerence the infult of- 
fered to hifnfelf^’* 

After th%,, he concludes with threatning to ' 
makoMofe of real names, not ii£lltious cm^s, ifi 
his enfuing works ; and how far he weht into 
the execution of that menace, will prefently be 
leen; for the unieafonablc complaints which 

were 



ALE5tAND:^R POPTE-. rry 

werclmadi^ againft this EpiBle *byTo8|{C’^ fecret 
enejiesy put,bim upc^ wPhrn^ &tire$, in 
which he ventured t|) attack tba of 

fome p^fona of hi^h rank; and site affront 
was. reiented ip fuch a manner, as provoked 
him to let Ipofc the whole fury of his fatirical 
ajgalnft them, which was poured forth in 
*proie and verfe. # 

In the firft (alire of the fecond book of Ho- 
race, he had deferibed lord Harvey and lady 
Mary Wortley Montague, fb charaderiflically, 
undA^the names of lord Fanny and Sappho, 
that thefo two noble ^peifona^es" did not only 
^ake up thefame weapons againft the aggrtih>f, 
but uftd ah their intereft among the nobility, 
and eten v^ith the king 
him. 

This injury was what Pope complained 
of moft I and^ for that reafon, the letter 
which he wrd^ji^ aitfwer co>it was fhewn’ to 
her majedy as^ i^oh as finilhfd^ which 

concludca With tMfe^v^ords : 

► '‘‘After all, your Ipr^lhip will be careful 
not. to wrong my moral Charafier with fhofiii' 
under whofe protection 1 live; and thf'bugh 
.whe^e Uni'.y alone 1 can live Wi|h^[comfort» 
Yoqr lordfhip, I aid conSdent, upon Confider- 
ationi will tbirik you inadvertently wm)f a lit- 
tle too far, when you recommended to tbdr 
perufal, and drengtbened by' the naeigbt (f( 
yoor approbation, a libel mean ih its reflec- 
tions upon my poor /igurp, and fcandalous in 

thofe 
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thofe upqfi my honour and integrity ; w} ereia 
1 was reprefented as an enemy to human Va[ce, 
a murderer of* rcputatiorf}, a moniler marked 
by God, like Cain, defefving to wander ac- 
curfed through the world. — A Arange pi^ure 
fif a man, who liad the ?ood foitune to enjoy 
many friends, w'hQ,4viU be alwaysVemcmbeied 
ai the firA ornament" of his age and country,' 
and no enemies that ever continued to be heard 
of,* except Mr. John Dennis and your loid- 

^hip A man who never wrote a line, ip 

.which the religion oi government of his 
try, the royaf family, or their miniAry, were 
.^ifrerpe^fully mentioned ; the animoAly o# 
.any one party gratified at the expence of ano- 
r enfure pa A, but upon known 
Vices, acknowledged folly, or aggreffing im* 
{pertinence. It is with infinite pleafurc he 
£nds, that fomc men, who feem aAiamed and 
eifraid of nothing elfe, are fo very fenfilile of 
this rididPe ; and. ’tis for that very reafon, he 
refolves, by the grace of Ood, and your lord* 
Blip’s good leave, 

That, while be, breathes, no rich or noble 
knave 

Shall walk the world in credit to his grave; 

*• This he thinks is rendering the beA'ftr* 
vice be ca,n to the public, and even to the 
good government of his fellow^creatures. For 
ihifi, at leaA, he may deferve fome comnienda* 
tions from the greateft perfons in it. Your 

lordOiip 
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lord/bip knows of whom I fpeak iheii* 
kiAmil I fhould *be as forty, and much 
afbamed, to pUce'nrar yottrs on ftich an oc- 
cafion« as I Ihould t# foe you, my lord, priced 
fo near their perfons, if you could evVr make 
fb ill an ufc of their lear as to afperfe or mif- 
teprcfent an^innotfettiiin^,” * 

fc, * * ' » «• 

Pope did not think propeV t5 Ais leN 
ter; nor yet, what is Inore remaffeabfe^ to 
communicate it to his fiiend Swift ; to ^vhOol 
he excu&d himfelf in a letter, lent with 'hU 
Fourth Effay on Man^ and his EpiAle to loi^ 
Cobham. 

«r 

There is a woman’s war, ^ f^s he, de^ 

dared againft me by a ccrtaiirt^ 
pons arc the fame which women and children 
>u(e ; a pin to fcratch, and a fquirt to befpaN 
ter. I writ a fort of anfwer, but was aihamed 
to enter the lifts with him ;*and, after (hew- 
ing it to fome people, fupprefTed it : other- 
wife it was fuch as was worthy of him, and 

worthy of me.** 

^ * 

. He had before given that fr^d an account 
“of this affair, and of his own conduf^i in it^ 
as follows : 

That I am an author, whoft charaflers 
are thought of fome weight, appeal's from the 
great noife and buftle that the coifrt and 
idwn make about roe. I deffre your opiiii^on 

as 
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as tQ lady — — ^sand lord perforaiance. 
They al9 certainly the top wits of the dburt ; 
and you may judge, W that fmgle piece, 
what can be done againl(r me ; for it was la- 
boured, corredied, pre- commended, and paft 
diiapproved ; fo far as to be diibwned by 
thcnifelves,, after each had ^highly cried it up 
.for the other’s. * 

I have mi.'t mith fottte complaints, and have 
heaid at a dillance of Ibnve threats occaHoned 
by my verfes. I fent fair meileges to acquaint 
them where I was to be found in town, and 
*fQ offer to call on them at their houfes to fa- 
tisfy them ; and fo it dropped. It is very 
poor in any one to rail and threaten at a dil« 
lonce, and have nothing to fay to you when 

He knfw well the natnre.hf.hi6 friend, and 
this was ad homit^>i^{ accordingly htf 

receive^', a molV comforciag anfwer, which 
thus : 

*‘‘Give me a (hilling, and I will snfure 
ryou, that pofterityt never know one fingle « 
enemy, excepchrrgi :thofe whofe memory you 
have preferved,” 

After this, he continued writing fatires till 
the year 1739, when he entertained (bme 
thoughts 'Of undertaking an epic poem ; 
which,* however, proved abortive. He has 
told us in the Epilogue the reafon of his lay- 
ing 
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iflg down his pen on thofe fatincal fubjedh; 
and^e gave the true one for laying down his 
moipl eiTays long before to Dr. Swift. 

** T am,** fays he, ** almoft at the end of 
tny morals, as I have been long ago of my wit; 
py fydem is a ihort one, and my circle nar* 
row. Imagination has no limits; that is a. 
fphere in which you may move on to eternity : 
but where one is confined to tiuth, or, to 
fpcak oiore like a human creature, to the a|>- 
pearances of truth, we Toon find the fhortnefs 
of our tether.** 

This was not his cafe as a fatirift ; the tart* 
nefs of that la(h was too liquorifh to be cloy- 
ing. Though he was drawn^^KT^/ cfi£*\^hcrc 
for a while by fome more immediately intcreft- 
ing views, yet we fhall find him returning to 
* it again in a little time, and continning lo 
move in it till death arrefted^his Heps. 

In the interith, feveral of his familiar let- 
ters having flole into the world witjiout^his 
privity, he pubiifhed a genuine coll^ion of 
them in 173^ ; the avowed incident for which 
publication 18 retailed in ’t{|e Preface, and tho 
truth of it reds upon our author's name. 

The ftory is undeniably fomewhac intricate, 
<whi£h caufed a fufpicion that fome Cunning had 
been ufed by Kim ; but we mttfi content oiir- 
folves with another reafon for publifhing thefe 
letters at this time, which confiders thend as a 
part of the defign of his Magnum Opus, or 
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hi$ fiin^y on M^it» Ethic Epiftles^ and Sa* 

tires. 

V 

My opinion is/* ftys D. Warburton, 
that there might be coJled^ed from them the 
bell fyilem whatever was wrote for the conduct 
of human life, at lead to fhame all renfonabie 
men out of their follies and vices ; and^ no 
doubt, the manner in which Mr. Carll got 
polTcffion of fomc otthem, is a flaming in-^ 
itance of the corruption of the age.*’ 

Whatever may be thought of this reafon, it 
is certain the increife of his purfe had no. 
fmail (hare in the motives for ptibli filing 
them. Familiar letters betwixt perfons of 
'^ill always meet with readers ; 
and the reafpn of it is w'cll expie/Ted in thefe 
very letters by lord Bolingbroke, who/ in a 
poflfcript to one of Pope’s to Swift, writes* 
thus : 

** I feek no epillolary fame, but am a good 
deal pleafed to think, that it will be known 
heteafter chat you and I lived in the moft 
friendly intimacy together.— -Pliny,” continaes 
his lordfbip, writ h*is letters for the public t fo 
did ^neca ; fo did Balzac, Voitare, &c. 
Tally did ^ot ; and therefore thefe give os 
more pleafure^ We fee Cato, and firotus, 
and Pompey, fuch as they really were, »ui 
not foch as the gaping multitude of dieitr own 
age Cook diem to' be, or as hillorians and poets 

have 
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9iave feprefented the|ii to as.><-Th«t i^inotW 
pleafire. ‘ ‘ 

*‘il remember to have ften a pcoceflion at 
Aix la'Chapelle, wherein an imager of Charle* 
magne is carried on the (boulders of a man> 
who is hid by the long robe of t^' ii^criaf 
faint. Follow him into the Veftry, you fee the 
bearer flip from under the robe, and life gi- 
gantic figure dwindle into an image of an or- 
dinary fize, and is fet by among other lum- 
ber/' 

His lordfliip^s remark is oadcnlably v^ry 
and unavoidably turns our eyes upon his 
pupil, who is the perfon chiefly conCerfled in 
n. Accordingly, we find, in thefc letters* 
not only that hq had given,inlir«*fomc J;a^yt 5 ies 
in Ills youth, as well as other poets. For that 
he had madcpublic confeffion of long before^; 
but, what was at this time particularly intb*^ 
refting, thefc letters difeover the pecttliftr (ting 
in the name of Sappho, under which ht fati- 
lizes lady Mary Worcley Montagfoe. 

That pretieufe, Mrs. EKzabcth Tbomai^, 
fo called by her keeper Mr. Crooiwdl, bew 
ing entriifted by the l^cr to* pirferve fcvera! 
of our authbi^s letters svhich he bs^'lent ta 
Cromwell, ihr fold them to CorM, Who, drdt 
faid, made ofc oftbem as fo inany'dbGoy^dtfckt 
to draw in others ; and, by that means, the 
furreptttjous edition of our author's letters^ Waa 
'Completed ; fov v^ch reafon our aedior fert: 
•Vox.. XI. G the' 
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the following' rondeau tD/Cromwell> that k 
night be conmunicated to her. 

Yoa know where you did defpife^ 
T’other day, my little eyes. 

Little legs, and little thighs, 

And Ibmething elfe of ^little fize. 

You know where. 

You, ^cts true, have fine black eyes. 
Taper legs, and tempting thighs : 

Yet what more than all we prize 
Is a thing of little fize, 

You know where. 

It was about this time, that, the ill fiate 
of Pope’s health having frequenUy drawn him 
to Bath, he could not long remain there un- 
known to Mr. Allen, a very eminent Quaker 
who refided near that place, and was fo much 
pleafed with ^the Letters of our poet, as to 
feek an opportunity for contracting a friend- 
ihip 'with their author ; the refult of which 
was his acquaintance with Mr. Warburton ; 
whj^ tells os, he had, before the commence- 
jnentt)f this intimac)^, wrote his Commentary 
upon the Art of Cricicifm, as alfo on theEfiay 
on Man. 

The great complaint of that «flay was its 
obfeuiity i which our author had been told of 

by 
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by Ills friend Bean who wrote to him 
thu^upon its firft appearance : 

' I confefs,” f^s that friend, ** in fomc 
few ^places, 1 was forced to read twice. 1 be- 
lieve 1 teid you before what the duke of D— 
faid to me on that occafion ; how a judge here 
who knows you, told him, that, on the firft 
reading thefe efiays, he was much pieafed, but 
found lome lines a little dark ; on the fecond, 
mod of them cleared up, and his pleafiire in- 
creased ; on the third, he had no doubt re* 
maining; ard, that he admired the whole**’ 

Hut their obfeurity was comparatively a (mall 
fault ; the author was alfo charged with having 
laid a plan of deifm* It wv. agMA«tft this ob- 
jt6lor, that Mr. Warburiou iirft entered the 
lifts, in defence of Pope, in thefe Commen- 
taiies; and Mr. Pope, in a letter to him on 
this occafton, acknowledges the obfeurity of 
his piece. 

You have,” fays he, made my fyftem 
as clear a.s I ought to have done, and could 
not : you underftand me as well as 1 do my- 
felf. but you expitft me better than I exprcla 
myftlf.” And, in" a fubfeoaent letter upon 
the fame fubfe^, he goes ftili further : Yen 
underftand my work,” fays he, letter than 
I do myfelf.” 
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Mr. Warburton*8* Commentary being th.it 
approved, the Eilayon Man was re-puhi|ihed 
therewith in 1740. But it appears, from Jhofc 
acknowledgments of Mr. Pope, as ir lorcr Bo- 
lingbroke, who confe/Tedfy furijilhed the mat- 
ter of the EiTay, had put more into our au- 
thor^s head than he was able perfeflly to com- 
prehend. This edition, with tke Comment, 
was tranilatcd into French, by a gentleman 
belonging to Monf. Croniby, an ambaflador. 
Mr, Pope defiled his friend' Warbuf ton to pro- 
cure a good trsiiilation oi the Knay on Man 
into Latin profe, which was begun by a gen- 
fltman of Cambiidge; but a fpecimen which 
vv.is lent to our author nobhappening topleafe 
biin, that dcfign proved abortive. 

It was^b a^ tne inftance of Mr. Warbur- 
ton, that our author added a fourth book to 
the Dunciad ; which was printed feparatcly 
in the year 1 742. 

About the time that Pope acquainted his 
lii ft- mentioned friend with his defign to add 
this book to the three former of the Dunciad, 
they w'cnt together to Oxford, where Mr. Pope 
had the compliment made to him of an offer 
of a dodor’s degree in law ; which he chafing 
to wave, went ' further weft to viftt fome 
friends, leaving his fellow-traveller in the uoi- 
verfity ; who Itaying there a day longer to 
vifit his friend Dr. John Conybeare, dean of 
Chriftchurch, received a meffage that da;^ from 
the vice-chancellor, by a perfon of eminence 
in the univer^tyi with the like compliment, 

to 
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to I(|iow if a do&or’s dcj^ec in divinity woul^ 
be acceptable to him. The offer was enter • 
tainftd iti a very different manner from the for- 
merl to Mr. Pope. | But this latter proved ^ 
meer complimerit, the makers of it being, as 
it Teems, miflaken in imagining, that one 
friend would not chafe to be doftored wiil.oMt 
the other ; fo that, when the congtegation mot 
for the purpofe, the grace paffed in the nega- 
tive. 

This affront was warmly re&ntcd by Mr. 
Warburron : but he had fufficient amend# 
made to him for it by Dr. Thomas Herring, 
archbiuiop of Cariterbury, who conferred that 
degree upon him not long after. 

Jn the next year, this whole poem of th6 
Dunciad came out together, fpccimcn of a 
more corredt edition of his works, which he 
had then relblvcd to give to the public : and 
he made feme progrefs in that dengn, but did 
not live to compleat it. 

In the former cdhion, of 17 Mr. Cib- 
ber being then become laareat, was promoted 
to the throne of DuIInef*> : which indignity ho 
was judged to have merited by a late attack 
upon our author, wherein, among other things^ 
was revealed a ludicrous paffage of his youth- 
ful days to this purpofe : That Mr. Pope wa*? 
decoyed to a brothel by a certain noblemas, 
in company of Cibber ; who there, out of 
pure companion, pulled him off one of the la- 
die*, whom he had mounted, and might have 
done himfclf a mifehief. The llory was told 
G 3 with 
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with humor, and« indeed* was no more ^ao 
a Very appoiite return to a reiiedton cafl 
Cibber feme yeais befoie* in the epiUle to;br. 
Arbuthnot. / 

t 

And hes not Colley fiill his lord and whore ? 

'I'he truth is, there bad been between them 
an irreconcileable quairslof a long Handing, 
which, unluckily for Pope, and with fome 
Jicrlc blomiih to his charaflcr, begun in the 
play-houfe ; and he continued in a Hate of 
warfare with the pla}ers ever after. In the 
II can time, Cibber thiived, procured many 
valuable friends* and at laft obtained the lau* 
rcafs place. 

All this was'^apparently beheld with no 
plcafmg eyes by his antagoniH, who now re- 
folveU to take his full revenge by making him 
the hero of his Dunciad, To this purpole, 
no art that lie cduld devife was left untried 
agnird this hated rival. The farce began 
w.ih an dfl of fettlement upon the thione, 
uirfeh runs thus : 

B Y virtue of the anthority in us veHed» 
by the a£I of fubjefliDg poets to the power of 
a licenfer, we have revifcd this piece ; where« 
finding the ftile and place of king have been 
given to a certain pietended picudo-poet, cr 
phantom, of the^nante of Theobald; and 
apprehending the fame may be deemed, in 
fome fort, a refledUon on znajedy^ or, at lead, 

an 
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an tncroachment on tbat legal authorityi, 
which has bellowed on another perfim the 
cro«|n of poefy : We order the faid pretended 
pfeiVo-poet* or pjiantom* utterly to vanilb 
and aepart out of the work ; and declare the 
faid throne of poefy* from thb inllant* to be 
abdicated and vacant* unlefs duly and lawfully 
fupplied by the laureat bimfelf : and it is here- 
by enaded* that no other perfon prefume to 
£11 the fame.** 

And, left this Ihould not be fufiicient* there 
was pr^xed the following advertSTement : 

** It was expreffedly confeffed* in the Pre- 
face to the lirft edition, that this poem waa 
not publiflied'by the author^^himfdf. Jt was 
printed originally in a foreign country ; and 
what foreign country ? Why, one notorious 
for blunders ; where, finding blanks only in- 
Head of proper names* thole blunderers filled 
them up at their pleafure. The very he roe 
of the poem has been xniftaken^o this hour ; 
fo that we are obliged to open our notes with 
a difeovery who he really was. We learn from 
the former editor, that this piece was prelented 
by the hands of Sir Robert Walpole to king 
George the Second. Now the anchor direlftl/ 
tells us* his heroe is the man 


• -.-.i wha brings 

The Smirhfield mules to. the ears of kings* 

G 4 And 
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^n|4 It is notorious, to whom this prince /;on- 
ii^jred the honour of Uorrat.'^ 

To^tbefe joaofe attempu to fix the intei ded 
infamy upon Cibber, there was added another 
in the fcriogs way» in the edition of 1743* 
by Mr. Warburton ; who tells us, he had 
long had a defign of giving fome fort of notes 
on the work of this poet, before he had any 
acquaintance with him. He thought fome 
were wanting of a more ferious kind, 

“ I had lately,” continues he, “ the plea- 
fure of paffing fome mTonths w'ith the author 
in the country, where I prevailed upon him to 
do what he had long defigned, and favour me 
with an explanation of feveral paflages in his 
works. It happened, juil at this juwfture, 
that there was pqblilhed a ridiculous book 
againft him full of pcrfonal refle£Uons, which 
furnilhed him with a lucky opportunity of im- 
t: roving tips j>ocm, by giving it the only thing 
it wamcdi confiderablc heroe, Irte 

was always feniible of its «iefc£l in that parti- 
cular, and cnly^let the piece pafs with the 
it had, purdy, for want of a better ; not 
^iitirtainiAg jthtt leaii c^e^ation, that fuch a 
one was re|c^v^d foi; this pod as had obtained, 
tfie laureat. Ke^ could no longer deny this 
juftice. And yet I (hall venture to fay, there 
was another iQOtive which had dill more 
:weight author ^ this perfon* who, 

from 
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frotJi every folly, not to fay vice, of which 
nnotlier wpiild be afhamed, has conltantiy de- 
li vcji a vanity, and therefore was the man iii 
thelvorld who woujd leafl be hurt by ii/’ 

All this while the general cry ran in favour 
of Colley, and this laft effbrt)on Pope’s fide 
was fo far from having the defired effect, that 
it was turned againfi him* and conllrued to 
pi oceed from a confeioufnefs of his newly- 
dubbed heioe’s fuperiority in the Ikirmifii ; it 
being obfcrvablc, that, in thefe pen-wars, 
contrary to thoie of the /word, Ke that keepa 
the field, i e, has the laft woi^, has generally 
the word of u, ' . J 

1'he truth is, . Clbbcr, in his pamphlet, 
piomiful to keep Ins temptiT and did fo ; by 
which me 4ns onr author was deprived of his 
ufual weapons of advantage* and die lauicat 
got roni<T reputation by his performance ; 
which confequently Mr. Po^ mull have loft. 

I'hus it happened, that he was a little un- 
lock v in the choice of both the heroes to the 
Duneijd. 

. I n edition of Shakefpear proved no better 
than a foil to fet off the fupericriiy of Theo- 
luld’s • and Cibber bore away the palm from- 
him in the drama. Wc have account of two 
attempts of Pope’s, os^ in each of the two 
brarches of this fpccies of poetry, and both 
urrfuccefsful. 

He bad all his life been futgeO to an habi- 
tual head-ach, and that hcrcditaiy complaint 
S as 
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was now greatly increased by a dropfy in 
breaft, under which he expired on the thirti- 
eth of May, 1744 > in the iifty-fixth ycarf of 
his age. f ^ 

His body was depofitedf purfaant to 'his 
own requeft, in the fame vanh with thofe of 
his parents, to whofe memory he had ereded 
a monument with an infcription written by 
himielf. It is as follows, but in capital cha- 
raders. 


D. O. M. 

Alexandro Pope, viro innocuo, probo, pio ; 

Qtti vkit an. 75. ob. 1717. 

Et Edithse conjugi, inculpabili, pientifSnise; 

Qasc vixit annos 93. ob. 1733* 
ParentlHbs bene merentibus 
Filius fecit. 

Et fibi. Obiit an. 1744* ^astatis 96. 

This lafi line was added after his death, in 
purfuance to his will ; the reft was done on 
the death of his parents.' 

Not long before his death he made his 
Will ; in which he conflituted Mife Blount 
his ^amentar^-heir during her life ; and, 
among other legacies, he bequeathed to Dr. 
Warburton the property of fuch of his works 
already printed, as he had written, or ihould 
write. Commentaries upon, and had not been 
otherwife difpofcd of, or alienated ; with this 
condition, that they ^te publifhed without 
future. 


After 



ALEXANDER POPE. 131 

4fter -he had made his Wiil^ he wrote ,thia 
legatee a letter; in which, having informed 
him of his legacy, he fays, 

own the la^ encroachments upon my 
conllitucioh make me willing to fee the end of 
ail further care about me or my works«^ I 
would red for the one, in a full refignation 
of my being to be difpofed of by the Father 
of all Mercies ; and, for the other, though, 
indeed, a trifle, yet a trifle may be fotne ex« 
an pie, I would commit them to the candour 
of a fenflble and reflefling judge, rather than 
to the malice of every Ihort* lighted and male* 
volent critic, or inadvertent and cenforioua 
reader ; and no head can fet them in fo clear 
alight, or fo well turn theh^bell fide to the 
day, as your own.” 

In difeharge of this truft, that gentleman 
gave acompleat edition, in*i 75 i, of all Mr. 
Pope’s works, executed in fuch a manner as^ 
he was perfuaded, would have been to the an . 
thor’s fatisfadlion. 

The elegance of this edition is very com«» 
mendable, and it is not to be doubted, but 
that the author’s deflgu, as to the colledion, 
is faithfully obferved, as far as it. could be 
done. How far the editor’s privilege in writ- 
ing notes extended, is only known to himfclf. 
Several inferted in the firft edition, were left 
out in the fecond ; but Jiill feveral were reiaito«» 
cd, which conta'n levere, not to fay, ilbnatur- 
G 6 ed, 
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td, riE:fltr£):ian5» upon the author’s dearcd friends 
Thefe have not efcaped cenfore. 

’I'is faid, that allowing the remarks to .be 
juft, yet the inferting them in his works njjft 
either be an injury to his wifj» or leave his 
ral chara£ltcr indcfenfible. One of thcfe gives 
room to fufpe^l this laft to be the cafe with re- 
gard to thefe friends. 

In the 84tb letter of the 9th volume, Mr. 
Pope expreffes himfelf to that old friend, Dean 
Swift| thus : 

You a<k me if I have got any fupply of 
new friends to make up for them that are 
gone ; I think that iinpofTible : but as, when 
the continual waihing of a river takes away 
our Bowers and «plam5, it throws weeds and 
fedges in their room ; fo the courfe of tiirc 
brings us fomething, as it deprives us of a 
great deal rand, inftead of leaving us what 
we cultivated, and expe£led to Bourifii and 
adorn us, gives us only what is of fome little 
by accident. Thus I have acquiied— But 
^ 1 had my heart hardened, and blunt to new 
impreifions. Adieu, 1 can fay no more, 1 feel 
lb tottch.” 

To the word, room we fee the following 
note: 

There are feme firokes in this lettc’^ 
which can no otherw^ be accounted for, than 
by the author’s extreme compaffioa and ten- 

dernefs 
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deriefs of heart, too much affeded by the 
complaints of a peevifh old man, labouring 
and impatient under hit iniirmiuea, and too 
intjnt on the friendly office of mollyfying 
thtln.” < 

The editor, we fee, attributes thefc expref^ 
Sons of the author’s love to an extremity of 
companion, that is to weaknefs ; but it is a 
very pardonable one, as long as we don’t know 
them to be inconibnant to fome other warm 
expreffions of love to any of his new friends, 
which may well be fuppofed to be the cafe at 
the time of his writing this letter, that is, be^ 
lore he knw Dr. War burton, or wrote thofe 
letters to him that are printed in this volume ; 
wherein, if the expreffions»are fincere, it can- 
not be denied that our author had changed 
his heart a little iince the time of his writing 
the letter here cited to Dean Swift. Be that 
as it will ; Lord Orrery«very jvftly diHiked 
the continual complimenting turn of theft 
letters ; and thofe that have Been fince added 
by Mr. Warbnrton, will give him no reafon tq 
like then better on that account. 

In 174^, there was publiihed a treatife by 
lord Bolingbroke, with a preface, wherein 
Mr. Pope’s condufl, with regard to that 
piece, was reprefented as a moft inexcufable 
aft of treachery to his friend. It was entitled 
An Advertifement, and was drawn up in thefe 
terms; 


The 
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The following papers were written fcve- 
ral vears ago» at the requefi, and for the r^e» 
ol iome particular friends, without the deijgn 
of ever making them pdblic. How tiey 
came to be made fo, at this time, it may be 
proper to give an account. 

** The original draughts were entrulled to 
a man on whom the author thought he might 
entirely depend after he had exadled from 
Bim, and taken, his promife, that they (hould 
never go into any hands except thofe of five or 
fix friends who were named to him. In this 
confidence the author refted Securely for fome 
years ; and, though he was not without 
fufpicion, that they had been communicated 
to more perfons thp.n he intended they (hould 
be, yet he was kept, by repeated affurances, 
even from furpedling that any copies bad come 
into hands unknown to him. But this man 
was no ibonqr dead,«than he received informa* 
tion, that an entire edition of one 'tboufand 
five hundred copies of thefe papers bad been 
printed ; that this very man had correded the 
prefs, and that he had left them in the hands 
of the printer to be kept with great fccrecy 
till further orders. The honed printer kept 
his word with him better than he kept his 
word with his friend ; ip that the whole edi- 
tion came at laft into the hands of the author, 
except fome few copies which this perfon had 
taken out of the heap and carried away. By 
thefe copies it appaared, that the man who 
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hadfbeen guilty of this breach of truH, had 
taken upon him further to divide the fubje^, 
and to dter and omit paiTages aecording to 
theifaggeftlon of his own fancy* 

*1 What aggravates this proceeding* is^ 
that the author had told him. on feveral oc- 
cafions. among other reafons. why he would 
not confent to the publication of thefe papers, 
was. That they bad been wrote in too much 
haiie and hurry for the public eye* though 
they might be trufted to a few particular 
friends; he added, more than once; that 
tome things required to be fofcened ; others* 
perhaps, to be (Irengthened ; and |he whole* 
mod certainly, to be correQed ; even if they 
were to remain, as he then imagined w they 
would* in the hands of a foiv friends only/* ^ 

The main particulars t>f this fa£l were too 
notorious to be denied : but^Mr. Warburton 
entered heartily, with great zeal, into his 
friend’s vindication; ana endeavoured even tp 
throw the greateft part of the infamy, that 
neceflarily Ituck to mch a piece of treachery* 
upon that noble lord ; and by that means 
drew part of .the relentment doe to Mr. Pope 
upon himfelf, in an anfwer which was pub** 
liihed with this title : ** To the moft impudent 
Man alive.” 

A flip of the like kind with this of our au- 
thor* in refpeft to his friend lord B*— ** was 
made by hu freed Dean Swift in regard to 
himftif.* 


« They 
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, •« They have printed,** fays he, in Ire^- 
land, my letters to Dr. Swift ; and, which is 
the ilrongell circumRance, by his own conlpfit 
and diredlion, without acqiiainting me til t it 
was done.** 

Thus he writes to Dr. Warborton ; to 
which that friend notes. That this was the 
ftron^eR refentmcnt he [Pope] ever expreifed 
of this indilcrction of his old friend ; as be- 
ing petfuaded that it proceeded from no i't 
will to him, though it expofed him to the ill 
will of others: --and it therefoic is to be 
hoped, that a like iadulgence will be exerted 
in attaining an excufe for this proceeding of 
oui', author; merei efpeclally fince Warbuiton 
allures us. That, 

, To have been one of the beft pce's in the 
world was but Pope’s fecond praife ; he 
was in a higher clafs ; be was one of the no- 
noblcll works of God, he was An HoocR 
Man.*' 

And lord Orrery ob&rvcs, That, 

• If we may judge of him by his works» 
his chief pirn was to be edeemed a man of 
virtue. His letters are^ritten in that llyle, 
his lad volumes are all of the moral kind ; 
be has avoided triflm, and confequently has 
efcaped a rock, wiuch has proved very infu*- 

rious 
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riots to Dr. Swift's reputation. He has given, 
his imagination full icopc, and yet has prc- 
feryed a perpetual guard upon his conduit. 
Tlw conftitution 0^ his body and mind might 
veany incline him to the habits of caution and 
refcrve. The treatment which he met with 
afterwards, from an innumerable tribe of ad- 
verfaries, confirmed this habit, and made him 
flower than the dean in pronouncing his judg- 
ment upon perions ‘and things. His profe 
writings are little lefs harmonious than hi^ 
verfe : and his voice, in common converfation* 
was fo naturally mofical, that I remember 
Honeft Tom Southern ufed to call him The 
Little Nightingale. His manners were cafy, 
delicate, and engaging ; and he treated his 
ft^ieods with a politenels chat charmed, and a 
generofity that was much to his honoul*. Everp 
guefl: was made happy within, his door8,'^plea« 
fure dwelt under his roof, and elegance pre-^ 
flded at his table,’* 


T H 1 
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gefiiSn. concerning the i}]egiti|»acy of his 
birth, ts very falfe. Sir Wijtffam Temple was 
enllpli^ed.as'a miniiler Trom the ]^car 
J605 to thi year 1670; jb that Dr, Swift’s 
motner, who never mlfed t!he lea', except from 
England to Ireland, was out of all poffibility 
of A perfonal correfjpondence with Sir William 
lemple, till fome years after her Ton’s biith. 
As the greateft part of the doftor’s father’s 
income periihed with faifOi the care, tuition, 
and expence of his children, devolved upon 
his elder brother, Mr; Godwin Swift, who vo- 
luntarily became cheii^ guardian, and fappUed 
the lofs which they bad fiiftained io a father, 
Tbe infancy of Dr. Swift pai&a on without 
any marks of difiinftion, At fix yehrs old he 
went to ickool at Kilkenny, iod about <^ht 
years afterwards was ente^d a ftvfdcnt of Tri* 
njty*college in Dublin ; be lived in 

perfeft legolarity, and underwent an entire 
obedience to the ftatates : but the morofenefi 
of his temper often rendered him unaccepta- 
ble CO his companions s fo '^that he was little 
regarded, left beloved ^ Opr were the a&« 
demical axercifes agre'loblf ; tO ^ia geutotis. 

He held logic and metapliyfics in the utiUoft 
con tempt, and he fcarce cdhOdeied mathema- 
tior'^rnritatQral philofophy» udleii to turn 
into ridicule. , ' ' 

The (ladies be chiefly flowed wefe hiiftory 
and poetry, in which he made no great pro- 
greft ; but to all other branches of fcience he 
bad given fo very little application, chat when 

* he 
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appeared as a candidate for bachelor of ar^j be 
^as (bi aflcle on account rf infufficiency ; and 
even he obtained his admiillon, fpeciali gratia^ 
s phiafe which, in that univerfity carries with 
it the ntnioft marks ofifproacn. Swife was 
fell of i dignation at the treatment he had rc^ 
etived in Ireland, and theietbie rcfolvcd to 
puifuc hi'. Audies at Oxford# However, that 
he njight be admitted ad eundcin, he was 
obliged to cairy with him the teAimoniiim of 
his degree. The cxpreiTion fpeciali giatia is 
fo peculiar to the univerfity of Dublin, that, 
ulun Mr. Swift exhibited his teilinionial at 
C^^ord, the members of the EngliH' univer- 
fity concluded, that the words fpecialu giatia 
muit fignify a degree conferred in leward of 
cvtiaordinaiy diligence and learning. He waa 
in^mcdietely admitted ad eundum, and enteicd 
himfcif of Hart-haH, now liartford- college, 
where he confiantly refided (fomc vifits to hb 
mother at Lcicefier, and to fir 'William Tem- 
ple at Moore paik, e.\cepted) till he took his 
degree of maficr of arts, which was in the 
)oeri 09 i. 

‘ The reader may be curious to krfbw in what 
manner Mr. Swift ftfbfified, or by what chan- 
nel the fprings of his icvenuc were fupplied» 
at a time when both kingdoms, butf 
ly Ireland, were in fuch great confufion. 

The leader will alfo tremble for him, when 
he is told, that in the year of the revolution 
his uncle Mr. Godwin Swift had fallen into 
a kind of lethargy, which deprived him by 

d^eob, 
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degi^s, of his fpeoch «nd memary, and ren- 
dered him totally incapable of being of the 
leall fervice to his family. 

But in the midfl; of tills diftielTed fitilation. 
Sir '^J^illiam Temple (whofe lady was related 
to Dr. Swift’s mother) moft generoufly Hepped 
in to his aiUHance, and avowedly fupported 
his education at the univerAty of Oxford. Sir 
William Temple’s friendlhip was immediately 
conHrued to proceed from a conicioufnefs that 
he was the real father. 

It ought not to be here omitted, that another 
of his father’s brothers, Mr. William Swiff, 
alfilled him when at Oxford, by repeated adls 
of friendlhip and aiFedicn. 

Swift, as foon as he had quitted the 
wniverAty of Oxford, lived*wiih Sir William 
Temple, as his friend and domcllic compa- 
nion. W’hcn he had been about two years 
with Sir William, he contrafled a very long 
and dangerous iUnefsj by e&ting an immode- 
rate quantity of fruit. 

To this forfeit he has often been heard to 
aferibe that giddinefs in his head, which, with 
intermiAlod^, fometimes of a longer and feme- 
times of a ihorrer continuance, purfoed him, 
till it feemed to complete its conqueil, by ren« ^ 
the exadt image of one of his old 
Swuldbruggs, a mifcrablc fpeflacle, devoid of 
“^^ery appearance of human natjare, except the 
outward form. 

In compliance to his phyAcians, when he 
was fuffieiently recovered to travel, he 
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to Ireland to tty the efiefks of his native^, air : 
and found ib much benefit by the journey* 
that in compliance to his own inclination* he 
ibon returned into England, and was again re- 
ceived in a moll alFe£lio[^atc manner* b^ Sir 
William Temple, who had now left Moore- 
park, and was fettled at Shene, where he was 
often viiited by king William. 

Here Swift had frequent converfations with 
that prince, in fome of w^hich the king ofiered 
to make him a captain of horfe : which offer 
in fplenetic difpolitions he always leemed forty 
to have refafed ; but at that time he had re- 
folved within his own mind to take orders* 
and during his whole life* his refoluttons once 
iixed, wherever after imtnoveable. Thus de- 
termined* he weiu over to Ireland, and inlifl- 
tJ himfelf under the banner of the church. 

He was recommended by Sir William Tem- 
ple to lord Capel, then lord Deputy, who gave 
him a prebend, of which the income was 
about lool. a year. Swift foon grew weary 
of his preferment ; it was not fufficiently con- 
fiderable, and was at fo great a dillance from 
the metropolis, that it abfolutely deprived him 
of that converlation and fociety, in which he 
delighted. 

lie had been ufed to very dif]%rf^t_.^vjencs 
in England, and had naturally an averlion^io 
(blltude and retir^ent. He was glad there- 
fore to refign his prebend in favour of a friend, 
and to return to Shene* where he lived as 
ufual till the death of Sir William Temple, 

wha 
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wh(|l>«fi4cs a legacy in moneys left to him the 
care and .iruft of publlibing his pofl-homous 
works, , , 

During;SWift*s refidence with Sir William 
Temple, beca^ne intimately acquainted 
witll a lady, whom he had diflinguilhed, and 
often celebrated under the name of Stella, 
Swift married her, but notwithftauding, (he 
was a mod accomplilhed woman, he could 
never be prevailed on to own ^ her openly as 
his wife, although after her death, (which 
happened in 1727) he could never hear her 
mentioned without a (igh. 

Upon the death of Sir William Temple, 
Swift came to London, and took the earlied 
opportunity of delivering a petition to king 
Wiliam, under the claim of a promife made 
by his majedy to Sir William Temple, *« that 
** Mr, Swift (liould have the Ard vacancy that 
happened among the prebends of Wedmin- 
“ der or Canterbury.” Tljc petition had no 
efFe^. It was either tot.illy forgotten, or 
drowned amidd the clamour of more urgent 
claims. 

After a long and fruitlefs attendance at 
Whitehall, Mr, Swift reluflantly gave up all 
thoughts of a fettlement in England. 

Miu&^ft had dedicated Sir William Tem- 
pi’s works to the king, which dedication was 
^%gle£ted, nor did hi$' majedy take the lead 
notice of him after Sir William’s death. 
Honour or rather pride, hindered him from 
daying long in a date of fervtiity and con- 
tempt 
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tempt. He therefore complied with an itwhd;* 
tion from the earl of Berkley, appointed one 
of the lords juftices in Ireland, to attend him 
aa his chaplain and private ircretary. Lord 
Berkeley landed at Watenford, and Mr. Swift 
aflcd as fecrctary during the whole journey 
to Dublin. But pne Bulh,- another of lord 
Beikeley’s attendants, had by 'th?^ time iniinu- 
atcd himlelf into the earl’s favour, and by 
his wifperings, which were perhaps too atten- 
tively liftened c'.>, had rerfuaded his lordlhip 
that the poll farew.'uv Vt s improper for a 
clergyman, to whv»ut o .|v ciitr* ti preferments 
could be fuitable o* . ' \t cr fomc 

flight apology, Mr Svvirt vvns dived jd of his 
office, which was givcii Pulh. 

This treatment was rhoo^ht injurious, and 
Swift cxprelTed his fenh*>:iitv' cf r, in a Ihort,. 
but fatirical copy of verfes. eiu.tkd, The pll- 
covery. However, daring ihe ^Tovermicnt of 
the carls of Berkeley and GpI'Any, who were 
jointly lords jafliccs of Irelai.J, two livings, 
Laracor and Rathbeggan, weie bellowed upon 
Mr, Swjft, both thefe re^ories ogether, were 
worth about two hondred and flxty pounds ja. 
-year, and were the only church prje^rments he 
enjoyed, dll ,he was appointed dean of St. Pa- 
trick’s, in the year 1713. 

After Mr. Swift had taken poin-iHon of 
livings, he went to reflde at Laraurf, and 
publick notice to his parifhioucts. that he 
would read prayers once every Wcdi t^fday and 
Friday. Upon the fabfequcnt Wedneiday *the 

bell 
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belUwas rang» and the reftor attended in hit 
defk, when after having fat fome ant 
finding the congregation to confift only of 
himfeU* and his clerk Roger* he be^n with 
grc^ compofure anj gravity, bat wiHi a turn 
peculiar to himfelf, “ D< arly beloved Rogcr» 
“ the fcripturc moveth yon and me iu fu idry 
“ places,” aud ipcoceedcd regularly through 
the whole fervlc^r. This trifling urcuinflance 
is only mentioned to fltew, that he tould not 
reflfl a vein of humour v\hcncvci he had an 
opportunity of exerting it. 

During his inoclurs life, who refided at 
Leicefler, he icarce ever failed her aft 

annual vifn. But his manner ol travelling 
was as Angular as any other of his riAions* He 
often went in a waggon, bcjai more frequently 
walked from Holyhead to Lciccrtcr, Lcndon» 
or ^ny other part of England. Me generally 
chofe to dine with waggoners, hofllers, See, and 
ulld to lay in houfes where be found written 
over the door, lodgings for a penny. He de- 
lighted in fcencs of low life, and the vulgar 
dialedl was not only a fund of humour for 
him, bat in all piobalAlity aicceptable to hit 
nature, otherwife how are the marry fl'thy ideas 
and indelicate expreflions that are found 
his works to be accounted for. 
fin the year 1 70 1> Swift took his dodor’s 
degree, and towards the lattsr end of that year 
kin^ William died. 

On the acceflion of queen Anne» Dr. Swift 
came into England. It cannot be demed> that 
VoL. XI. H tk» 
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the chief minifters of that qaecxi, whethcs'dif- 
tinguiflied under the titles of whigs or tones, 
of high church or of low chuich, were from 
tl% beginning to the end of her rogn, cn- 
encounigeri) of learning, ai^d patrons ot ifarn- 
cd men. 

The will of that aera were numerous and 
eminent, Ainidll the cioud, yet fuperior to 
the reil a[^eircd Dr. Swift. In a mixture of 
thefc two jirring animals, called whig and 
fory, ccnfilled the Htll miniftry of queen Anne, 
but the greater (hare of the adminiftiation 
vas committed to the wings, who foon en* 
grofled the whole; keeping their fovereign 
captive within their own walls. 

The queen, whofc heart was naturally en- 
flmed tov.aids the* tories, remained an unwill- 
ing pnioner fevcral years to the wigs, till Mr. 
Harley at length delivered her, and during 
tl e lemaindei of her life, fui rounded and de- 
fended with a n^w fet of troops under the 
duke of Ormond. 

Dr. Swift was knowm to the great men t)f 
each denomination ; it is certain that he was 
bred up, and I^iKatcd with wigs ; at lesdl 
with fuch as may be found ranged under that 
title. His motives for quitting whiggifm for 
toryifm, appear throughout his woHrt7^*% 

No metamonphofes can produce a para^gjL^ 
equal to the change that aj)pears in the fame 
man, when from a patriot he becomes a 
courtier, yet it may. be aflerted, and will re* 
'dound to the honour of Dr. Swift, that when 

he 
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be rofe into the conMcnce and ^ftcem of thofe 
great men, who fat at the helm of af?inrs dur- 
ing the lafl: years of ^ueen Anne’s rdgn, he 
fcarce ever loft himfelf^ or grew giddy by ful- 
ncf:^of j>ower, or |che exalted fiacion'of fre- 
quently appearing in the confidence and fa- 
vour of the firft minifter, he may have been 
carried away by paffion, or may have erred in 
judgment, hut he was always upright in his 
intentions 

There is fcaice any material ciiciimft'»ncc 
to be found relating to his life from ihr* year 
1707, till th'' change of the minillry in ih? 
yr.'i 1710, during which interval, he worked 
hrrJ ti iindormine the whigs, and to open a. 
wij f -r the toiie^ to the queen. His intim 
with loid OvIotJ commented, as may be de- 
cbKcd from his \yorks, in Odober 1709. In a 
poem written in 1713, he fays, 


’Tis (let me fee) three ycais and more 
(October next v/ili inaivC it four) 
Since Harley bid me firil attend, 

And chofe me ior an humble friend. 


And again in another poem written in this 
fame year, 

JjWWrlf^riould carry on the jeft, 

A:nd down to Windsor take his gneft. 

Swift much admires the place anJ ^ir 
And longs to be a canon there. 

A canon I that’s a place too mean, 

Nd; doftor, you (hali be a deaa. 

Hz By 
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'By this laft quotation, and by numb<;rlefs 
other inltances in his works, it fcems undenia* 
ble, that a fettlcmcnt in England was the con* 
ilant objc<El of Dr. Swift’s ambition ; fo that 
his promotion to a dcarery in Ii eland was 
rather a difappointment than a reward, as ap- 
pears in many ejrpreiTions in his letters to Mr, 
Gay and Mr. Pope. 

In the year the charadlcr of Dr. Swift 
'US an author, was pcrfe£l]y e(lab)i(hed, and as 
Homer lays of Ulyfles : he could appear a 
beggar among beggars, and a king among 
kings. 

Fiom the year 17 10, to the latell period of 
queen Anne, we find him fighting on the fide 
ol the miniflers, and maintaining their caufe 
in phamphlcts, poems and weekly papers. A 
man always appears of more confequence to 
himfelf, than he is in reality to any other per- 
ion. Such was the cafe of Dr. Swift. He favv 
himfelf indulged ‘*by the fmiles of the earl of 
Oxford in particular, and knew how ufefal he 
was to the adminiftration in genecal, and in 
one of his letters he mentions, that the place 
of hifioriographer was preferved for him ; 
but there is reafoil ^0 fufped, that he flattered 
himfelf too highly ; at Icaft it is very evident, 
that he remained without preferiRb^vIil the 
year 1713, when he was made dean of St. 
Fauick’s. In point of power and revenue, 
fii|h a deanery might appear no inconiidera- 
ble promotion ; but to an ambitious mind, 
whofe perpetual aim was a fettlement in Eng- 
land 



i JO'NATH^AN SWIFT 14^ 

a dignity in any other kingdom mufl 
appear only an honourable and profitable ba- 
ni&ment. 

There is great rcafon to imagine, that the 
ternjer of Swift m^ight Occafion his Engliih 
friends to wifh hin* happily and properly pro- 
moted at a dilhince. His fpirit was ever un^ 
traftable, the motions of. his genius irregular. 
He alTumed m^re the airs of a patron than a 
friend. He affeded rather to dilate than ad- 
vife. He was elated with the appearance of 
enjoying m-nideiial confidence. He enjoyed 
tnc fhadow : the fubfiance^ was detained from 
lam. 

Hefleflionsof this kind will account for his 
mining an Enghih biiboprick, a difappoint* 
inent which he imagined 1^ owed to a joint 
application made againil him to the queen by * 
l 3 r. Sharp, then arclibifhop of York, and by a 
lady of the highcil rank and chara^er. 

Archbiihop Sharp, according to Dr. Swift's 
account, had reprefented him to the queen, as 
a perfon who wa^ not aChsiAian; the gi cat 
lady had fupported the afperfion ; and tht 
queen upon fuch alTurances, had given away 
the hilboprick contrary tp her firft inientioub. 
Swift kept bimfelf indeed within fome tolerai 
when he fpoke of the queen : but 
his indignation knew no limits, when he 
mootioned the archbiihop or the lady. 

Dr. Swift had little reaion to rejoice in the 
land where his lot had fallen : for upolh his 
ardval in Ireland to take poflefiion of his 
H j deanery. 
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dcnncry, he found the violence of 
loigiuiig in thac kingdom to the higeft degree* 
'I he common people weie taught to look upoa 
nim as a jacobite, and they proceeded fo far in 
their deteilations as to throw iloncs at him as 
he pafTed through the flreets* 

'Ihc chapter of St. Patrick’s like the reft of 
the kingdom, leccived him with great rtluc- 
t*ii ce. Tlicy thwi^rred him in every particular 
he propofed. He was avoided as a peftilence, 
opposed at an invader, and marked out as an 
enemy to his coumtry. Such was his iirft re^« 
ception as dean of Sl< Pauiik’s* Fewer talents 
<Mid lefs hrmnefs, mull have yielded to fuch 
violent oppolition. 

But fo ttrange are the revolutions of this 
vM>ild, tJiat Swift, who was now the detef* 
'tati n of the Iri(h rabble, lived to govern ihenn 
vnuh an abfolote fway. • 

Tlie dean’s firft ftep was to reduce to reafon 
and obedience, his leverend brethren of the 
chapter of St. Patrick’s in which he fucceeded 
fo* well, and fo fpeedy, that in a fttorc time 
after his arrival, not one member of that body 
ofiered to contradict him, even in triftes. * On 
the contrary, they held him in the higheft v«« 
Iteration. 

Di . Swift mado no longer ftay » Trefand, 
in the year 1713, than was requifite to efta- 
bUfti himfelf a dean, and to pafs through cer- 
tain cuftoms, and formalities, or to ufe his own 
words. 
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Through all vcxarions, * 

Patents, inlhlments. abjurations, 
pii tl-fruits, and tenths, and ^chapter- treats. 
Dues, payments, fees, demands, and — ‘cheats, 

during t'^G liiTi^ of rhefc cc*re monies he 
kept a conllint concrpcndence with hi rner^ls 
ill England: all cr vvhum v.cre cruine. t, in 
either birth, Nation or abilities. 

In the beginning of the year 1714, Dr, 
Ssvift returned to England. He lour'd Iiis 
great friends at the helm, much dituniceu a* 
inong themfelves. He law the queen deebn- 
ing in hei health, ai.d d'flrcflcd in her iitua- 
ijoii, I’he part v^hich he had to ait upon this 
occaiion, was not To difiicult as it was dT- 
agreeable ; he exerted all^ his fkill to reunite 
the niinideis. 

As foon as Swift found his pains frnitlels, 
he retired to a friend^s houfe in Berkihire, 
wlHf'-e he remained tUi the queen's death, sh 
event which, fixed the period of his views ia 
England, and made him. return a» faff as pofh" 
ble to his deanery in Ireland, loaded with 
grief and difcontcnt. 

From the year irr.;, rill he ?pp eared in 
1720, as a champion tor Ireland aeainll Wood’s 
balfpencQ^ h’s fpirit of poliucs and patriotiOin, 
was kept clofcly connned within his own brealh 
His attendance upon the public icrvic<* of the 
church was regular and uninterrupted: and, 
indeed regularity was peculiar to him in all hi& 
actions, even ta the rood trilling* 

H 4 His 
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His works^ f^om thej'car 1714, to the 
1720, are few in number, and of fmall impor- 
tance, Poems to Stella, and trifles to Dr. She- 
ridao All up a great part of that period. 

Jn the year 1720, he began to reafume the 
ebaradter of a political writer. A fmall pam- 
phlet in defence of the Irifli manufad^ories 
was fiipp^fed to be his Arfl efi’ay in Ireland in 
that kii.d of writing : and to that phamphet, 
iic owed the turn of the popluar tide in his 
iavour. 

Dr. Swift’s fayings of wk, and humour had 
been handed about, and repeated from time to 
.fiine among the people. They were adapted 
to the underilanding, and pleafed the imagina- 
tion, of the vulgar ; and he was now looked 
on in a new light, and diflinguifhed by thf 
title of the dean. 

The pamphlet, propofin^ the univerfal u(f 
«f the Inflj mani^adlure within the kingdom, 
i^ad captivated all hearts. Some little pieces of 
po< try to the fame purpefe, were no lefs ac- 
ceptable and engaging, nor was the dean’s 
attachment to the true intcrefl of Ireland any 
longer doubted. His patrioiifni was a& mini- 
left as his wit j he was looked upon with pVa- 
fure and refpe£tcd ns he pafled t!irouj;h the 
flrects ; and had attained to fohigf^a degree 
•f popularity, as to become the arbuiator in 
difpiucs among his neighbours. 

But the popular aflcflion which the dean 
had hithcito acquired, may be faid not to have 
been univerfal^ till the publication of the 
. ; prapier’s 
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Dr| pier's Letters* which made all ranks and 
profeffions univerfal in hU appiaufe. Tne oc- 
cajSon of thofe letters it too well known to* 
need any place here. 

A: the lound of the Drapier’s trumpet a vaft 
fpiAt arofe amongtthe people of all ranks and 
dtnominaiion. The papid, the fanatic, the 
whip and the tory, all lilled themfch’cs under 
the banner of the Drapicr. 

Never was any came bellowed with more 
univerlal appiobation, than the patve of (h« 
Drapicr was bellowed upon the dean, \\ho had 
0'^ fooner ailumed it, than he became the ido! 
of L eland, even to a degree of dcvoiion, and 
bumpers vveis poured lorth to the Drapior, as 
la!ge ,nd as fiequcnt as to the gloiious and 
iir.iKorCul memory ol king William III, Ac- 
clamtuo'r a*'d vovVi for hts profperity attend- 
ed him .viieicver he went, and his effigies was 
pa.raed in eve.y flreet in Dublin. 

The dean was conlultcd^ fn all points relat- 
ing;; to domelHc policy in general, and to th« 
trade of 1 < eland in particular^ but he was 
more immediately looked on as the legiflaio'- 
of the weavers, who freque.itly came to him 
111 a body, to receive his advice in fcicling the 
rates of their manufaclures, and the wages oi 
their journeymen. 

When ele£lions w'ere depending for the city 
of Dublin, many corporations refufed to de-» 
dare ihemfclves, till they had confullcd his 
fcaumenis and incliuationb. 
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We have now condofted the dean tliroi^gh 
the moil intereding circumiUnces of his life to 
the fatal period wherein he wa$ utterly de- 
prived of his reafon, a lofs which he often 
feemed to forelee, and prophetically lamented 
to his fiiends. The total cdeprivation of* his 
fen fes came upon him by degree^. 

Jn the year 17 36* he was feized with a 
violent fit of giddinefs, he was at that time 
writing a fatirical poem, called, The Legion 
Club ; but he found the of his giddi- 

nefs lb dreadful that he left the poem un- 
hnilhcd, and never afterwards attempted a 
conipofition of any length, either in verfe 
or profe : ho*.tcver, his converfation ftiil 
remained the fame, lively and leverc ; but hi$ 
mcmoiy gradually grew worlc and worfe, and 
as that decrcafed, ht grew every day more fret** 
fill and impatient. 

Fioni the year 1739, to the year 1744, his 
paffions grew fo violent and ungovernable, his 
memory became lo decayed, and his reafon fo 
depraved, that the utmoft precautions were 
taken to prevent all llrangcrs from approach- 
ing him : for till then, he had not appealed 
totally incapable of converfation ; early in the 
year 1742, the fmall remains of his underlland- 
iiig became entirely confufed, and the violence 
of his increafed nbfolutely to k degree of 
madskefs. In this miferable date, he Teemed 
to be appointed as a proper inhabitant of his 
own hofpital . efpeciaDy as from an outrage- 
•txi lunatic, he funk into a quiet, fpeeclilefs 

idiot ; 
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iJlm ; and dragged out the remainder of his 
hfe in that helplcfs lituation. He died to- 
wards the latter end of Oflober 1745. 

The manner of his death was eafy without 
the leatl pang or convulfion ; even the ratlhng 
ii) throat ivas^carce fe^Hcieot to give any 
aiaim to his attendants till within fume very 
Utile time befoie he expired. Swift certainly 
forcldw his fate. 

Dr.S\\ift was often heatd to lament the 
frarc of cl :ldhood and idiot! (in, to which fom« 
of the gieuttll men of the nation were reduced 
before their death He mentioned as examples 
within his own time, the duheof Marlborough 
and lord Somers : and when he cited thcTc 
rnela. choly inlhmces it was always with a 
ht.i^'y ligh, and with great apparent uncafinefs, 
?s it he flit an irnpulfc what was to hap- 
pt< to hrn btfcie he died. 

I 'e Icit his whole toitune, ^omc f«\y legacies 
which was about twelve thouland 
p> unas, to liic building* of an hofpital for 
jiA ot- and lunriiti/. to his works, lord 
Coikc has given a \rry nice ard critical ac- 
count of them in his Pxcniarks on the Life and 
V. ::‘wing‘: o; Dr. Swift, horn which Vm life is 
cxirctieJ. 

Dr. Swlffs will, like all iiis other writings, 
is diavvn^ip i.i his own peculiar manner; eveu 
i.\ fo feiioi’a a compofitioi; hciannot help in- 
tiultjn.g liimftlf (in leaving k*gaCicr> that cany 
with thei i an air of laillcry and jcfl. He Ud. 
pofes of hii three hats Jiu bell, l**cc.id Uf, 
ii 6 and 
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and third bcairer) with an ironical folemngty 
that renders the bequeft’a lidiculous. He be- 
qocaths^ 

«* To Mr. John Gratton, a (ilver box, to 
keep in it the tobacco which the faid J<^ha 
ttfually chewed, called pigtail.’* 

But his legacy to Mr. Robert Gratton is ftill 
jnoic extraordinary. 

Item, I bequeath to theo^erend Mr. Ro- 
** bert Gratton, prebendary at Sti Aodeen’s, 
<• my ftrong box, on condhioii of his giving^ 
** the foie nfe of the |faid box unto his 
* brother, Dr. James Gratton,. during the life 
** of the faid dottoi, who has more occafion 
for it.” * 

Tbefoarc fo many imprefiions of his turn, 
and wily of thinking ; and there is no doubt, 
that iheperfons thus dlflinguilhcd, look upon 
fliefe inllances, affc^lionate memorials of his 
fricnd&ip, and as tokens of thejocofe manner, 
ift which ne treated th^'m during his lifc-tircc. 

*Hi<> poem oP the grtateft length is Cadenus 
and Vaatffa. Dr. Svvtft’s works were elegant* 
Iv publilhcd by Dr. Hawkfworth, in 6 vols. 
4to. and iz vols, S\o, in 1754. 
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1ii^«hioke, was born in i6jz «t 
"la lu Sany^ fcAt of that itablfil 
D>* lUg hib rnfantiy^ his edocabW dttiiAy 
by th4i Dtiienters ; but, ifood as k 
became proper to uke him tHSt g€ hand! 
of he w^nun, he was feht tef S^n 
''n 1 removed thence to Chiift^Charch^^cotTege 
n Oxford. * 

At his 6rA entrarce into the Hoofe of <Joa< 


mons, he expVelTtd hnnfetf warmly againft the 
Di/llntcrs, and Tided with ^ petty. 

His oj^onents, theferore an (he ^Onr 
>ear$ of (^een Anne' rc»2e« ruM'lf^inOisir 
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jjiety and fanflity of that fe^, and both lived 
many years after he caipe into publich bufi- 
nefs. 

We have alfo a hint of it fromi his own 
pen, by which we may Ice at the iaire time, 
how little relifli he had foji ii ci'cn in tltofe 
years. He is ridiculing the conmicnta- 
ries upon St. Matthew and St. |(jhis In Ch?y- 
follom, ** which fays he, puis me ;n ii.in i of 
a puiitannical parfor. Dr. Manton, who, if 
“ 1 millake not, for I ha\e not looked into 
“ the folio fince 1 was a boy, and condemned. 

fometiracs to lead it, made 119 fermons^on 
•‘the U9thPfalm.” But that he was ever 
tin^luicd with diflenting principles in refpc^I 
of the eftablilhed Church, cannot faiily be 
irfcMTcd from thence, fnee though both Sir 
Wtdter and his lad^^ wcic remarkable for fiii- 
cerc piety, yet they were no fuch bigots 10 
Piiritanifin as were reprclented. 

Dr. Simon Patrick, a'tei wards Bifliop of 
Ely, who was long thaplaiii, and lived many 
years in the family, always fpoke of ihcoi 
with ike higheft reverence as well as gratitude. 
The parifh records at l^atterfea will Ihcw, that 
Sir Walter was a good though a moderate 
ChuKhman, by almofl every kind of te^i- 
’mony. 

He icpaircd that fabrick more tfcanonce; 
ciettcd, in virtue of a faculty fiom the Bifliop, 
an cntlie new gallery, and built and endowed 
a chaiity fchooL all at his own expence, 'I'o 

this 
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thK lai^i his lady was likewife a contribotorf 
as well as a great Patronefs to Dr. Patrick. 

As to her father, the chief juilice, St. John, 
whatever were his principles concerning reli^ 
fioii, he was no bigot ; for he preferved the 
cathedral church |of Petei borough, when no 
body elfe would have preferved it, and when 
the Parliament were importuned for a grant 
of it by Cromwell, in confidcration of his fer- 
viecs. 

As to Daniel Burgefs, though a DI/lentt*r, 
)Ct he was undeniably a man of wit and good 
paits; fo that though it (houid be allowed 
that our (latefman was ledfured fometimes by 
him, yet he could receive no fournefs to the 
eiiablifhed church by thofe Icdlurer, 

The truth is, that had the tutor been never 
fo four a religioniif, it #ould not have been 
in his power to have inftillcd any part of it 
into his pupil, whofe nature was far from be- 
ing fufccptiblc of fuch leaven, of which the 
following is a pjoof more than fufficient. 

His lordfhip remarking the ufefalneft of 
that little genious, that literal critics and 
didlionary makers are bleBed with, exprefics 
himfelf in tbefe terms : I approve therefore, 
very much of the devotion of a ftudious man 
at Chrift- Church [college in Oxford], who 
was o\'e?heard in his oratory entering into a 
detail with God, as devout perfons are apt to 
do, and, amongft other particular iliankfgiv- 
ings, acknowledging the divine goodnet, in 

furnilli- 
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farni(hing the world with makers of diQiona* 
lies/* 

Hi’S genius and undei (landing were fecn and 
admired by bis contemporaries in b&th thefe 
places ; but the love of pleafure had fo much 
the afbendancy, as to hindcr^nim from exeitlng 
his talents for literature in ai.y p^vriiculai per- 
formance. llis friends defigned him for pub- 
lick bufincrs, and when he left the univciUty, 
he was confidered as one who had the ^airtil 
opportunity of making a fliining figure in that 
way of an aitivc life. 

With the graces of a handfome perfbn, Ja 
whofe afpeft dignity was happily tentpered 
with rweetnefs, he had a manner and addrefs 
that N\as irrefiftibly engaging; a fparkhng 
vivacityj a quick apprehenfion, a piercing wit, 
were united to a prodigious flrength ot me- 
mory, a peculiar fublety of ihinking and rca. 
fening, and mallcrly elocution ; but for fome 
years, all thefe extraordinary endowments 
were- employed in nothing fo much as finifhing 
tho chara^lcr of a complete rake of the firil 
geniu'i ; he was particularly much addicted to 
women, and apt to indulge himfelf in late 
hours, with all thofe exceiies that ufually ac* 
tend them. 

Tins charafler is very confident wkh feafons 
of cool reflexions and lucid intervals; nay, 
thefe are eiTtmtial ingredients in fuch a comr- 
pofition : without thefe, the charaXer finks 
into an ordinary and derpicable debauchee. 
'1 he like difficuliiei and di&dcrs are run into 
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by both, but have not the like efFe£l upon 
each : the latter in. thefe ctrcum dances, links 
into an ina£live and lumpilh ftupidity* the 
former, incapable of fianding dill, when thus 
checked in the indulgence of his power, imme* 
ciiltely exerts his Aobicr faculties. 

Thus his lordlhip affures us, that The 
love of dudy and defire of knowledge, were 
what he felt all his life ; and though his 
genius, unlike the daemon of Socrates, whif- 
pered fo foftly, that veiy often he heard him 
not, in the hurry of thole palHons with 
which he was tranfported , yet continues he^ 
fomc calmer hours there were; in them I 
heaikencd to him.” Some of thefe lucid 
intervals were employed in veififying. We 
have the fallowing copy [^efixed to Mr. Dry- 
den’s Vjrgil, 1697. * 

No undifputed monarch govern’d yet. 

With univerfal fway the realms of wit. 

Nature could never fuch expence afford. 

Each feveral province own’d a feveral lord t 
A poet then had his poetic wife. 

One Mufe embrac’d, and married for his life. 
By the dale thing his poetry was cloy’d. 

His fancy lellen’d, and bis fire dedroy’d, 

But Natmjp grown*extravagant]y kind. 

With all her faired gifts adorn’d his mind ; 
The different powers were then united foondt 
And you the univerfal monarch crown’d. 

Your mighty fway her great deferts fecures. 
And every Mufe and every Grace is your’s. 
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'Jo none confin’d, by tujns you all enjoy ; 
b^ted with thife you to i*iiother fly. 

^o, SuliAn Hlic, in your feraglio Hand, 

While wifliuig mifles wait for your 'Command* 
Thus no dreay, no want of figure find i 
bud) is your fancy, boundldYs as your mind. 
Not all the blalls of time can do you wiong. 
Young. rpite of age, in fpitc of wcakm fs ftioiig. 
Time, like Alcidcs, Arikes you to the ground j 
You, like Antaeus, from each fall rebound.’ 

Mr, Pope obferves very juAIy, that his lord- 
Ihip was the patron, the friend and the pro- 
testor, of that great poet in the decline of his 
age, though not of his parts ; for the very laJl 
poems of Drydcn are his beft, 

1 hope what has been faid here will not be 
made ufe of as an encouragement to rakcry ; 
a fpiightly poem, llafliing bon mot, or a glit- 
tering reydy, may be admired, whilft the ge- 
reial condu(^ of iifb is condemned ; and it ta 
kfion enough, that lord Balingbroke lived to 
tell us fo. 

In the entrance upon the XVIIth century, 
he was married to the daughter and co-heirefs 
of Sir Henry Winchefcomb, of Bucklcbury in 
berkfhire, Bart. This fcttlement was in all 
refpe^s fuitable to his birth and expe<ftaf:qns, 
and the fame year, 1*700, he entered into the 
Houfe of Commons, being clef led for the bo- 
rough of Wotton-Baffet in Wiltfhire by a 
family intercA,'his father having iiTved feveral 
times for the fame place : ib that Mr. St John, 

who 
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w^o was now about twenty -fi< years of age> 
look his feat in the Rngl'Oi fenaie, with advan* 
c<.ges fcarcely itifetior to thofe of any member 
that fat there. 

He prefenily chofc his party, and joined 
himlclf to Robert ^Harleyj Efq; who in this 
Parliament was chofen for the firft time 
Speaker; and he made htmfelf conddeiable 
before the end of this iirft feifion. 

Perfcvering ileadily ,in the fame connexion, 
he gained fiich an authority and influence m 
the houfe, that it was thought proper to diflin* 
gaifh his merit; and April lo, 1704, he wai 
appointed fecretary at war, and of the marines. 
As this pod created a conflant correfpondence 
wiih the duke of Marlborough, he became 
perfedly acquainted witl% the worth of that 
gieat general, and zealoufly promoted hit 
rn bereft. 

(c IS remarkable, that the greateft events of 
the war, fuch as the battfcs of Blenheim and 
Ramelies, and feveral glorious attempts made 
by the duke to ihorten ihe war by fomc dcci- 
iive aflion, fell out while Mr. St. John waa 
fecretary at war. This gave him occafion more 
than once to fet forth his ^Trace’s conduct in a 
true light. For inflance, m carrying through 
the^ houfe%the aft for fettling upon him the 
honour of Wood flock, with the penlion charg*- 
ed upon the Poft-Officc ; and demonflrating, 
that befides all the great things he did, he 
would certainly have attempted, and in all 
probability, performed, ftill greater, if he had 

not 
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not been reftrained by the Dutch Deputies : 
whence there is good grounds to believe, that 
no body underllood the dulce’s behaviour bet- 
ter, or was inclined to do more judice to his 
intentions, as well as bis a£lions, than jhis 
gentleman* ^ 

Yet in that difpofition, a fpirit of indepen- 
dency appears in fecting Mr. Philips to wiite 
the poem called Blenheim, in emulation to the 
Campaign of Mr. Addifon, who was recom- 
mended to that undertaking by lord Hallifax. 
He was, 'tie evident, a Sincere admirer of that 
great general : he didinguillied himfelf ai- 
luch on the prefent, and avowed it upon all 
occafions, even to the !aft moment of his life. 

But when Mr. Harley wslI removed from the 
Seals in 1707, Mri^^t, John cfaofe to follow 
his fortune, and the next day rcfigned his em- 
ployments in the adminiflration : he alfo fol- 
lowed bis friend’s example, and behaved, dur- 
ing the whole feffionof Parliament, with great 
temper, fteadinefs, and decency. He was not 
returned in, the Parliament which was eleded 
in 1708 ; but upon Jthe diflblution of it in 
lyto, Mr. Hiirley being made chancellor and 
undN^f-treafurcr of the exchequer, the impor- 
tant ofiice of fecretary of State was given to 
Mr. St. John ; and about the (sLta^ time he 
wrote the famous letter to the Examiner. 

Upon the calling of a new parliament 00 
the f 5th of November, he was chofen knight 
of the (hire for the county of Berks, and alfo 

buigefs 
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but-gefs-foir Wotton^Baflet, and made kis elec* 
tion for the former. 

This large acceiEon of power put him Into 
a fphere of aAion that called forth all his 
abilities ; the Englifli annals produce not a 
mrft-c tiying junditre, and Mr. St. John ap- 
peared equal to every occafion of tiial. 

He (uilaincd almoft the whole weight of 
the ditficultics in negotiating the peace of 
Utrecht; and, in July 1712, he was created 
Baron St. ]ohn of Lediaul Tregozc in Wilt- 
ihire, and Vifeount Bolingbrokc. lie was alfo 
the fame year appointed lord- lieutenant of the 
county of EfTex, 

But thefc honours not anfwciing his cx- 
peflatlorib, he formed a dclign of taking the 
lead in public affairs frqpi his old friend Mr. 
Harley, then eail of Oxford; which pjoved 
in the ifTue unfortunate to them both. 

Jt mufl be obferved that Paul St. John, the 
carl of Bolingbioke, died the 5 th of October, 
preceding this creation. 7 hat by his deceafe, 
though the Barony of BletBio, devolved upon 
Sir Andrew St. John, Bau. yet the earldom be- 
came extiufi, and the honoui was piomifed to 
our author ; but his preience in the Honfe of 
Commons being fo neccEary at that time, the 
lord Trei^urer prevailed upon him to remain 
there during that fefSon, upon a promife that 
his rank (hould be preferved to him : but 
when he expelled the old title Ihould have 
been renewed in his favour, which coniidcting 
his fervjces, particularly in that feffion, feemed 
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rcafonable enouch» he was put off with thi® 
of Vifcount; this he refented as an affioiit 
and looked on it as fo intended by the Tica- 
furer, who had got an earldom for himfelf. 

Jt is not a little entertaining to foe how his 
lordiliip expreffes it : 

I continued,” fays he, “ in the Houf' of 
“ Common*; during that important feffion 
which preceded the peace, and, w'hich hy 
the fpirit Oiewn through the whole courfe 
of It, fMi<l relbiutions taken in it, ren- 
’‘OMclufion of the ticatics pai^ica- 
“ ble. ' I « this, I was dMg*rcd into c 
** houfe o ' »:d*, in fucli .i mrnnci xis to tmlc 
my pro’^otion punifnmenl, not a reward, 
th' re left t<' defend the treaties alone, 

“ Jt VO lid not a.ivc been ii.iiri, coJiMnuc'; 
he, to have to’i«*d the earl of Oxford to nfe 
ms btnor. I n good intentions began to be 
“ very much doubled of; the tiiuh i*-, no 
opinion of hnceiity had ever taken root 
in the party ; and, wdiich was ivorfc perhaps 
** for a man in l.is ilation, the opinion of his 
“ capacity began to fall apace. He was fo 
** hard puihed in the houfe of lords in the be- 
ginning of 1712, that li;p had been forced 
in the middle of the feffion, to perluade the 
“ Queen to make a pronioiion of twelve peers 
“ at oncc; w'hice was an unprecedented and 
** invidious mcaOuT, to be cxcufed by nothing 
‘•but the neceffu. ird huidiy by that. In 
the houfe of con»n>j:i': his credit was low, 

‘‘ and 
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«« and my reputation very high. You know 
<< the nature of that affemblf ; they grow like 
hounds, fond of the man who <Jicws them 
game, and by whofe halloo they arc iifed to 
bv encouraged. The thread of the ncgotia* 

“ ih^ns, which not ftand Hill a moment, 

*• without going back, was in my hands : and 
before another man could have made him- 
him'clf mader of the bufi.icfs, much time 
would ha\c been loil, and great inconveni- • 
“ enccs would have foilowed. Some who op- 
pofed the court foon after, began to waver 
then . and if I had not wanted the incli ' x- 
** tion, 1 fliould have wanted no help, to .!o 
mifchicf. 1 kncv\ the way of quitting my 
employment*, and of retiring fjom cour< 
when tne fervice of mv paity required it; 
but T couiJ not bnng myrdf up to that je- 
“ iolution, when the confequence of it miilt 
“ hr VC bc(-n the breaking my p^trty, and 
* the diilreU of the pubjjc afTairs. I thought 
*• my miitrcfii ticatcd me ill, but the fcnlc of 
** that duty which J owed her, came in aid of 
•* other confidcraiions, and prevailed over wy 
“ refentment. Thcfe Icnliments, indc d, arc 
** fo much out of fafldon, that a man who 
'* avows them is in dai gcr of paffing for a 
“ bubble in the w'oiU. yet they were, in the 
conjunfture I fpeak of, the true motives of 
my coiidud *, and you faw me go on as 
chcarfully in the troublcfome and dangerous 
“ work afiigned me, as if I had been ^undcr 
** the utmoll fabsfa^ion. 1 began, indeed, 

in 
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in my heart to reooance the friendihip’ 
which ’till that time 1 had preferved invio* 
iable for Oxford. 1 was not aware, of all 
his treachery, nor of the bafe and little 
means which he employed then, aiid conti- 
nued to employ afterwards, to ruin in 
the opinion of the Queen, and *cvcry where 
clfe. I fay, however, that he had no friend* 
ftiip for any body, and that vith refpeft to 
me, inflead of having th." ur rJ'ty to render 
that merit, which I u to acquire, 

an additional ftrcngtK to him elf, it became 
the objeft of his jealousy; rinU a reafon for 
undermining me.” 

Prefently after the acccflicn ol King George 
the firft to the throne, in i’ i.u the feals were 
taken from the fecr^tary, ai d all the papers in 
his office fcaircd. However, during the fliort 
feOion of parliament at this juu(5lare, he appli- 
ed liimfelf with his ufual induibv and vigour, 
to keep up the fpirit of the fiends to the late 
adminiilration, without omitting any proper 
occafion of tefiifying his refpeS and duty to 
his Majeily ; in which fpirit he aififled in fett • 
ling the Civil Liil, and other necefTary points. 
But, foon after the noeeting of the new parlia- 
ment, he withdrew, and eroded (he water pri- 
vately to France, in the latter end 'of March^ 

^ Import his arrival at Paris, he received an in- 
vitation from the Pretender, then at Barr, to 
engage in his fervioe; which he abfolutely 

refufed^ 
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reftifed, and made the beft application that his 
prcfent circumflances would admit, to prevent 
the extremity of his profecution in England. 

After a fhort flay at Paris, he retired into 
Dmphine, where he continued ’till the be- 
ginning of July; when, upon receiving a 
ineiTage from fome of his party in England, 
he complied with a fecond invitation from the 
Pretender ; and taking the Teals of the fecic- 
tary’s office under him at Commercy, he fet 
out with them for Paris; in which city he 
arrived in the latier end of the fame month, 
in order to procure from that couit the necef- 
£iry fuccours for his new mailer’s intended in- 
va/ion of England, 

The vote for impeaching him of high-trea- 
ibn had pafTcd in the houfe of commons on 
the tenth of June precedlhg, and fix articles 
weie fent up by them to the loids on the fixek 
of Auguft following : in conrequenceof which 
he flood attainted of high^treafon, September 
loth the fame year. 

They were brought into the houfe, and read 
by Mr. Walpole, Augud 4, 171;, and were in 
fubflance as follows: Art. i. That whereas he 
had afTured the miniflers of the States-Gencral, 
by order from her Majefly in 1711, that fhc 
would make no peace but in concert with 
them; yet^he fenc Mr. Prior to France that 
fame year, with propofals of a treaty of peace 
with that monarch, without the confent of the 
Allies. 


VOL.XI. 


1 


Art. 2 
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Art. 2. That be advifed and promoted the 
leaking of a feparace treaty, or convention, 
with France, which was fiigned in September. 

Art. 3. 1 'hat he difdofed to Mr, Mcfnager, 
the French mlniller at London, this conven- 
tion, which was the preliminary inftrn£lion‘ to 
her Plenipotentiarictf at^Utretcht in 

©ilober. 

Art. 4. That her Majedy’s final initriidiona 
‘to her faid Plenipotetitiaries were difclofed by 
him to the Abbot Gualtier, an cmi/Tary of 
France. 

Art. 5. That he difclofed to the French the 
manner how 'Pournay in Fknders might be 
gained by them. 

Art. 6. That he advifed and promoted the 
yielding up of Spain and the Weft- Indies to 
the duke of Anjou, then an enemy to her 
Majcfty. 

It muft not be concealed, that Sir Jofeph 
Jeky), a gentleman of the moft unbial&d in- 
tegrity, and great knowledge in the law, and 
‘a member of ihe fecret committee, obferved, 
that there was matter more than enough to 
prove the charge againft lord Bolingbroke, at 
the fame time that he declared bis opinion, 
that they had nothing fufiicient to fupport the 
the charge againii the earl of Oxfoiti. His 
lordihip, V» true, though he allows that, they 
could hate hold on no man fo much as on Uin- 
61 f ; the inftru^on's, the orders, the memo- 
rials for the peace, having been drawn by hiin ; 
tiie comfp<wdence relating to it, in France 
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snd every where elfc, carried on by him ; in « 
word^ his hand appeared to almoll everv paper 
which had been writ in the whole courfe of the 
nec:otiation. Yet, fpeaking of the attainder, 
wmch, in conicquence of thi& impeachment 
baa paiTed againil ^im, for crimes, as he ob* 
ferves, of the blackeil dye ; he takes notice, 
ijtat, among other inducements to pafs it, hit 
having been engaged in the Pittender^s in«^ 
tereil was one. How well founded this article 
was, has already appeared; 1 was juil as 
guilty, fays he, of the reft. 

It is remaikable, that his new engagemcntii 
had the fame iftuc, as far as could be eife^^ted 
in the difTcrent circumftances of the two 
courts, and that the year 17x5 was fcarceljr 
expired, when the ftals an(t j^pers of his new 
jtcietary’s office were demanded and given up, 
which Was foon followed by an accuTation 
branched into feven articles, wherein be waf 
impeached of treachery, incapacity and negleSK 

Thus difearded abroad, be refolved to i;nak« 
his peace, if poffible, at home. He fet himfelf 
immediately in earn^ to his work, and in « 
ihort time, by tnat aflivity which was cha* 
ra^eriftic of his ^atvre, and with which he 
conftantly pnofecuted all his defigns^ he pro* 
cured, through the mediation of the earl of 
'Stair, then tlie ]Sritiih ambailador at the ftrench 
court, a proniiffi of pardoir, upon certain coiif 
ditions, from his M^eftj King George 1, 
on the lecond of July, 17161 created his father 
1 a baron 
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baron of Battcrfea in the county of Surry, ani 
Yifcount St. John. ^ 

Such an extraordinary variety of diftrefsful 
events bad thrown' him into a flate of reflec- 
tion, and this produced, by way of relief, a 
'Confolaiio Philofophtca, ^hich he wrote^ the 
fame year, under the title of Rcfledlions upon 
'Exile. He had alfo this year wrote feveral 
^ letters in anfwer to the charge hid upon him 
' by the Pretender and hi? adherents ; and the 
following year he drew up a vindication of his 
whole conduft with rcfpe^l to the tones, in 
the form of a letter to Sir William Wynd- 
ham. He alfo took a more fubilantial method 
of fupporting his fpirits : his hril lady being 
dead, be efpoufed about this time a lady of 
great merit, who was neice to the famous 
Madam de Maintenon, and widow of the 
Marquis de Villette; with whom he had » 
•very large fortune, which was, however, cn- 
cumbeied with a long and troublefome law- 
fuit. 

In the company and converfation of this 
lady, he pafled his time in France, fometimes 
in the country, and fometimes at the capital, 
*till 1723 jiii which year, after the breaking 
up of thi^rliament, his Majefty was pleafed 
to ghant l^in a full and free pardon. Ujpon 
the itrfi notice of this favour, the' expe Aation 
of which had been the governing pnndple of 
his political conduct for feveral years, he m 
earned to his n^ve country. 
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It is obfervable, that bilhop Atterbury, who 
was banifhed at this very jundlure, happening, 
on his being fet afhore at Calais, to hear that 
lord Bolingbroke was there, on his return to 
England, made this remark : Then I am ex- 
enafiged. There v,^s undoubtedly appearanca 
enough of fuch a thing from tlie circum* 
Itances. 

Bolingbroke’s leave to return was granted,^ 
immediately after the aft for bantfliing Acter- 
bury had received the royal afTent ; and this 
leave was~ obtained at the prefling inflance of 
lord Harcodirt, who had (hewed great warmth 
in profecoting the bifhop. We are told alfo, 
that Sir Robert Walpole, who was obferved 
not to be particalarly engaged againfl the 
latter, oppoied the return ^ Bolingbroke very 
warmly iu a fpeech at the council-board, whea 
tlie motion for it was made by Harcourt. 

Perhaps Mr. Pope alludes to this exchange, 
in a letter to Dean Swifts where he writet 
thus ; 

« 

The lord' Bolingbroke is nov returned, 
as I hope, to take me, with all his other 
** hereditary rights. It is fare my ill fate, 

** tiiat all thofe whom 1 mofl loved, and t^ith 
whom I njpft lived, muft be baniflied. After 
** both of you left England, my conflant hoik 
was the bilhop of Rochefler. Sure this ir 
a nation, which is curfedly afraid of being 
** over run with too much politenefs ^ and we 

cannot' 

15 
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cannot regpln one great geniusi but it the 
* ** expence gt ahoti»er/' 

And two years afterwards, having obtained 
of Parliament to redore him to hia 
L ni!y inheriunce, and enabling him Kkcv ife 
t poircfs ary puichifc he niouid make of any 
^ihci real or pcrfonal eftates in tl^c kingdom ; 
Iff pitched upon a feat of lord Tankcrvillc’*, 
'‘at Dawley ntar Uxbiidge, in Middlekx, where 
hr fettled with liii lad), and indulged the 
jileafuiC of graiif)Ii)g the poIittnef> of his 
tpflc, by improving it into a tnofi elpganl villa, 
pitSluiefque of the piefent Hate of his fortune, 
and ilu'ic ajiiufcd lanTclf with lural employ* 
ir.cMs. 

Vve have a (ketch of bis loidihip^ way pf 
Jife at this retreat, Tn a Icttci to Dr. Swift by 
Mr. Pope, who omits no oppoicumty of re-* 
prcfcntir^ his lorcfliip in the moll amiable 
ct^lcius. This letter ib dated at Da\vley,jut.L 
17^8, and begiub thus . 

■* * 

“ I now hold the pen for my lord Boling- 
“ broke, who is reading yom kttci between 
** two hay cocks; but his attention is foine- 
“ what diverted, by caAing his eyes on the 
“ clonds;- not in admiration of v/hat you Qiy, 
“ but for fear of a (bower. He*- is plcafed 
•• with your placing him in the triunivirat# 
** between yourfelf and me ; though he fays, 
** that he doubts he (hall fare^ like Lepidus : 
** while ope of* us runs away with air the 

power. 
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power, like Au^uftus ; and another with all ^ 
‘‘ ine ploafure like Anthony. It Jb upon a 
a forefight of this, that he has htted up his 
fartn; and you will agice, that this fehetne 
of retreat is not founded upv^n weak appear- 
%nces. Upon cturnlrcni Bath, he finds 
** iili peccant humours are purged out of him ; 
** an! hii great tcmprrance and cecnnoinv me 
fir figr.aU that the firft is fit for my conllitu^ 
“ lion, ar.d the latter would enable you to lay 
up fn much money, as to buy a biihopriclc 
“ in England. As to the return of his health 
and vigour, were you here you might en* 
** qitre ot his haymakers ; but as to his tern- 
‘‘ pt ranee I can u'J'wer, that for one whole 
** day we had nothing for dirmer, but mutton^ 
** broth, beans and bac^n, and a barn door 
•« fowl. — — Now' his lordfhip is run after his 
cart, I have a moment left to inyfidf to tell 
you, that I overheard him yefierday agree 
** with a Enintcr, for 200*paunds, to paint hit 
** count! y hall with rakes, fpades, prongs, &c. 

^ andvother ornaments, merely to countenance 
** his calling this place a farm*’* 

So far Mr. Pope ; 4o which I will take leave 
to add, from ocular tefiimony, that it was 
painted accordingly ; and what Hill makes it 
more flriking, the whole is executed in black 
ciayons only : lb that one cannot avoid calling 
to mind, on viewing it, the figores lb often 
feen fcratched with charcoal upon the kitchen 
walls of farni-houfes. And to heighten tho 
1 4 
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^ fame tade, we read over the door, zt the err* 
trance into it, this motto : Satis beatus ruris 
honoribuA. In the fame humour, likewife, his 
iordfhip writes to Dr. Swift. 

** T am In my farm, and , here I (hoot 
** and tenacious toots; J have caught hold of 
V the earth, to ufe a Gardener’s plirafe, and 

tichhcr my enemies nor my friends will find 
*' it an eafy matter to tranfplant me.” 

Thus the tree was replanted, took root, and 
ftounihed. But fiili it 001 e not the frurt that 
was moft deiired, and for want of which the 
4.wncr looked upon it as little better then a 
barren trunk ^ kt was in effect, yet no more 
than a meer titular lord, and Aill hood exclude 
Oil fiom a feat in the boufe of Peers. ' 

Inflamed with this taint that yet remained 
in his blood, he entered again, in 1726, upon 
the public flage ; a;id difiivowing ail obligor-' 
lions to the minifiej-, he embarked iu the op- 
pofuion ; and taking that (Kure In it for^vhtch 
I'C was beft fuited by his circumllance$, he 
foon didinguiilied himfelf by a multitude of 
pieces, wrote during Mba fhort. remainder of 
that rcigj^ and likewife for feveral years 
under tm late, with g>*eat fresdoxn a&d 
boldnefs, againfl the aeaiures that wf 0 *1' Wk 
purfued. 

. Id the height ef thefe political difputds,. 
fonnd fome fpare hours for the meditations 
oTPhilofopby, and drew up feveral cITays upon 
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thefubjc?ftt)f mctaphyfics. Havit^ earned on 
his part of the fiege againd the minider» with 
inimitable fpirit for ten yean; he laid down 
bis pen, upona difagreementwith hh principal* 
coadjutors : and, m 1/351 retired to 
France, in a full reflation never more to en- 
gage in public bulinefs« 

It has been obferved,, that, in the profccu* 
tion of this contrOverfy, our datefman found 
himfclf obliged, from the beginning, to recom-*^ 
mend the earl of Oxford's old fcheme under 
the coalition of parties (then called the Broad- 
bottom Scheme] the Tories being at this time 
out of any condition to aim at places and 
power* except as auxiliaries : and it may be 
added, that he joined with aperfon who had 
Aewn the fame conduct with regard to Sir 
Robert Walpole, as he ha 3 done to the earl 
of Oxford. However, his lordlhip was rc- 
folved to pulh it as far as poAble ; and when 
fome Aifpicions began to aj-ife in him of the 
fidelity of his new frieqds, Mr. Pope feys he 
gave hvm a hint of it in the firil lines of his 
Efiay on Man. 

Awake, ^hiy St, J'ohn^ leave al! meaner things 
To low ambition, and the pride of kings* 

But this*had not the defired efTefl. In an- 
fvver to that friend’s fuggeilions be writes 
thus: 
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^ ** The UlMge (ituation I am in^ and ihe 
melancholy ntuation of public affair*!, take 
up much of my time, divide or even diHipate 
my thoughts ; or, which is worfe, djag the 
mind down, by perpetual interruptions, from 
a philofophical tone oriem»*‘er to the drudgery 
cf private and public bufinefs. The lad lies 
Beared my heart. And, dnee I am once 
more engaged in the lervice of my country* 
difarmecn gagged* and almod bpund as 1 am, 
I w'ill not abandon it as long as the integrity 
and perfcvcrance of thofe who are under none 
of thefe di (ad vantages* and with w'hom 1 now 
co-operate, make it reafonablc for me to a£l 
ihe fame part.** 

Accordingly he i^^ad fuch leflures as flill 
kept people together ; and, to his credit, it 
cannot be denied, as a politic il writer, that he 
managed the whole adair wnih the utmod dex- 
feiity ; and very happily threw out a fydem of 
policy, fo curioudy contrived, that a man 
might enter into and purfue the public budnc(« 
«f the nation (if with any propriety a contro - 
verfy carried on for the fake of power by a fet 
of men in any place whatever may be fb called) 
without deferting, in his own opinion at lead* 
his private notion'* of government. .But when 
he faw the threads which he had wove toge- 
ther begin actually to untwid, and was fatisned 
his new friends would dicw their party -princi- 
2 plea 
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pies as Aon as tlie line of oppoiition was cut* 
ihtn he declared, that no lliudow of duty 
obliged him to go further. 

Plato, he oblcrves, ccafed to a£l: for the 
commonwealth when he ccafed to perfuade : 

Solon laid down hi*! aim^ bt^orc the public 
when grew too Ibong to 

be or-pofed any longer with hope? offucccis. 

H.*- lorjfliip follow eel tlicfc exai.ipk?, hue not 
without coIlc£ling his utmoll force to give if 
parting-hlow to the miniller; which, in le- 
all his mallerly pieces is generally 
tlUeincd the 

He had now feen through the fixticth year 
rf Ullage, and had raffed through as great a 
^ a'i( IV frenes, both of pleafure and bufincfs, 
ta .ivh*e as any of his contemporaries. 
)h lad gent* ns far towJb*d? reinftatiiig hint* 
lt!i in the f* n poiTcffion of his former honours 
a- ii‘C necrdirit of parts and application could 

; ;..id was 'iC U'^ngth jBxperimcnially con- 
v.T'^cd, that the decree was abfolutely irrever- 
hMe, and the door was finally ihut againll^ 
Inm. 

If, in the decline of his life, he became lefi 
con^|iicuous, he became more axnuble, and 
he was far from fuffcriiig the hours to Hide 
away unufefully. 

He had not been long at his retreat near 
Fontainblcau, v/hen he began a courfe of Let- 
ter, on the Study and Ufe of Hiflory, for the 
ufe of a young nobleman of dillinguiihcd 
worth and capacity. 

I 6 III 
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In the mean time it was evident, that aper« 
fon of fo a^live an ambition as he was tem* 
pered with, mull Jie greatly open to ridicule,, 
in aiTuming a reiigned philofbphical air of 
Rudy and contemplation. He faw it, and, 
to obviate the cenfure, he addrefied a letter to 
lojd Baihurlt, upon the True Ufc of Retiie- 
ment and S'udy ; where wc fee he had no in* 
tention, by iiiiicing thefecne, to drop the op- 
.nofition to the miniRcr, but only to change a 
little the method of attack* Wc will, how- 
ever, Ihew the reader what he himfelf fays in 
his defence to avoid this fufptded ridicule. 

I'o fet about acquiring the habits of me- 
ditation and fiudy, late in life, is like getting 
into a go cart with a grey beard, and lean.ing 
to walk when we hutve loll the ufe of our 
kgs. In general, the foundation of a happy 
old age mud be laid in youth ; and, in parti- 
cular, he who has not cultivated bis icafon 
yourg, will be uttetly unable to improve it 
old. Mancnt ingenia ihnibus, modo perma-^ 
ncant fii'dium & induflria. 

“ Not only a love of (ludy, and a defire of 
knowledge, mud have grown ujpwith us, but, 
fuch an indudiious application Ukewife, as re« 
quires the whole vigour of the mind to be 
Cited in the purjuit of truth, through long 
trains of ideas, and all thofe dark recedes^ 
wherein man, not God, has hid it. 

This love, and this defire; I have felt all 
jny life ^ and I am not quite a dianger to this 

induftry 
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induftry and application. There has bee*^ 
foinethiog always ready to whifper in my ear, 
whilfl I ran the courfe of pleafure and buiine^s, 
^olve fenefcentem mature fanus equum. But 
iny genius, unlike the dxmon of Socrates, 
wiifjjered fo foftlv, that very often I heard 
him not in the ^rry of thofe palTions by 
which I was tranfported ; fome calmer hours 
there were, in them I hearkened to him ; re- 
flexion had often its turn; and the love of 
lludy, and the defire of knowledge, have ne- 
ver quite abandoned me. I am not therefore 
entirely unprepared for the life I will lead ; 
and it is not without rcafon that I promife my- 
fclf more fatisfaflion in the latter part of it^ 
than 1 ever knew in the former .** 

The plan of his dcfigflcd attack he carried’ 
on in fcvcral pieces, executed with a fpirit no 
ways unequal to that of his former produce 
tions. ^ 

Upon the death of his father, in 1724, he 
fettled at Batterfea, the ancient feat of his fa. 
mily ; where he pafTed the remainder of his 
life in fuch a dignity^ as was the natural re- 
Ailc of the elevation of his genius, perfefted 
by long experience, many difappointments, 
and much reflexion ; refblving, Ance he could 
not obtain^hisVeat again in the hoofe of peers, 
never more to meddle in public affairs. 

After the conclpAon of the late inaufoicious 
war, in 1747, the meafures taken in the ad. 

miniftration 
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niiml^ratLon leem not to have been reptignant 
to his notioiis of political prudence for^ that 
j unsure; what thefe were, is feen, in 
part, in rcdedions written by him in 
1749, On the^.Prefent State of the Nution, 
principally with Regard to her Taxes and 
Debts, *and on the Caufes <£ud Confcqoences 
of them. 

This undertaking was left unhnifhed, ncr 
<^id he furvive it long. Fe had often wilhcd 
to fetch his laft breath at Battcrfea ; a circum* 
Aance which happened to him on the fifteenth 
of November, 1751, on the verge of four- 
fcore years of ag.e. 

, H}s corpie was interred with thofe of his 
anccflors, in that church ; where there is a 
marble menumentereded to his memory, with 
this inicription : 


Here lies 
Henry^ St John ; 

In the reign of Queen Aiuie 
Secretary of War, Secretary of Stat^ 

And VifcouDt Bolingbroke. 

In the the days of King George I. 

And King George 11 . 

Something more and better. 

His atfiachment to Q^en Aone 
l^pofed him to a long andfeverh pnw&cution; 
/ He bote it with ^rsn&efs of mind. 

The enemy of no national party. 

The friend of npTaAien. 

Diftinguifked 



HENRVSAINT.JOHN. 183 

Difiixigui&ied under tHe cloud of a profcrlption. 
Which had not been entirely taken ofi^ 

By zeal to mainudn the liberty 
And toredore the ancient pro^rity 
Of Great Britain. 

*Ilc furvived aA bis brothers ; lb that the 
efLaic and honour dcfcended to his nephew, 
the piefent lord vifcount Boliiigbrokc and St. 
John, whom he condituted likewife his tedsat- 
mentary-heir : and, as his lady died many 
yeans before him, fo the difputes in law about 
her fortune hq)pening to be finally determined 
about the time of his deceafe, by that lucky 
event, the nephew reaped the whole benefit of 
his uncle’s Idndnefs immediately. 

Hib lordiliip left the care and advantage of 
his manuferipts to Mt, Mallet, who pubhdied 
three trails, in one volume 8vo, in 17 S3* 
foul volumes more the following year; in 
which the trudee, it Teems, confulted his own 
prone mojc than his noble* bencfaflor’s fame ; 
as appears from a prefentment of the grand - 
jury of Wedmindcr, made on the fixteenth of 
O^ober the fame year, 1754, of thefepoft- 
humous works in four volumes, ** as tending, 
in the general fcope of feveral pieces therein 
contained, as well as many particular expjcpP 
fions whith had been laid before them, *to the 
fubvcrfion of religion, government, and 
rality ; and being alfb againd his majedy’a 
pcacc,’^ 

Indeed 



l«if BRITISH PLUTARCH. 

Indeed it is'almoft needlefs to tell the world' 
now/ that, in refpeA to his religion, he was 
undoubtedly what is fometimes underitood by 
the denomination of an atheifl. But, however 
this psrt of his condud may be cen fared, yet, 
with all his paflions, and with all his faults, 
he will perhaps, as the writer of his life ob- 
ferves, be acknowledged, by poflerity in ge- 
neral, as I think he is by the majority of the 
prefent age, to have been, in many refpe^s, 
one of the moil extraordinary peifons who 
adorned it. * 

In his exterior, he was wonderfully agreea- 
ble. He liad a dignity mixed with fwettnefs 
in his looks, and a manner that would have 
captivated the heart, if his perfon had been 
ever fo indifferent. ,Hc was remarkable for 
hifi vivacity, and had a prodigious memory. 
He was a ftatefman, an oiaior, a leader of par- 
ty; was brought into bufinefs eaily, puifued’ 
it through the mofl vigorous part of his life ; 
enjoyed the fmiles, endoied the frowns, of' 
fortune ; and was, befides, a man of learning, 
refle<£tion, and wit. 

' With all thefe qualities, and I think hir 
enemies will allow that he had them all, he 
could fcarcc write any thing chat did not de- 
ferve t|p be read and to be (lodied. When this 
is faid, however, we muft coniine ouffeTves to 
the fubjedls to which thefe chacaflers belong ; 
for he fometimes, as we fee, made excurfions 
into others, of which he neiihe*: was, nor^ 

could 
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could be expedled Ry be, a perfcdl mafter : 
and upon them he wrote like other men. In 
reality, there is not much danger of being 
milled by him in thefe matters^: the fame wil« 
doM that dire^s us not to take our politics from 
pitells, exclaims a^ainil recdlving our religion 
from a politician ; it is in that dara£ler thal 
he excels. 

We generally, and indeed juftly, prefer fuch 
writers as have an opportunity of being pra^i* 
call;^ as well as fpeculatively, acquainted with 
the iubje^s on which they write. Demolllirnes 
and Cicero were ilatefoien as well as orators. 
Cxfar was confpicuous for his learning, as 
well as his abilities, in the camp and in tfa# 
cabinet : his Commentaries are a proof of it; 
and the critic fpoke trt|)y who faid, that ho 
wrote with the fame fpirit with which he 
fought. Machiavel was alike verfed in bufi-^ 
nefs and in books ; and that is the true reafo» 
w^hy his merit is confefled even by thofe who> 
abhor his marpms. In our own Oountry, the 
writings of Sir Walter Raleigh, and the noble 
hiftorian, are juHIy efleemed at a higher rate 
than thofe of men who had not the like oppor- 
tunities of penetrating to the very bottom of 
the fpiings and caufes of tliofe tranfafiioAs 
which thejp undertook to examine, and to cri-^ 
ticize as well as to record. * 

From the very fame motives, the works of 
this ingenious writer have merited, and, in all 
probability, will continue to merit, attentioiL 

and 
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and applaufe. He Jived to fee the opening of 
that glorious profpe£t which he fpeaks of, at 
Che winding up ot his idea of a Patriot King* 
iii tbefe rapturous terms : 

. Thofe who live to fee fuch happy da/s, 
and to a£t in fo glorious a iceuc, will, pjrhaps, 
call to mind, with fomc tender rffs of Icnti- 
ihent, when he is no more, a man who contri- 
buted hfs mite to carry on fo good a woik, and 
who defired life for nothing fo nmeh, gs to 
fee a King ot Great- Bricain the moil popular 
man tn his country, and a Patriot King at tlia 
head of a united people.^’ 

What he meant perhaps as a compliment is 
become a kind of prophecy, falfilkd<in the 
ampieil manner. It may ierve as a monu- 
mental inicriptton. If it had been more ex* 
tended, it would have been a fort of iuncral- 
•ration of himfeJf upon himfclt. It feems ho 
delighted to the laft in regaidrng ditlaiic pro- 
%e£U ; and ihutout the idea of diiTolution by 
contemplating the effe^s of his political doc« 
trines in ages beyond his own. And it cannot 
be denied, that, while either fedion or free- 
dom remains among us, his writings on* that 
}ub>ed'wi]l pave their merit and oCe. This 
they always had : bat niy meaning is, that 
they will liave it now in an advanced and cx* 
traordioary degree : death, in removing him 
out of the reach of envy, and the rage ef jea- 
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loufy, has extended the utility, and fixed the 
immortality, of his writings. Their reputa- 
tion will now leil upon their merit, without 
fufFcring any diminution from the failings of 
rht:r author : failings he had, and who haa 
them not? Were the miniftcrs he oppofed 
without failings ? ^ut thefe did not infe^l hie 
writings. Thofe wcic pioduffs of his cooler 
hours, and fhew us the noble cffoits of a great 
genius, when condudled and fupported by e/- 
pcricnce. They open to us all the fecrct 
ipnngs and hidden mechanifin, not of our con- 
ftituuonj, for that is nobly plain and gracefully 
fimplc ; but of the executive powers, and the 
admiuiflration of government ; how thefe may 
lie difotdered, fpoikd, and broken ; how they 
may be difeerned fiom ti^e motions of the hea- 
dline i and how thefe errors may be repaired 
01 prevented. While he lived, his tedimony 
was ever impeached, by a fuggclhoo that hit 
aim was to have the dirsdion of the Pendu- 
lum ; but that can be laid no more. AU hit 
ikill, all hit acuteneft, all his fagacity, are' 
now ufelefs to the Artiil * but we are confoled 
for this, by the confideration, that they may 
be fo much tlie more ufeful to us and to our 
country. 

Such is the elogium given of him by the 
writer of the Memoirs of his Life ; who^ 
liaving' caft them into the form of Letters to • 
Young Gentleman, clofes the whole in the 
following words ; 
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** My pen has been employed in ^helvi^g 
this hjdo panegyric, but a juft tribute to 
merit; and the red of the \\orld will gradu- 
ally learn this from the writings themfelvc^, 
which will be now read with lefs prejudtl'e 
and more refpedi. Hii writings are the Mo- 
numents which he confecrated to poflerity ; 
and, though He ii now no more,^ Thefc will 
M For Ever.*^ 

His lordihip was cilcemed, almoft to a de- 
gree of adoration, by the fird poet of his 
’age ; who has blazoned his ebaradter with the 
brighted colours that wit could invent, or 
fbndnefs bsdow, by immortalizing both his 
own fame, and that of his noble friend, at 
whofe perfuafion, and by w'hofe adidance, this 
incomparable dida^ic poem, his ElTay on Man, 
was begun and executed. 

Come on, my friend, my genius come along; 
Oh, mailer of the Poet and the Song ! 

And, while tlie Mufe now doops, or noir ' 
afeends. 

To man’s low paflions, and their glorious 
ends. 

Teach me, like thee, in various nature wife. 
To fall with dignity, with temper rile : 

Eorm’d by thy converfe happily to deer, 

From gay to grave, from lively to fevere ; 
Correil with fpiiit, elegant with eafe, 

Intent to Lcafcn, or polite to plcafe. 

Oh y 
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Oh! while along the Hream of time, thy name 
Expanded flics, and gathers all it’s fame; 

Say, (hall my little bark attend the fail, 

Puriue the triumph^ and partake the gale? 
When flateimen, heroes, kings, in duit re* 
• pofe, 

Whole ions will b)|ifh their fathers were thy 
foes. 

Shall this thy verfe to future age pretend. 
Thou wer*t my guide, philofophcr, and friend? 
That, urg’d by thee, I turn’d the tuneful 
art, 

From found, to things ; from fancy, to the 
heart : 

For wit’s falfc minor hold iip nature’s light. 
Shew erring man, Whatever is, is right : 

That realon, paflions, anfwcr one great aim ; 
That true Icrfdove and fecial are the fame : 
That Virtue only makes our Blifs below ; 

.And all our Knowledge is-Ourfelvesto Know? 


EkD of the ElEVEKTH VoLtJMr, 
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